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PREFACE: 


—_— ou many of the evils of this 
a life, which we daily complain 
of, are Phantaſtick and ima- 
ginary as our happineſs in this 
world generally 1s ; And many others, un- 
der which we are uneaſie, are intirely 
owing to our own folly , and the juſt fruit 
of our wicked lives : Net certain it is that 
we are born to trouble as the Sparks flye 
upwards, and we are beſet with very ma- 
ny, and very ſevere evils. And we can 
hardly turn any way but we may meet with 
one or other ready to entertain us with the 
ſad ſtory of what they feel, or what they 
juſtly fear. And thoſe very perſons, 
who ſeem moſt proſperous to the ſtander 
by, have thoſe troubles mingled with their 


A3 proſpe- 
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proſperity which render it 

_—_ ad Fo not at all deſirable. Look 
upon all Mortals ( ſays 

Seneca ) and you will every where 
find a large and conſtant occaſion 
for weeping. One man's pinching 
Poverty calls him out to his daily 
Labour. Another man is ſoliciteed 
by .his reſtleſs ambicion. Another 
man fears thoſe riches which he had 
deſired before, and is afflicted with 
what he himſelf prayed for. One man 
15 rack'd by care, another by labour, 
a third is diſquieted with a mulrti- 
tude and crowd of Clients or Viſi- 
rants. This man is ſorrowful be- 
caulc he hath Children, another be- 
cauſe he hath loſt his. Many are the 
evils to which we are incident, and which 
we may therefore juſtly expe : Such are 
Reproach and Poyerty,Sickneſs and Pain, 
OppreſSion and Yiolence, Sorrow for the 
death 
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death of our Friends, and the dread and 


7 fear of our own: There are many in the 
world whoſe miſery 1s great upon them, * 
and who are perpetually. bowed down with 
ſome or more of theſe evils. 

It is great wiſdom therefore to provide 
againſt theſe evils, and to contrive how to 
turn them the right way. And fince it is 
ſo that we ſhall meet with theſe troubles, 
it 1s the higheſt wiſdom to arm our ſelves 
that they may neither ſurprize, nor hurt 
145 ; But that we may be able to continue 
in great patience and well doing, and at 
laſt receive an unſpeakable reward. 

It #5 a very ſad conſideration to think 
how commonly men fear the evils which 
threaten them, and how rarely they pre- 
pare for them. They uſe their endea- 
vours to keep off the ſtroke, when they 
take no care to bear it, and to make it a 
bleſing. They live in perpetual anxie- 
ty and diſquiet, and at laſt go in ſorrow 
A 4 to 
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_ to their graves, whiles they have been , 
negligent of making the right uſe of their | 
fears, and other afflitions. © 

It #'a certain truth, that God does not 
take any delight in afflifting the ( blidren 
of men. He does it for our profit and 
advantage. And *confudermg the lapſed 
and corrupt condition of mankind, theſe 
evils are neceſſary for us. They are not 
only juſtly inflicted, but they are medici- 
nal alſo. A conſtant proſperity is a very 
a pa formidable condition, and 
do peccantibus nov God 15 then angry with us 
zra(tatur Dew, Hier, . 
Epiſt. ad Caftu- when he does not chaſtiſe 
An our follies. It is our du- 
ty to. look up to him that ſtrikes us, and 
to ſee that we improve our evils to the beſt 
"advantage, as well as to bear them with 
courage. 

It i a poor and mean thing barely to 
defien to ſave our ſelves from the blow, 
or only to projets that it may do us no 

harm. 


| 


: 
3 
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harm. We ought to conſi- Capi- 


- * der how we may turn theſe end. ex hoſt, utli- 


things to our profit. Men 

at firſt were only careful that wild Beaſts 
did them no hurt, this was all their de< 
ſign when they fought them. But men in 
after-times learnt the way to make theſe 
Beaſts uſeful to them. They did then eat 
of their fleſh, cloath themſelves with their 
hair, 'arm themſelves with their skins, 


and make uſe of ſome parts of them for 


- Medicines in their diſtempers. We 


ought to learn this Art, and to uſe our 
evils as inſtruments of great good. The 
loſs of our Goods,the death of our Friends, 
the pain of our Bodies, and our fears of 
Death may be ſo ordered as to make for 
the advancement of Piety in us, and the 
ſecurmg our precious 'and immortal 
ſouls. | . 
And then in the mean time it ſtands us 

in hand to bear up under our troubles, 
| and 


The Preface. 


and to poſſeſs our ſouls in patience; and 


not to ſuffer our ſelves out of the fear of a 


temporal evil,to part with an eternal good, 
and plunge our Souls in everlaſing horror 
and mery. 

But then, if we would do all this, we 
muſt have recourſe to thoſe helps and 
powerful motives, which Chriſtian Reli- 


ion does afford us. The Dofrine of 


Jeſns Chriſt will give us the beſt directi- 
ons, and furniſh us with the moſt effeFu- 


al aſiſtances. They are mean and low 


arguments which are to be found in the *' 


Philoſophy of the Heathens, in compa- 
riſon with thoſe which our Religion lays 
before us. 

And What thoſe belps and aſ#ſtances 
are you will find in the following Diſcourſe, 


and I make no doubt but we ſhall alſo find 


them effeftual to gain their end, if we ap- 
ply our ſelves with great care and duli- 
gence ( calling in with all feryency the 
divine 
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divine grace to our aſsiſtance ) to the uſe of 
them. : 


They diſparage their Religion th 
think it a mean and ineffeftual Principle : 
And they reproach it greatly who affirm 
that it renders men ſneakins and coward. 
ly :- For as the Author of it fhewed. the 
greateſt fortitude and courage when he 
contemned the world, and witneſſed a 
good Confeſſion before Pontius Pilate, 
fo do the Principles of this holy Religion 


. mighuly fortifie and encourage all the Fol- 
- lowers / Feſus to follow the glorious ex- 


ample of ther Lord and Maſter. 

lc is an argument of great fortitude 0 
contemn the World, not to be drawn aſide - 
by its blandiſhments, nor diſmaid with its 


. threats; He ſhews a generous and great 


mind that in cold blond chooſes to die 
rather than deny the truth, and that cam 


forgive an enemy that thirſts after his 
bloud. This our Saviour did, and both by 
his 
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his Example and his Precepts commends 
this leſſon to us. On the other hand to be  c 
tranſported to revenge upon every little | 
| : 
[ 


treſpaſs is a certain argument of a weak 
and feeble mind. And to that purpoſe it ts 
well obſerved that generally thoſe who are ti 
of the weaker frame, that are moſt con- {' 
temptible, and of the ſhorteſt wit, are ever 4 
moſt inclined to revenge : And thoſe of the 3 
trueſt valour, and beſt judgment are the ſe 
fartheſt from it. The truth of it is, theſe 
men have the ſame, and no better, pre. ti 
tence to Fortitude, that the Atheiſt hath 
to Wit, who is for all his 
: —_ - Rs pretences but a Fool. He 2 
| is a man of true courage ' 
that can endure the greateſt miſery, 
For the following Diſcourſe I am very th 
ſenſible of its defets, and know very di 
#rell that the Araument required a more 1 
Skilful hand, But be it as it will, T have Þ 
the ſatisfaFtion of a ſincere intention of be 
| doing 
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5 doing well: And as ( Tbleſs God) Tam 
e competently weaned from popular applauſe, 
e ſo Ido not find my ſelf much concerned at 
k the cenſures of uncharitable men. And if 
is T have done any thing amiſs im publſping 
s the followins Papers, though I could 
;j- juſtly divide the blame between my ſelf 
,y and ſome other perſon who is much wiſer, 
x Jet I ſhall be content to bear it all my 
'e ſelf- 

ſe FT am very well aſſured in the mean 
e. time, that the ſeveral grounds towards our 
-þ ſupport laid down in the following Diſ- 
is courſe, are ſuch as our Religion hath ſug- 
Te geſted, and ſuch as are only able to vear: 
re © 16 UP 
But the Reader is to be put in mind, 
yy thet it is equally bis intereſt and his duty to 
ry diſpoſe himſelf for all events of things by 
re an uſeful and holy life. Godlineſs is accom- * 
ye panied with unſpeakable advantages, and 
of be that makes Religion his care and bis 
uw delight 
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delight will find Joy and Peace which the | 


world knows not of, and grace to help in 
the time of need. 


A's we grow in grace our fears will - 
abate, and as we make Progreſvins in . 


true piety, ſo will our ſtrength and cou- 
rage increaſe at the ſame time. It we 
ſpend much time in abſtra&ions from the 
world, in ſubduing our _ defres, 


and in a faithful diſcharge of onr duty, we | 
all be in great meaſure delivered from 


the [laviſh fear of death whatever ſhape or. 


form it ſhall appear in. 


Tf our diſquiet and trouble were traced 


to its original, it would be found that moſt 


of it would flow from the negle&+ of our - 
duty : And we can never take a better 


courſe to rid our ſelves of our uneaſineſs, 
and our fears, than by a diligent betaking 


our ſelves to our neglefted duty. Who 1: b- 


he that will harm us if we be follow- 
ers of that which is good? 
] 
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| Thave nothing farther to requeſt of the 
Pious Reader, than that he would pray for 
him that hath made theſe Papers publick, 


© andeſpecially that he may ſucceed in his 


endeavours. of doing good to the Souls com- 
mitted to his charge. 


Thele 


| ———_— 


Theſe following are the greater, though! . 
not the only faults of the Preſs, which». 
are not to be imputed to the Author, : 


he not having a ſight of the Sheets as ! 
they were wrought off. | I 
7 


Agt 29. line 1o. read pray for, p. 79. l. 1.7, yetin. ls. 
P 7, purſue. p.82. l.5, Scone p.91. lzne the laſtr.h AF 
Is. p. 93+ l. 16.r. aſſures us. p-190. 1. 20, blot out death, © q 
p-103, 1.g.r. ſhail this, p,110. 1.9. r.this is, p.113. l.19, blot © 
our zt. p. 179, 1.18, blot out And. p. 196. r. a good man. t 
+ 201.112, r. very great, p,222« {. 13. x, they crave, ; k 


'$ 


lot ©. | 
.. them to bear them. It does not 


[4] 


CHAPTER I. 


Hough Chriſtian Re- 
ligion will not al- 
low any of its fol- 
lowers to do any 1n- 
Jury, nor yet to re- 
turn, or revenge 

any ; yet it directs and it enables 


keep off the affliction, but yet it 


gives them ſtrength to bear it. The 


; fincere Chriſtian 1s liable to perſe- 
: cution and violence, as well as any 
' other man, but then his Religion 
+ affords him ſupports beyond any 

- Philoſophy or Inſtitution whatſo- 


ever. His Religion does not pro- 


te& him from reproach, and from 
pain, from rude uſage, and a vio- 


. lent death; But then it ſecures 
- him from ſinking under his burden, 


, and 


[2] | 
and fromreceiving any hurt from it. 
If is my intention, in the fol. | ; 
lowing diſcourſe, to repreſent the * 
aids and ſupports that our Religt- 
on does afford to them that are 
afflicted and perſecuted for righte- :; go 
ouſneſs ſake: And this I ſhall do 7 y 
for the ſake of thoſe who are prone 'þ 
to be amazed and aſtoniſhed at ! 17 
thoſe evils which they ſuppoſe *« 
they may be exerciſed withal. | 
Amongſt which, becauſe a violent :: 
death is one of the moſt aſtoniſhing, 7 
I ſhall therefore have a particular EFT 
reſpe&t unto that ; and it will be 7 zm 
very well worth our while to ap- > 
ply our ſclves to the ſerious confi- "tc 
deration of thoſe things which will 7p 
be of uſe to us againlt ſo great an 7 
cV1l. Z 
But before I come particularly 2 
to conſider the aids which our Re- ©! 
ligion affords againſt the greateſt [xt 
evils of this world, Iſhall premiſe xt 
ſome things for the better making hy 
way to my following diſcourle. + 
Ard fince it is here ſuppoſed that %,/ 
good © k. 


LUST 


{ good men are expoſed to ſevere 
I-3 F | afflictions and violent death as well 
© 2 asother men,I ſhall before I goany 
F farther, 
cy F irſt, conſider how the ſufferings 
&- + of Holy and good men in this 
o 7 world are reconcileable to the care 
ie 7 ; and good Providence of God, For 
it * ſome men may hence be rempted 
ſe "to think that there is either no God 
I. atall, or that he does not concern 
bh {himſelf in the government of the 
Z, *world, when the moſt God-like 
rr Zand beſt of men are obſerved to 
"e 7 meet with the worlt of things. 
>; Weare obliged by our Religion 
1- ®to believe the' particular care and 
* "Providence of God : He that de- 
n Znies this hath advanced far towards 
Atheiſm, than which there cannot 
zbe a more fooliſh, or uncomforta- 
=- }ble belief; we ſhall ſoon queſtion 


"the being when once we do deny 9%: _ 
e the Providence of God. The very _ A 


8 heathen could fay that, To him He onnino non 


E. that doth nothing ſremed not to be at 


videtur.. 
Cicero de 


If 72 The denial of Gods care and Natur. de- 
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Providence ſubverts all Piety and } 


true Religion. This puts a bar to} 
all vertue and real Godlineſs. He? 


that comes to God muſt believe not 
only that he 3s, but that he 3s are- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek + 


him : Were it not for this belief] | | 


\ 
| 


do not ſee how there could be any: 
fuch thing as a pious man, For he: 
that doth deny Gods care and go-. 
vernment deſtroys all the motives 
to and foundations of true Piety, 7 ! 
Were it not for this belief men” ! 
would want a ground for their de-'; ] 
votion, and their patient ſuffering” - 
of perſecutions for righteouſnels/; 1 
ſake. We ſhould have ſmall en-* * 
couragement to pray to Him that; 

does not hear and regard us 3 we: 

ſhall return him cold thanks for the |] 
mercies we enjoy when we do not | 
believe they came from him 3 And ! 
ſhall be tempted quickly to forget : * 
him whom we do not think con: : 
cerned in any of our affairs. It is: 
not likely we ſhould ſupport with; | 
courage under our evils when once? 
we? 


F 
1 
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id } | we judge that God concerns not 
to} himſelf in what paſſeth here be- 
Je Z low. This opinion will ſoon Cramp 
ot _ us, it will enfeeble and dilpirit us, 
re- ' and we ſhall not abound in the 
7. ' work of the Lord,unleſs we firſt be- 
f] _ believe that our labour {hall not be 
ny. in vain in the Lord. This world is 
he, now an uncomfortable place, but 
0- | then it would ſcarce be tolerable. 
7es Itis a ſenſe that God governs that 
ty, makes it any thing eaſte. We were 
en {in an ll plight did things come to 
log ; paſs by Fate or Chance. How conld Ti wa Gi 
: Tlivein the world (lays the Heathen nid 
ef : Emperour ) that is empty of God ) F aggveiag 
__ ' and void of a Providence _ _ 
ut! Our Religion gives us great al-$ee8." 
we. ſurance of Gods particular careand 
he: L providence; T do not defign at 
10t. : preſent to enter upon that argu- 
nd | ment : I ſhall ſhew that the miſe- 
Yet . TIES that befal good men in this life 
Jn... are not inconſiſtent with this Pro- 
js. Vidence of God. And to that pur- 
ith. | pole I ſhall defire that the follow- 
7 1ng particulars may be conſidered. 
| B 3 Firſt, 
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theſe evils fall. 
Secondly, the evils themſclves. 


of thefe things. 


Wh _ Laſtly, 
| men under theſe evils. 


here it 1s to be conſidered, 
ſed when it 1s not really ſo. 


that are reputed ſo. 


of the thing as It 1s. 


pole upon us. 


Firſt, the perſons upon whom 5 ; 


Thirdly, the ends and uſefulneſs 7 


the ſudports of good . 


are not all righteous and holy men :: 
God knows 2: 
who are his, we knew it not. We 
ought in charity to judge all men | 
g00d of whom we know no evil. | 
But we do not then always judge |! | 
We are 7 
often miſtaken: A man may de- - 
ccive himſelf, and very eaſily im- 7: 
Hypocrifte does 
lurk very frequently under the diſ- 
guiſe of Piety. And there are ſome | 
faults and irregularities that have = 
the appearances of vertue, We lee * 

but * 


I. The Perſons upon whom theſe XZ 
evils fall, and they are ſuppoſed to : 
be righteous and good men: Now 


* 
z 


7. T hat this 1s Gmetimes {uppo- l 
They 


$r# 
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but the ſurface of mens converſa- 
tion, we are not acquainted with 
7 their principle, and their aim. Be- 
1s  fides men appear at their beſt in 

; company 5 They are drefied up 
d '* whenthey go abroad : God alone 

# ſees the heart, and ſcarches the 
e % reins: He alone knows the in- 
o > ward thought and purpole of a 
V | man. 
Itis much more eafie to diſcern 
- 2 a mantobe wicked, than to bctin- 
y ® cerely pious, and truly good. The 
n : works of the fleſh are maniſeſt, ſays Ga.S09% 
Ss Z the Apoſtle, but he does not ſay ©* 
e * ſo of the fruits of the Spirit allo, 
a | Beſides that many things mult con- 7915 
|. ſpire to make him righteous and malum ex 
e | good, whereas one vice is enough 9:9 
e + torender himev?z/. Goodneſs and _ 
- Z truePiety are very comprehenſive 
- } things. Righteouſneſs implies all *s Th ot 
$  vertyes in conjunction; He that is x99» 
- . righteous muſt be godly, juſt, and Te _ 
temperate : Every man that makes 
a great profeſiton 1s not univerſally 
and (tri&ly righteous. The Apoltle 

B 4 tells 


Tit, 2.12, 


[8] 
tells us, that the grace of God | R 
teacheth ns that we ſhould [ive ſo- #h 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this a 
preſent world. Theſe are but few \n 
ih. but they are very compre- | + 
henſive. ; 
Godlineſs or Piety contains h 
much, that is, our whole duty to- 1 
ward God. Itis not enough that 0 
we believe aright, that we be Or-''g 
thodox 1n our Faith, and that we: e 
be of the moſt Reformed Church | 
and Communion ; that we be kind |: 'T 
to the Miniſters of Religion, and Ec 
contend for the Faith that was 
once delivered to the Saints; That * H C 
we read the Scriptures, that we |; h 
hear them Preached, and frequent- ** F 
ly receive the Holy Sacrament. All "| 
theſe things do not ſpeak us godly /; 
and pious men. Before we can be; a 
that, we mult ariſe higher 3 we muſt g [ 
love God with all our heart, fear '* \ 
him above all, pray to him tervent- 
ly, and give him hearty thanks for 
his mercies: We muſt chearfully Þ 
ſubmit to his Will, and not murmur | 
againſt | 


1 
1 
? C 
K 
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ud | {againſt his. Providence; we muſt 
ſo- Zhonour his Name, and his Word, 
bis Zand all his Divine Inſtitutions . We 
w muſt breath after Him, delight in 

Him, and refer all to Him. Our 
3 eligion muſt be no Mechanical, 
Theatrical, or affected thing : Ic 
o- muſt be in usa principle of liteand 
at | of power; He that is truly Reli- 
r- '"gious hath a faith in God under all 
re; events of things, and will chooſe 
h to ſuffer rather than offend Him. 
d In a word, he commits all his con- 
d ©} cerns to God, and it is his meatand 
1s drink to do his Will : He does not 
it | 5 only do Him outward Homage, but 
el ; he inwardly loves and fears Him, 

? and defires to be like Him. 
F i Righteouſneſs and Juſtice alſo 
y 418 very large and comprehenſive, 
e ” and contains many duties under it. 
t E It is not enough that we do no 
r © Wrong, we mult revenge none that 
- 1sdonetous. We mult not only 
r not oppreſs, but we mult allo not 
7: Covet. It 1s not enough that we 
* +: dono hurt, we muſt allo da good 
S to 


[10] 
to our Brother, that is, to every rc 
man as we have opportunity. Welt 39 
muſt do as we would be done by 00 
And we are obliged leverally as we, it 
ſtand related toeach other. The! 
righteous man hurts no man infm 
body. goods, or tame 3 he 1s mer-W 
ciful to the poor, and ſtrictly juſt} 


to all men. He is faithful to hisſ#tr 


Prince, dutiful to his Parents , trueti 
to his F ritends, grateful to his Be-j, 0 
nefactors, and gentle to his Inferi-;; 
ours; attable, and of cafie accels, $ 
void of malice and guile in all his} 
words and actions. So far is hes 
from attempting to kill that he# 


does not hate his Brother 3 and lo! 


don not indulge himſelf in | 
undecent word, or an impure# a 
thought ; ſo far from {peaking evil Z 
that he thinks it not. His love is p 
without dititmulation or defign, 

his Compaſitons arc great, and his!: 

Alms hold proportion to his abili-\; 
ty, and his brothers: needs. He is |; 
tender of his brothers goods and © 

reputation, i 


ty $$ A A<©34 }Þ_ wan 
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ys reputation, and rejoyces in his 
Vel Z proſperity as ſincerely as in his 
y;Fown, and 1s fo far from obſtrufting 
ve. ft that he does not -_— it. He 1s 
hehe moſt diligent Governour, the 


i 11 


inzmolſt Loyal Subject, the moſt du- 


-r-riful Child, and kind Parent, and 
iſt Ztrue Friend ; He is true to all his 
nis{#truſts, and righteous in all his rela- 
uez3tions, and in all his dealings is all 
ef of a piece. 

ries; Sobriety alſo contains much in 
6 it, And he that 1s ſober is far from 
1s ! pride and vanity 3 He does not in- 
ie dulge his Juſt and ſenſual appetite, 

Zand his ambition and vain-glory, 
but governs himſelf by Religion, 

H 4 and by Reaſon : Heallows himſelf 


M y jo Juſt demands. 

by ” ThusI have given you aſhort 
- Character of the pious and good 

j- ; man : It1s tobe feared thenumber 

is} * of themis ſmall among thoſe that 

a} profeſs the Religion of Chriſt 

_ ; Jelus. 


i 
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L 


Jeſus. We do commonly under all | Ga 
our forms of Godlineſs deny the# 11 
powerof it: And when we ſhew/*q; 


great zeal for ſome things of Re- 
Iigion we arefar from pure Religi- 
on and undefiled. We judge off#gc 
our ſelves by falſe meaſures, andZzn 
A 


therefore think our ſelves to bem 
ſomething when we are nothing.”?g; 
We judge our ſelves good becauſe” Jt 
our Principles or our Party 1s fſo,; of 
or becauſe we are better than ſome': 5n 
others are. We judge well of our}; It 
{clves becauſe we comply with they; tt 
Letter of the Law, and live ſo wells 
that the world cannot reprove us| 
It 15 to be feared that the number o 6 
thoſe that are ſtriftly and univerſal-J! f 
ly good 1s but ſmall,and that among#s 5 
the crowd of Profeſlors there are 1 
many Hypocrites and Unbelievers, Þ r 
2. Suppoſing theſe ſufferers? 
ſincerely and univerſally good, yet v 
they are but imperfe&tly fo. There! / 
is ſome folly bound up in the hearty, z 
of the wiſeſt and beſt of men; There! 
is ſome defe& in the moſt perfeQ) 
Saint. 
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all (Saint. A]l menneed ſome grains of 


eZallowance: And as there is ſome Nulun 


wi flaw in the greateſt wit, fo there is 


inger.ium 


: © ſome defect even 1n them who have ju: venia 


: #goodnefs. And whatinjuſtice isthere*©* 
210 chaſtifing the follies of good 
men: 3 eſpecially when this cha- 
& +ſtiſement 1s for their Emendation ? 
{cr is folly and fondneſs to ſuffer an 
0! otherwiſe towardly Child to goon 
Ne in an evil and unbecoming courſe. 
It is greater kindneſs to correct 
if ; than to indulge him. There is no 
7 man fo good but doth ſometimes go 
«| aſtray. It is noimpeachment of the 
= Divine Providence to corre& the 
-* faults of the beſt of men - This 1s 
+ juſt and very conſiſtent with the 
eZ Divine *care and providence : It 
- & rather confirmes it,and ſtrengthens 


e E have anointed him. The enemy ſhall ?** 
the 0t exat upon him, nor the Son of 
ef wickedneſs afflitt hin. Alſo I wilt 
i make him my firſt-born, higher _ 
\. #he 


-2made the greateſt proficiency in ous 


Z our belief of it. I have found Da- pr89 20, 
Lg 7 vid my Servant, with my holy Oyl Fz:2 2272283 
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Jeſus. We do commonly under all Z$, 
our forms of Godlineſs deny the 11 
powerof it: And when we ſhew?g; 
great zeal for ſome things of Re-';: 
Iigion we arefar from pure Religi. # 
on and undefiled. We judge of # 
our ſelves by falſe meaſures, and Zn 
therefore think our ſelves to bem 
ſomething when we are nothing”? ſi 
We judge our ſelves good becauſe jr 
our Principles or our Party is fo} ot 
or becauſe we are better than ſome”: jn 
others are. We judge well of our}; Jr 
ſelves becauſe we comply with the} tþ 
Letter of the Law, and live ſo well m 
that the world cannot reprove us. al 
It 1s to be feared that the number off# 


thoſe that are ſtrictly and univerſal-7? f: 
56 * 


ly good is but ſmall,and that among} 1 
the crowd of Profeſlors there are ( 


s C 
many Hypocrites and Unbelievers, | 
2. Suppoſing theſe ſufferers 
ſincerely and univerſally good, yet® 
they are but imperfectly fo. There; 
is ſome folly bound up in the heart}, 
of the wiſeſt and beſt of men;There}” x 
is ſome defe& in the moſt p_ 
aint. 7 
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all A Saint. All menneed ſome grains of 


egallowance: And as there is ſome Nulun 


We flaw in the greateſt wit, ſo there 1s 


ingerium 


© ſome defett even in them who have jy; veni 


Z1n chaſtiſing the follies of good 
be \ men; eſpecially when this cha- 
8-2 ſtiſement 1s for their Emendation ? 
{et is folly and fondneſs to ſuffer an 


E than to indulge him. There 1s no 
41% man ſo good but doth ſometimes go 
-# aſtray. It is noimpeachment of the 
* Divine Providence to correct the 
-* faults of the beſt of men: This is 


$ 


gg uſt and very conſiſtent with the 
e# Divine *care and providence : It 


= rather confirmes it,and ſtrengthens 


e have anointed him. The enemy ſhall *** 
ts ot exaF upon him, nor the Son of 
ep wickedneſs affii® him. Alſo T will 
tt! make him my firſt-born, higher _ 
= the 


-#Zmade the greateſt proficiency in P!acuit. 
Zgoodneſs. And whatinjuſtice is there 


$2 our belief of it. I have found Da- pag »,, 
= vid z2y Servant, with my holy Oyl I:1,27,28, 


Ver.30, 
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Heb.1 2. 


the Lord loveth he chafteneth. TfY": 


| 14] ; 
the Kings of the earth : My mercy; © 
will T keep for him for cvermore, and; 8" 
my Covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him, 
his Seed alſowill I make to endure for <© 
ever, and his Throne as the Laws of; f 
heaver. Theſe are great Promiſes, # 
and ſuch as give aſſurance of a ve-# 
ry particular Care and Providence: 7 
But all theſe great things do not® 
imply that Davids Children ſhall? 
not be chaſtiſed : They may bef 
corrected for their fin without the}: 
leaſt diminution to the Promiſe, 
or impeachment of Gods care and 
Providence. It follows, If hisF 
Children forſake my Law, and walk} 
ot in my judgements — then will I = 
wilt their tranſereſſion with a rod, 
and their iniquity with ſtripes. Ne" 
vertheleſs my loving kindudf I will! 
zot utterly take from him, nor ſuffer 
my faithfulneſs to fail. My Covenant 
will I not break, nor alter the thine ® 
that is gone out of my lips, ; bc 


act of mercy and kindneſs in God 3 > 
© Ju 


to corre his Children; Whom} 
God © 


C15] 


,3 God did it not, we might have — | 
Z greater cauſe to impeach his care, ,z, ne 
wn and doubt of his Providence. We cureyqule 
commend the care of that Maſter ,, ems 
zof a Family who does corredt rhe mus 7r4- 


f: 


- 


'Z diſorders of his own houſe: Good _ Lis 
iy , : anc. Inft, 
Z men are Gods peculiar, His Church; c,2;. 
zis His Family. You only have I known gg 

of all the Families of the earth, 
1® therefore will I puniſh you for all your 
 7niquities;, not to do thus would 
© be cruelty and diſregard. And it 1s 
| the greateſt Plague to meet with 
none at all. It 1s ſaid of the worſt 
E of men, They are not in trouble as Pla.13,s. 
| other men, neither are they plagued 
© like other men. And it 1s alevere 
= threat, no merciful promiſe which 
Ewe read, I will not puniſh your Hol4 14, 
& Daughters when they commit Whore- 
dom, nor your Spouſes when they com- 
it Adultery, As the faults of good 
Z men make 1t juſt that they ſhould 


Pres 
4 


Z be corrected, ſo their relation to 


4 7 God makes it neceſſary. God may 


4 © juſtly do it becauſe they deſerve 
#1t, and He does 1t becauſe they are 
- His. 
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His.There 1s in it Fuſtzce,and Kink. | 


neſs at once. 
Be it then, that the good man 


Ufter, yet hath he deſerved it fron 
God; Be it, that he 1s fincerely 


good, yet he is imperfectly fo; He; 


fails in many things: He 1s too: 
cold in his Prayers, or too weak in 
his Faith ; too contracted in hi- 
Charity, or too propenſe to the. 
world. Be it,that he be Gold,there 
may be ſome droſs that may be tz. 
ken away by the Diſcipline of. 
Heaven. Let us conſider in the. 
next place, 

IT. The evils themſelves which. 
arein this world the lot and por-' 
tion of good men. They meet with |. 
Evils, but what Evils are they! 
How great, and how durable, or: 
what proportion do they bear to. 
their demerits or their mercies!” 
They meet with Evils indeed, but; 
not with the worſt of things. And” 
this will appear, if we conſider, 

1. That the evils which good 


men meet with are not ſtrictly evils. 
They 


RS ad. aa oo coeds I. Iii 


EAT 


| They arein ſome ſenſe Evils, but 


not of the greater ſize and cha- 
rater. That is indeed a great Evil 
which makes us evil, and is nat con- 
ſiſtent with real goodneſs. As that 


* 1s truly good which makes us good, 
: ſothat1isonly an evil in the trueſt 
ſenſe which makes us ſo. Pover- 


ty, reſtraint, reproach, fickneſs, 


- death arein ſome ſenſe evils : But 


they are not ſuch evils as Pride, 
Wantonnefs, Prophaneſs, Inju- 


+ ſlice, a guilty mind and unquiet 


Conſcience. They are evils, but 


f they are tolerable ones. The Spirit 
' of a man may bear his infirmity, but 
- @ wonnded Spirit who can bear £ The 


good man meets with evils then, 
but not with the worſt of things, 


- forſuch things will imply him not 


tobegood. A good man may be 


> killed, but he cannot be hurt - 
- Men may kill his body, they can- 


not deprave his foul: He may be 
baniſhed from his Country, not 
from his God : Men may make him 
poor, they cannot make him co- 
C vetous 


Ti KT 
Tale " 


@E9yor 


yp age - things to the beſt of men? Is it not ' 
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vetous and proud, earthly and ® 
ſenſual z They may load him with *' 
Calumnies, but not with Guilt : He | 


hath goods of which he cannot be 
rifled .and ſtripped. He may fall 
under the anger and power of a 
Tyrant, or popular Tumult, but 
1s not by that force robbed of hisin- 
tegrity. The 
dealt with, he hath good things 


which no malice or force can take 


away. Why do we blame Provi- 


- dence which allots the beſt of | 


better to be modeſt than to be rich? © 
Is 1t not better to be good than to 
be great ? Isnot integrity of mind 
betrer than health of body ? If it © 


be, then the good man does not 
meet with the very worlt of things, 


and though he may be afflited * 


with ſundry evils which other men 
avoid, yet he hath many very good 
things belonging to him which 
other men want. 


2. The evils which good men 


meet with are but Temporal evilsat 
molt. 


good man 1s well 


q 


Fa ©» we, ap, my 


— 
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* moſt. Sharp they may be, and pain- 
© ful to the fleſh, but they are but 
- ſhort. The beſt man may meet with 


a fiery trial, he will not fall into 
everlaſting burnings. His ſufferings 


- bear no proportion to a future mt- 


ſery or glory. 
' Tf we think of eternal ſorrows, 


we cannot think our ſhort ones 
; worthy to be compared with them; 


The good man meets with all his 
pain here, there 1s none remains 


- for him 1n reverſion. Alas! what 
© compare isthere between a fire and 
fagot, and eternal fire ? Between a 
 Gibbet and a Rack, and the Worm 
that never dies, and the fire that 


never goes out 2 What proportion 


115 there between Time and Eternt- 
*ty? Between a ſorrow that laſteth 
”for a moment, and that ſorrow 
which excludes all hope of an 
end ? 


But «then if we think of the 


Joys of Heaven, that are the por- 
tion of the Pious and perſevering 


| Chriſtian, we ſhall find that all the 


C 2 ſorrows 


Rom-8.18 ] reckon ( ſays he ) that the ſufferings 


2 Cor. 4+ 
1 6, 


[20] 
ſorrows of thislifebear no propor- 
tion to them. The Apoſtle tells us” 


that they are not to be compared, 


of this preſent time are not worthy to 
e compared with the glory which ſhall | 
be revealed in us. It then we turn® 


our Eyes from Time upon Eterni-#*: 


ty, from the ſufferings we feel to 
the glory which we wait for, we : 
{hall not eaſily fink under our bur-: 
den, nor any longer impeach the: 
Divine Care and Providence. For. 
which cauſe we fairt not (' ſays the}. 
Apoſtle ) For our light afflidion,” 
which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory; while we look. 
z20t at the things which are ſeen, Let. 
us now conlider, P 

3. The ends and uſefulneſs of” 
thele Evils which happen to good” 
men 1n this life : For though we} 
call theſe ſufferings evils, yet are} 
they occafions of very much good. 
And, | 

1: They are for gens | 
O 
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| of the world, and the advancement 


of Religion amongſt men. Hereby 
men have taken occaſion to enquire 
into the Principles of them that 
ſuffer, and to acquaint themſclves 


- with that Religion which they 
. - overlooked before: Hence they 
: have been convinced of the truth 


of Religion, and that ir 18a reality, 


-. and will bear men up under all the 
evils of this world, The patient 
_ ſufferings of Holy men have great- 
- ly adorned, and ſpread the Religi- 
 onfor whichthey ſuffered. Hence 
- many new Converts have bcen 
 broughtinto the Faith, and hereby 
- men have been confirmed in the 
: truth: The undanted ſufferings of 
- good men for Religion have ſpread 
-; It more than learned Books, and 
= ſubtle Arguments could do. Every 
' man 15 not able to judge of the 
* ſtrength of an Argument, nor to 
- detect the Sophiſtry of cunning 


men. He that is conſtant to the 


death does more by his patient 


ſufferings than he could have 
| C3 done 


[ 22] 3 
done by his Wit and Learns” : 
Ing. A 
We gain a great credit to our 

Religion when it ſupports us un- 

der our Evils which we ſuffer ; 

They that ſee this are convinced 
greatly in their Conſciences: They 
now believe Religion not only, 
true, but a Principle of powerand 
great efficacy, and that the pious. 
man ſerves God for greater reſpects: 
than any worldly thing : It was a® 
great Calumny againſt Fob, that he? 
ſerved God for his worldly ends 
* _ . Only; But put forth thine hand now, 
19 Je Pand touch all that he hath, and be. 
Wall wil curſe thee to thy face, Thus 
doth Satan accuſe Job untoGod : - 
How falſe this Accuſation was ap- 4 
peared from what followed. By» 
his patient enduring he ſhewed that £ 
he was a perfte& and upright . man, :; 
that feared God, and eſchewed#} 
evil. It 15a cheap thing to profeſs |: 
Religion when there is no danger :/ 
init : This does not recommend it > 
unto others. Men will ſuſpect that * 

this © 


[23 ] 
- ths profeſſion either ſerves a 
' worldly intereſt, or was owing to 
our education, or ſome chance. But 
he that dares to die for his Religi- 
: | on does greatly commend it to the 
ed } Conſiciences of men. 

> By this means the world was 
.* vanquiſhed, and Chriſtian Religi- 
_- onplanted among men. T his courſe 
; was of preat power towards the 
» confounding of Infidels, and the 
Z gaining new Believers; It ſerved 
:; toſtrengthen the weak, and con- 
# firm the ſtrong: The bloud of 
> Martyrs was the Seed of the 
he Church, and he that died for his 
us. Religion ſpread it. This was of 
1: greater moment than learned Argu- 
> ments, or carnal weapons. Our Re- 
> ligion was founded upon ſuffe- 
rings, and built upon a Crucified 
-; Saviour. 

” 2. As the ſufferings of good 


> men are for the good of the world, 
r:: 1o they are for the good of thoſe 
it; men whoſuffer : They are gainers 
t by their ſufferings, and this Con- 
: C 4 lideratiog 
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{ideration doth ſerve to clear the 
care and Providence of Cod. 


It may ſeem ſtrange that the ſe- * 


vere attliiCtions that befall us (ſhould 
be for our advantage, That I 
ſhould bury my only Child, and 
my deareſt Friend, loſe my Eſtate, 


and be caſt in a righteous cauſe, 


that I ſhould meet with contempt 
and ſcorn, and great diſappoint- 
ments are indeed great trials, but 
ſuch as may conduce ( if I be not 
wanting ) greatly to my advan- 
tage, It 1s true, that the ſorrowful 
ſufferer does not ſee how this can 
be; But yet afterwards he ſees it 
clearly, and lives to bleſs God for 


thoſe very evils under which he 
We know : 
that Fire and the Lance, rough and 4 
harſh medicines and methods cure 2 
ſome men that were in danger of 


ſometimes groaned. 


periſhing. Joſeph's impriſonment 
wasno likely way to his advance- 


ment, but yet God made it the 
occaſion of his riſe. We do not { 


preſently underſtand theſe things, 
FF | ut 


h 
tE 
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put what Jeſus ſaid to Peter we find 
Often verified in the caſe before 
'us: What I do ( fays he ) thou 
knoweſt not now, but then ſhalt know 
bereafter. One would. think Clay 
and Spittle might put out the eyes 
, of him that ſees, and yet we know 
, 'pur Lord by this means cured the 
t blind. | 

- 7 T ſhall lay before you ſome of 
t _ the advantages which a good man 
t | receives from the ſufferings which 
l 

q 


ce 


broke jay foes: 


: befall him in this life. 
> Firſt, Theſe evils conduce much 
*to the deſtroying of the remain- 
ders of fin in a good man. Our 
: Zevi! habits are not rooted out all 
'*atonce : There is ſome folly bound 
" up in the hearts of good men, 
- zwhich this rod of correction ſerves 
| Zto beat out. Proſperity generally 
" hides. our wickedneſs from us 
_Afiictions are faithful friends, they 
{tell us our fault plainly, they awa- 
ken us, and conduce much to- 
+ wards Our amendmeut. And that 
they may gain their end, it is 
x | frequent- 


Joh.13.7. 


Plal.119. 
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frequently ſo contrived by the wiſ# © 
Providence of God that we may © 
read our ſi in our very ſuffering” » 
As our affliction is the unhappy. - 
off-ſpring of our fault, ſo it hath” 
upon it ſome features and ſrerature, a 
that ſpeak it like its Parent. Wes n 
may very often read in our ſufferin: 
what was our fr, It were very, 
eaſtetogive you many inſtances t0# t! 
this purpoſe were it not too much? 1 
out of the way of the preſent diſs. j 
courſe. It is very certain that our / 
afflictions are in{trudtive and very; 
faithful Monitors to us. Before I& 
was afflicted I went wy ( ſays thels 
Plalmiſt ) but now have 1 kept thy 
word, Again, It 3s good for me that 
T have been afflifed, that T might 
lea-n thy Statutes. There is nothingy 
{o formidable as aconſtant and un-#; a 
interrupted proſperity. Weare ge-\> \ 
nerally the worſe for being proſpe-/ t 
rous:And it is toe often ſo,that our} | 

c 


ok) 


Vices and our Proſperity grow up} 
together. It 1s rarely ſeen but even! 
good men are ſomewhat the worſe? 
on 


6 i 27 ] 
viſs onthis ſcore. It was a ſaying of 
na one of the Ancients, That he thought 
Im” none could be more unhappy than that 
Ppj . man, who never met with any adver- 
ath* ſity, Tt is very rarely that we make 
re, any great attainments unleſs we 


> 


by. upo! it on one fide, and does not 
ate, know 1t throughly. We do not 
hi: know 1t perfectly till we come to 
1g ſuffer; Till then we ſee the fair 
1-%: and glozing and falſe fide of the 
ej world. He that ſees no more than 
2. this runs a great hazard. The Shep- 
Þ: . 
rr} herd in the Fable, was tempted out 
p!; of the hopes of gain to turn a Mer- 
n/ chant z He did fo, and loſt his ad- 
e: venture pypon a rough and tem- 
n peſtuous 


[287] | 
peſtuous Sea : But then he gained} 118 
this wiſdom by his loſs, not to truſt = 
to the Sea when it was calm. The” 
world does us the greateſt miſchief 
when it ſmiles, and never does usa PF 
greater hurt than when it ſpeaksw | by 
fair. Ttis a great proficiency to beg i 
able to contemn the ſmiles and: 
Courtſhip of the world. p \t 
Thirdly, They are of great aſe) ca 
to make us more earnclt contenders# 


for heaven. They bring the good q 'v 


man nearer to God,and to his hap-' \ Ky 
pineſs, By theſe ſufferings the good? 
man 1s prepared for the enjoyment 7 
of God. The contempt he meets! 
with here makes him aſpire after aff 
futureglory: His poverty and pain, F 
and confinement put him upon} 
breathing after the plenty, and the? 
joys and enlargement of a future? 
{fate, what he loſes here he gains} 
above. And we are very happy 
when we do, whatever the occa-}. *© 
{ion be, endeavour earneſtly after | F 
an incorruptible Crown. 
F ourthly, They give usan expe- | 


T iment 
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dj, riment of our ſelves; We Know 
6& not what we are till we are tried, 
he: It is caſe to be valiant when we are 
ef In no danger : Our courage 1s then 
.z. proved when we are ſurrounded 
us | with danger ; Tr 1s theStorm that 
ze ſhews the sKill and courage of the 
14. Sea-man. We arereproached ; we 

=! ſhall nowknow whether or no we 
Gt can pray and forgive them that 
12 {peak evi] of us without a caule. 
df We are injured; now we ſhall 
). know whether or not we can for- 


di give an enemy. We loſe our 
z 


M goods; we ſhall now fee whether 


x our faith and patience be genuine 
b- 


Y 


ai or not. Weare affronted 3 this is 
1,* the time to take a proof of our 
n& meckneſs. Tf theſe things had not 
|} hapned the graces of good men 
a & had not been known to others, nor 
- tothemſelves. But by this means 
= good men have the comfort of this 
= experience and others an advan- 
© tageallo. Itis much better to bear 


- | none at all. Count it all joy when ye 5 
2 / 


' our evils well than to meet with Jam. 1: 


—_ : - 3 
all into divers temptations, knowinſnf 
that the trying of your faith worketligec 
Rom. 4. patience. We glory intribulation alſs Cr 
3-4 ( fays St. Paul ) knowing that tribu- Cr 
lation worketh patience 5_ wherein yt... 
1Pet.1.6, £reatly rejoyce (lays St.Peter ) thoughtec 
now for a ſeaſon ( if need be ) ye art le 


honour, and glory at the appearing 0 'C If 
Jeſus Chriſt. Though we had theſe} 
graces betore, we might yet haveſanc 
been without the comfort, and# 
our Brother without the advan-%— 
tage, and God without the glory: 
had we not been tried. N 
Fifthly, Good men that have:; 
ſuffered much, and ina good cauſe, t 
and with an undanted courage, |: 
ſhall have a greater reward in an itha 
other life. There are degrees of Ve1 
glory in the other ſtate, and theſe ar 
holy men ſhall be placed in the |; «+ 
higher Stations of glory. 1f we {tea 


ſuffer © 


% Gt 


7% 


. 
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mſn fer with him, we ſhall be glori- 
ted together. If we bear an heavy 
1þ-Croſs, we ſhall receive a glorious 
4 Crown. I conſider, 

jt, IV. That good men are ſuppor- 
oj;ed under their ſorrows and trou- 
1;Þles here. And if God enable them 
+ toendure, well may he lay upon 
ththem what he pleaſeth, For the 
1:good man is well dealt with when 


he 15enabled here, and hath a ſure 
:Reward hereafter. Ido intend to 
ofefiſcourſe of the ſupports which 
ethe pious man will meet with in 
6 nother place. 


I : 


's CHAP. IL 


b 1 Aving cleared the good Pro- 
if vidence of God, and ſhewed 
n |that the ſufferings of good men are 
fzvery conſiſtent with his particular 
2 'Tare and government, I ſhall 

2 |; Secondly, Shew you the great 
2 \Feaſonableneſs of the Laws of 


"au | Chriſt, 
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his life for his ſake ſhall find it. 


Chriſt, by which we are obligt | 
to ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, ndj ! 
only reproach, and the Joſs of ous * 
worldly goods, but even life it ſe \ 
Our Saviours Precept 1s plain iy! ? 
Luk. 14. this matter. If any man rome to my © 
_——_ ( ſays Chriſt ) and hate not his bay C 
379. ther and Mother, and Wife and Chil *© 
dren, and Brethren and Siſters, yu, © 
and his own life alſo, he cannot be ul} * 
Diſciple. The meaning of thelfl 7 
words 1s plainly this, that we caf ſe 
not be the true Diſciples of Chrif 4 
if we do not prefer his command f 
before Father and Mother, & ® 
and our very life it ſelf. To ha 77 
| thele things 15 to love them leſs that 
jo we do our Saviour, as appeafy ” 
Ll, Luk.9.:;. from a parallel] place. It is but i . 
| we ſhould chooſe to dye rath# 5 
; than deny our Saviour, and ri q 
'Þþ nounce our Religion. And we ay A 
bh Mar.8.34, frequently commanded by ous Ic 
'M Lord to deny our ſelves, to tak 
Wl up his Croſs, to follow him: An by 
m we are aſlured that he that loſe C 
i 
| | Fs 
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the other hand we ate. excluded Mat.1o: 
from the hopes of mercy in ano- 37: 

E ther life if we do now deny our ver.zz. 
” Saviour before men. If we ſuffer, , Tim 2. 
. we ſhall alſo reign with him. If we 12. 
© deny him, he will alſo deny #s.. It is 

Z our intereſt as much as 1t 1s our du- 

© ty to part with life 1t felt in the 

* confeſſion of the truth. Fear ot 
'® them C ſays our Saviour ) which kill —_—_ 
= the body, but are not able to kill the 

EE ſoul; But rather fear him which is 
& able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in 

= Hel. And in another place he tells 
F us; Hethat loveth his life ſhall loſe Joh.r:. 
it-- And he that hateth his life in this *** 

E world, ſhall keep it unto life eter- 
= zal. 
Z* Now certainit is that our Lord 
EZ 1sno hard Maſter, and that all his 

2 Laws are very righteous and good : 

# Our Bleſſed Saviour promifeth us 

reſt if we will become his fol- yg, ;, 
Z lowers, and affures us, that his 29,3e. 
| yoke is eafie, and his burden light. 

* He that undertakes the Laws of 
Chriſt, and ſincerely ſets himſelf 

D to 
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to obey them, will never have any 
cauſe to complain of his Maſter, or 
his Work. They that find fault 


with the Laws of Chriſt are thoſe ©. 
that donot underſtand themaright, _ 
or never did ſeriouſly apply them- * 
ſelves to the practice of them . !: 


That we ſhould chooſe to die ra- 


ther than break his Laws, and re- | 
nounce his Religion, 1s indeed one 
of the hardeſt Laws of Chriſt : But 7 
yet I ſhall ſhew the reaſonableneſs 7 
of it. And to that purpoſe ſhall com- | 
mend to your ſerious confiderati- | 


on the following particulars. 


Firſt, Let us conſider whoſe E 
Law this is, and we ſhall find that | 
the Author of the Law does great- |: 
ly recommend it to us: How hard |: 
ſoever it may otherwiſe ſeem, yet | 
that it is the command of our * 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that confide- 7 
ration 1s of great moment to re- | 
concile us to it. Weought not to # 
think any thing unreaſonable or | 
hard which our Bleſſed Lord, and þ 
dear Redeemer lays upon us: For | 


W—O&#©”"nS RY H— i. y ”_ 
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we are well aſſured of his great 
love and affeftion towards us ; He 
hath given us great proof that he 
loved us, when he was content for 
our ſakes not only to become a 
man, but to die a ſhameful and 
painful death to bring us unto 
Wes. - 

Let us ſtay a while upon this 
conſideration, and meditate upon 
the unheard-of love of our Lord 
Jeſus, and we ſhall ſoon ſee great 
cauſe to think him a good Maſter 
even then when he does oblige 
us to die for his ſake. If our hearts 
be cold and chill, if we find them 
dampt and finktng, let us then me- 
ditate of our Lords love, and that 
will be of great uſe to inflame 
them,and give them ſpirit.Does Je- 
ſus ſay,that wemmſt not fear them that 
kill the body, that we muſt hate our 
own lives if we will be his Diſciples. 
Good is that word of our Deareſt 
Lord, will the pious Soul fay : 
Death ſhall be welcome when ever 
it comes, and it will be not only 

D 2 our 
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our duty to die when our Lord 
would have us, but our honour and 
great Priviledge to be thought 


worthy to die for him who was 
contented to die for us. Alas, this . 
is but very little to what our Lord | 
and Maſter bath done for us. He |: 
was from everlaſting the eternal 
Son of the Father 5 He was happy © 
andglorious, and yet for our ſakes |; 
he was content to ſtoop from Hea- | 
ven to Earth, from the happizeſs | 
and glories above to the pain and | 
contempt of this lower world. He © 
that was the brightneſs of his Fa- 7 
thers glory was willing to be 
eclipſed and obſcured with our |: 
fleſh, and with our infirmities. He, | 
that upheld all things by the word © 
of his power, was yet contented 
to be incloſed in the Womb of a © 
Virgin, to be wrapt up in ſwad- 7 
ling cloaths, to lie in a Stable, to # 
be ſubject to his Creatures, to be © 
tempted by the Devil, to be hun- 
gred and thirſty, to be buffeted | 
and hanged on a Tree, that he # 
might Þ% 


bed AY fron band haps fon BY MPY 


EGS: eds oe. at 8 As toi td firs Wed gs AS A a Ay 


[37] 
might ſaveloſt Mankind. He was 
at theſe pains for the helpleſs, and 
for ſinners, for Caitiffs and Rebels, - 
for them who had diſhonoured his 
Father, and ruined themſelves. 
Here 1s alove without a Parallel, 
a love that paſſeth knowledge, a- 
love that i ſtronger than death, 
and that ſurpaſſeth the love of wo- 
men. Here are all the dimenſions 
of love; here is height and depth, 
a length and breadth: Jeſus did 
that for his Enemies which rarely 
hath been done for the greateſt 
Friends and Benefactors. Greater 
love than this hath no man, that he 
ſhould lay down his life for his 
Friend. Thisis the higheſt flight 
of friendſhip, and we have but 
few examples of it, Our Lords 
kindneſs roſe higher by far : He 
died for theungodly, for the weak, 
and them that were without all 
hope. 

Who can ſeriouſly think of this 
and not find himſelf conſtrained by 
the ove of Jefus to be willing to 
D 3 die 
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die for him? It isaneafie task that 
lies upon us, to love him that hath 


firſt loved us, and to die for him * 
that died for us; This 1s very rea- - 
ſonable, and a moſt gentle com- | 
mand, tolay down our life for him *: 
who firſt laid down his for us. We | 
ſeeſome Servants will hazard their | 
lives for the ſake of their Maſters ; © 
Loyal Subjets will not ſtick to | 
ſhed their bloud in defence of | 
their King and Country. There 
are thoſe would dare to die for |: 
a good man, or for a faithful # 
friend : My Lord mult needs & 
be dearer to me than any of 


my Relatives, or my fellow. Crea- 
tures. I muſt be very ungrateful 
if T forget his love. 

But that which ſtill does farther 
recommend this Law to us, is this, 
That our Saviour commands no 


morethan what he himſelf did. He | 
would we ſhould die in bearing | 
witneſs to the truth. It is fit we | 
ſhould do it, and he led us the F 


way, He hath recommended this 
Precept 


- 
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{ Precept to usnot only by his Do- 
 Grine, but by his Example allo. 
” Indeed, our Lord was filent when 
he was reproached, and inconhi- 
> ſtently accuſed, but he was not fa 
© -whenhe was adjured by the High mar. es. 
 Prieſtto tell him whether he were $364. 
| © the Chriſt, the Sonof God or not. 
| He witneſſed a good Confeſſion 
E before Pontius Pilate, and tells 
'& him, Tothis end was [ born, and for kdwrg 
F& this cauſe came I into the world, that _ 
= JTfhould bear witneſs unts the truth. 
> Our Lord ſealed the truth with his 
> own bloud, and does not put his 
# Followers upon that which he de- 
 clined himfelf. 
This Example of our Lord does 
give great force to his Law: And 
it is very reaſonable we ſhould do 
what the great Captain of our 
Salvation hath done. Every where 
we judge this very reaſonable : 
The Souldier thinks himſelf obli- 
ged to ſhew courage when he ſees 
his General expoſe himſelf to the 
thickeſt of the danger. And the 
D 4 SEr- 
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Servant thinks himſelf well dealt 
with when his Maſter commands 
no more of him than what he is 
willing to do himſelf. The Diſct-.| 
ple is not above his Maſter, nor the}. 
Servant above his Lord. That 1þþ 
not thought an hard Law which # 
the Law-giver ſuffers himſelf to be 


concluded by, 


2. Let us conſider the command} 
it ſelf, and that is, that we ſhould 
rather part with this life than to 
deny our Lord, and forfeit our 
hopes of a better life. This may 
at firſt fight ſeem a very hard ſay-| 
ing, but when we draw near, and # 
conſider it well, we ſhall find it a | 
very reaſonable Law, and that it is 
no obje&ion againſt what our | 
Lord hath ſaid, when he tells us, 
that his yoke zs eaſie, and his burden 


hight. 


The truth is, * we diſquiet our | 


ſelves In vain, and as our happineſs 


15 but phantaſtick and imaginary, 
ſoisa great part of our miſery alſo. | 
We make a falſe judgment of Þ 
things, # 
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]t Þ things, and ſet a very unequal rate 
ds | and price upon them. And this 
is we commonly do in the account 
2&- |; we make of life and death. For as 
1e;. weeſteem of this life at a greater 
& rate than we ought, ſo we judge 
# death to be a greater evil than in- 
deed it 1s. I defire that you 
= would ( under this general head ) 
; conſider well the following parti- 
d# culars. And, 
TI. That barely to live1s not in 
& itſelf a thing of any vaſt moment; 
# It is no high Prerogative and un- 
z valuable peculiar. For the ſmal- 
& leſt Mite or Ante, the vileſt Worm 
Z or Serpent live as well as we. 
+ When Marcel/inus was lick, all that 
& were about him flattered him, and 
| ſaid that which they thought 
 wou'd pleaſe him moſt ; Every man 
# gave him that Counſcl that they 
& thought would be'to him the moſt 
| grateful. But there came to him 
E an honeſt Stoick, that dealt fincere- 
- Iy with him. He told him, that 
| heneed not much affiict himſelf - 
1 
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if ſome great matter were befor, 
him: It zs (ſays he ) zo great thing, 
to live 5 All thy Servants live, and L.- 


Non eſt ves 
magna Vi- 


vere, onnes every Animal does it : It is a reat'* 
J great \whi 


ſervi tu thing to die well, wiſely, and un\. 


wvivunt, D au 


omnia ani- dauntedly. Life conſidered abſtrad# 
malizzECe ]y is of no great price, and there 
Sen, Ep. .£ 
_ are many Creatures that have iti 
which wedo not greatly value up} 

on that ſcore. And when our Lord 
requires us to give up our life, he 

does not command any great thing 

of us in doing that. Lite it ſelf uw 

at beſt but a manner or circum ,.c 

ſtance of being, and there are tho ;, ; 
Creatures which have it, whoſt ;c ; 
condition is yet very mean and 70 

low. Lite alone does not importÞy 5; + 

any happineſs at all: Inſtead off ,jj 

that, it often ſerves to make} e 

them who have it ſenſible of theirÞ 
miſery. | | pr 

2. That ſuppoſing life more va-Þ 

luable than it is, yetit isbuta ve-Þ 1g 

ry little of it we loſe when wepartÞ c; 

with it by the hands of violence. þ« 
Itis.indeed of very great moment F jj; 

how 3 
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Ew we live, of very little how 
"Flog. He that takes our life away 
does rob us of very little. And 
4 when God calls for it, we have no 
cauſe to murmur and complain. 
We generally take falſe meaſures 
"There, and there 1s nothing in which 
Ewe more frequently miſcount than 
Ewe doin this matter. And hence 
fit is that we judge ſo much amiſs of 
tour Saviours Laws. For what 1s 
| this life that we put ſo great a price 
{upon ? What it 1s at the moſt? I 
& reckon that what we have ſpent of 
#1it1s notatall, and what is to come 
is not yet. That which is paſt 1s 
E gone irrecoverably, and that which 
# 1sto come1s not yetat all ; ſo that 
{ all we have, and all that we can 
be ſaid to loſe is the preſent mo- 
| ment. In all things elſe we cannot 
| properly be ſaid to be deprived of 
what we had loſt before, or to - 


Moyoy £ 
£X4-505 
| loſe what we never had. No. man meg» 77- 
{ can be deprived of more than what 29 
he hath in actual poſſeſſion. We gion 3 
hve the preſent moment only : For # «das. 
| | Mar. Ant, 
all l.3. C.8, 
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all the reſt, we either havelived itf'©* » 
or it is uncertain whether we ſhalſſ®'*? | 
or not. This is all then that w&*© " 
loſe, and indeed all that we cafpe 
enjoy at once, the preſent momen 
So that one of the Ancients faid b 
very truly, That he that died wer © | 
old, and he that died very young bf. 
but one and the ſame thing: Fo 
ſaid he, the preſent time 3s that on 
which any man can be deprived « 
Agreeably hereunto the Apoltk 
ſpeaks when he calls the ſuffering 
Ti v3y x92- of this life, the ſufferings of thi 
$e-n.8.18, Preſent time. It 1s but a moment tha 
we ſuffer, for it 1s but a moment 
that we liveat once. It is true ut 
deed, we flatter our ſelves with 
long time that we have tolive, buf 
we cannot promiſe our ſelves thafh 
which 1s to come; and we cannd , 
with any propriety of Speecciſh 1. 
beſaid to loſe that which we nevaſy | 

had. 
3. That ſuppoſing we might = 
havelived longer, had we not been 
cut off by the hands of violence, 


yet 


14.1.2. 
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Set is this a very inconſiderable 
Foſs; Our Saviour is no hard Ma- 
er if he call us hence inour youth 
Rand full ſtrength, and ſuffer us to 
fall under the hands of violence. 
hat does all this amount to ?;We 
Eo but die a little ſooner, and after 
Bnother way. And ſure we have 
ittle love for our Lord and our 
&<ligion if we think much to do 
his. 
| For ſuppoſe we mighthave lived 
onger yet, that 1snot much which 
we loſe. Perhaps a few years or 
months, and what does it ſfignifie ? 
hat proportion does this hold to 
ternity 2 Or of what moment is 
t if you conſider the boundleſs 
love of God and our bleſſed 
Saviour 2 A long life 1s no infalli- 
ble token of Gods favour under 
the Goſpel, This was indeed a 
bleſſing under the Law of Moſes. 
But we are now received into a 
better Covenant. We know it was 
otherwiſe before the Law of Mo- 
es wasgiven. Enoch, that walked 
| with 
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with God, and that pleaſed hin 
lived the ſhorteſt life of any of th 
Patriarchs from Adam to Nod; 
| *095 ©&- And many times ſo it is, that he dif 
w* org in his youth whom Cod loves. 
«+74G-. bath been eſteemed a favour to bi 
removed hence betimes. We muj 
die, and if we are ſure of that, | 
is of ſmall moment when we dy 
And therefore when we. die ft 
our Religion, we do not loſe mud 
for the ſake of it z For we muſt 
die: Weare but deprived of thu 
which we knew before would er 
long be taken from us. If ow 
houſe had not been pulled or fir 
down, yet ina little while it woull| 
have fallen of it ſelf. He thi 
kills me does not by doing ſo mak 
Si mortem me mortal, he found me fo. We 
2Q/*5 haveno cauſe to fear death wha 


evadere, 
merits mo. We know we cannot eſcape it 


— immortality which we are depr 
vedof. Let us not phanſie th: 
our Lord requires any grea 
matter of us, when he com 

| mand; 


74timere- When weare killed, it is life, noÞ + ; 
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Emands us to lay down our life 
Sfor his ſake. We muſt have died 
if he had never made this Law, 
Pand it isa ſmall matter which he re- 
quires of us when he would have 
us die for him. When one told P/m 
Socrates that the Athenians had de- $,rar. 
creed his death : He told him that 
Nature had decreed theirs alſo. His 
death was haſtened by them, 1t 
was determined by a ſuperiour 
Power. We have no cauſe to 
complain, but great cauſe to bleſs 
God, that ſince we muſt die, he 1s 
gpleaſed to call upon us to do it 1n 
Ja righteous cauſe. We are very 
fooliſh and fond, if we now mur- 
{mur and complain. 
| I know'very well that we are 
affrighted with the pain of a vio- 
lent and- unnatural death; And 
perhaps theſhame and reproach of 
Itis alſo irkſom to us. 
For its reproach and ihame 1t 15 
the moſt trifling pretence imagina- 
[nable. AndI can hardly think that 
a wiſe man upon ſecond thoughts 
| can 
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Heb. 12.2, faid of our Lord, that he erdured 
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can be moved with ſo vain a confi- 


deration as this. . The truth of itf 


is, there 1s not any ſhadow in this 
pretence. For to die for our Re- 
lIigion, whatever our death be, js 


not more our duty than. it 1s ourF 
priviledee,and our honour. ThefirſtF 
Chriſtians judged thus.They rejoy-F 
ced in this, that they were eſteem: | 
ed worthy to ſiufter for the name of} 
Chriſt. It is no reproach to ſuffer } 


any death in a good cauſe. Hef 
that dies for his Country 15 not by} 


any wiſe man reproached becauſe! 
he was found dead in a ditch. Itis/ 
the Crime, not the kind of death, | 
that makes death diſhonourable,þ 
He falls well, whatever hand val 
hin down, that falls in a good} 
c:nſe.Our Lord died upon a Crols | 
His was a paizfal, and the moſt 
ſhameful death. It was the puniſh- 
ment of Slaves, ahd the moſt 


infamous Criminals, Now it 1s 


the Croſs deſpiſmng the ſhame. The 
pain was very aftiictive to his fleſh,” 
but 7 
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but yet ſuch was his love that he 
endured that : But then his death 

was as ſhameful as his Enemies 

could have deviſed, but the ſhame 

our Lord deſpiſed. And ſure if our x1 ,qp 
Lord did this for us, well may we agipnny 


doit for him. Well may we glory —_ 


in that Croſs which our Lord hath 2, $:e-- 
born. Toy, M.A 
roninel,7: 


But then for the pain of a vio-,.,.. 
lent death we fhall not need much 
to diſquiet our ſelves; we affright 
our ſelves without cauſe, and we 
do diſquiet our ſelves in vain, We 
think ofRacks and Wheels, of fire 
and faggot when we think of our 
Enemies, from whom we expect 
no mercy. But it is certain, that we 
often torment ourſelves with evils 
that ſhall never overtake us:But yet 
we will ſuppoſe that we meet with 
great pain: What then? This pain 
will be tolerable, or not: If it be 
tolerable, we may endure it; if not, 
we ſhall notbe long troubled with 
it. That will end, or we ſhall. We 
cannot laſtlong under extreme pain. 

E Belides, 
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Beſides, it 1s not unlikely but a 
diſeaſe may put us to ſharper and 
longer pains than a Tyrant will 
ever do. ACalenture may be more 
troubleſom to us than fire and fag- 
got, andthe flames of a Fever may 


ſcorch us more ſeverely than other 


flames : And they that have felt 
the extremity of the Gout and 
Stone will calily grant that it is a 
favour to die by the Sword of a 
Tyrant. We donot know but we 
Fog 1 may be tortured on our Beds ; and 
£quuleun What great matter 1s it whether we 


an ine be exerciſed upon a Bed, or upon 


Ciulum tore 
quend:ss A Wheel. 


aſcenderis ? Tyrant will ſooner releaſe us than 
oor oo a diſeaſe. What needeſt thou care 
Epicer. ( ſays the heathen Philoſopher ) 
l.2.C.6. what way thou goeſt into another 


that is the. ſhorteſt which a Tyrant 
ſends. Never was any Tyrant ſix 
months in killing any man « A Fe- 
wer hath often detained men a whole 


Is 


It 1s very likely that a | 


Worlds They are alike. But yct if | 
thou art willing to know the truth, | 


zear. What is.t then that we fear ? |' 
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Is it the Sword of an Enemy ? But 
are we ſure we ſhall diean eafter 
death ? Perhaps this Sword may 
may reſcue usfrom greater pains 


and miſeries. Whey once I had learnt Arrian, 
C fays the ſame Philoſopher ) that "4<7- 


he that 3s born muſt alſo die. I am 
indifferent whether I die by a Fe- 
ver, or the fall of a Tile, or I be 
killed by a Souldier : But if I muſt 
compare, I know that a Souldier will 
deſtroy me with the leaſt pain, It 1s 
very incon{iderable, fince we muſt 
die, after what manner we do it. 
And it there be any diflerence, per- 
haps this way of dying by a Ty- 
rant may be the gentler. 

4. That the life which we part 
with, when we die for our Relt- 
Iigion, 1s not worth the keeping 
upon thoſe terms, upon which 
alone we have the liberty to pre- 
ſerve it. Lite, I grant, 1s a very 
valuable thing ; Eſpecially the life 
of a mans But let us conſider 
a while what that is that makes 1t 
ſo : It is not becauſe it gives us the 

E 2 oppor= 
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opportunity of eating and drink- 
Ing, and ſporting our ſelves in the 
World. This is the life of a Brute, 
and not the life of a man, much 
leſs of a worſhipper of God. But 
our life is deſirable as it relates to 


a better life, and it ſerves the pur- 7 


poſes of Eternity. They are the # 


caufes or ends of life which make it | 


defirable. So long as they continue, þ 
life is not only a bleſſing, but a 
moſt unſpeakable one. The great 
ends of, life are the ſervice of God, | 
and doing good to one another, in } 
order to a future glory and immor- | 
tality. It 1s here we lay a foun- |; 
dation for a future bliſs and happi- 
neſs. This life is the Stage on 
which we act our parts well : 
This 1s the ſtate of trial, and this | 
life is very valuable conſidered |. 


with its reference and ſubordina- |. 


tion to that glory which we expe& |: 
hereafter. We know there is a {| 
reward for the righteous, and out þ 
of reſpe& to that it is that we 
ſtrive to abound in all the fruits of 

righteouſ- 
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; righteouſneſs, and perfe@ holineſs 
in the fear of God. Whiles our 
life ſerves ſo great an end it is 
worth the preſerving, but without 
this 1t1s nothing worth. For bare- 
ly to live is not the happineſs and 
# perfection ofa man. If then it come 
# to this, that we muſt loſe our life, 
Z or proſtitute our Conſciences, and 
; deny the faith,our life is not worth 
the keeping upon theſe hard terms. 
For when the end of life is gone, 
{ What 1s life it ſelf but a burden 
| and reproach to him that hath 
it 2 
} In other things we judge thus. 
We value things by their endand 
uſefulneſs. And when they are 
| rendred unfit for their end, we 
value them not any longer. Who 
- regards any thing any farther 
| than as it anſwers its end 2 Who 
; regards an unfruitful and dry Vine 
or Fig-treez Who values adulte- 
rate Coin, or uſeleſs Beaſts ? It 1s 
' the end and uſefulneſs of things 


that ſets a rate and price upon 
E 3 them, 
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them. We reje& thoſe things that | 
are uſeleſs as we do Salt that hath 
loſt its ſavour. | 

But nothing is more vile and 
contemptible than our life when it 
1s deprived of its end. A man that 
hath Shipwracked his Faith, and 
proſtituted his Conſcience to fave # 
his goods and his life 1s of all | 
Creatures in this lower world the | 
moſt deplorably miſerable. He 
lives indeed, but he 1s an uneaſie 
burden to himſelf, and a cumber | 
to the Earth, He lives, but hisF 
Iifeis nothing worth when he is be- þ 
reft of his integrity, and hath for- þ 
feited his future hopes. Life is not | 
worth any mans keeping upon ſuch Þ 
terms as theſe are. Socrates told |: 
the Athenians, that if they would 
offer him his life upon condition 
that he ſhould no longer Philoſo- | 
phize, he would thank them in- 
deed, but not accept of life upon 
thoſe terms; And adds, that he 
would rather obey God than them. | 
Hence it was that the firſt Chri- | 
| {tzans 


| 
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ſtians would rather die than do that 


which was evil. And ſome of the 
honeſter Heathens did thus alſo. 


Priſeus Helvidius was a Senator of Arian: 


Rome, and conſidered the duty of 
his place. The Empercur ſent to 
him,and forbid him to come into the 
Senate : Priſc#s told him, It wasin 
his power to remove him from be- 
ing a Senator, till that was done he 
would go into the Senate : Then 
the Emperour commanded him, it 
wentinto the Senate, to. hold his 
peace: But Priſczs told him, that 
he would ſpeak what he thought 
was juſt and right, : But Priſcus 
added, If you ſay you will kill me, 
when did I affirm that I was immor- 
tal 8 Do you your part, I vill do 
mine « It is your part to kill: It 3s 
mine to die undauntedly. It is your 
part to baniſh, it is mine to g0 away 
without grief. Our life is worth 
preſerving, but not with the loſs of 
our integrity. It is its end and its 
relation to a future ſtate that gives 
it value, 
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3.Let us conſider the ground or rea- 
ſon of this command of our Lord. 
The truth 1s our Lords will in this 
caſe ought to be ground enough 
tous. It ſhould be enough that 
our Lord hath faid it; it will not 
become us to diſpute our Saviours 
Law. But yet our Saviour deals 
with us with great condeſcenfion, 
he does not govern us after an ar- 
bitrary manner, His Laws are 
founded upon Juſtice, and do 
carry with them a great conviction 
that they are juſt and reaſonable. 
And as it 1s thus every where elle, 
ſoitis in the matter that lies before 
us. Our Lordrequires us to part 
with our lives, but it is upon a 
good account that he requires it. 
And we cannot but judge this very 
reaſonable when it 1s conſidered, 
that, when our Lord requires this, 
he does it only then when by our 
obedience we are aſſured to avoid 
a greater evil than what we ſuffer, 
and to attain a greater good than 
we forego, 

By 
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By our obedience to this Law: 
we are ſure to avoid a preater evil 
than that is which we ſuffer. And 
this will be evident if we will but 
take the pains to conſider what it 
is we ſuffer; and what evils we 
avoid by it. For our ſuffering it can 
amount to no more than the loſs of 
this preſent life : This is the utmoſt 
that we can ſuffer. No force or 
malice can reach any farther than 
this comes to. Let us make the 
molt of it, it will not be much we 
loſe. And whatever evil the loſs 
of this life is, yet it holds no pro- 
portion at all to the evils, which by 
this means we avoid; And they 
are theſe two: 

1. We avoid the horrors and 
clamours of an accufing Conſci- 
ence. Say that we decline our ſuffe- 
rizg, and deny our Religion; that 
to avoid death we wrong our Conſci- 
ence : Donot think your troubles 
now at an end when you have ta- 
ken this courſe, and that you ſhall 
live pleaſant days for the future. 
This 


Amos 5, 
19. 


= 
This 1s but 45 if a mar did flee from 
a Lien, and a Bear met him ; Or 
went into the houſe and leaned his 
hand on the Wall, and a Serpent bit 
him: Alas poor man, thou doſt 
but run from one evil into another, 
and, which is the ſaddeſt, from the 
leaſt into the greateſt: From bodily 
pain, into the horrors of a guilty 
mind. And ſure I am there 1s no 
compare between the one and the 
other. There 1s no ſorrow. like 
that of a wounded Spirit. Others 
may be avoided, or they may be 
cured, they may be diverted, and 
they have been born : But a woun- 
ded ſpirit who can bear? This 1s an 
evil from within, a perpetual diſ- 
quiet at home. The other evils are 
but foreign, and from without. 


There 1s no plaguelike that of the | 


heart. All other ſtrokes they do 
but batter the out-works, this 
throws down the main Fort. Grea- 
ter madneſs cannot be than to 
wrong our Conſciences that we 
may ſave our lives; To wound our 

' Souls 
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Souls that we may keep our Skzz 
intire. This is to regard the Gar- 
ment more than we do what it co- 
vers. What 151t that bewitches us? 
Can we meet with any evil in this 
world to be compared with the 
guilt and horrors of our own minds? 
Will any thing comfort us when 
our own minds upbraid us? Wall 
any thing be able to hold us up 
when our hearts fink within-us ? 
Surely, all other ſorrows are very 
trifling things to this one forrow of 


a guilty and xgawakened mind. For an 


we find that it 1s this that makes 
our ather ſorrows ſharp and pol- 
nant 3 1t 1s this that gives them a 
keen edge, and makes them pierce 
deep. Guilt renders evenour out- 
ward Crofles and ſorrows double. 
It 1s this that preſſes and weighs us 
down under our other burdens. 
We runinto a greater evil than we 
run from, when to eſcape a ſuffe- 
ring we commit a fin. We do but 
divert the blow from our body, 
and receive the deadly ſtroke up- 

. on 
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on our ſouls. For ſure I am that 
Fire and Faggot, Wheels and Gib- 
bets, all the Inſtruments of cruelty 
and death are very gentle Evils to 
the horrors and laſhes of a guilty 
and accuſing Conſcience. But 
then, 

2, We avoid by this means an 
eternal and unſpeakable mitery : 
The flames of Hell, I mean, which 
opens its mouth to receive thoſe 
profane ſinners that chooſe that 
everlaſting burning before the ſuf- 
ferings of this preſent lifes What 
proportion 1s there now between a 
Temporal and an Eternal death ? 
Between the ſorrows of this pre- 
ſent time and thoſe everlaſting ſor- 
rows; Is there any burning to be 
compared to that fire which never 
goes out ? Any Dungeon or Priſon 
fit to be compared with thoſe 
chainsof darkneſs? Does not that 
worm that never dies ſpeak infinite 
more terror than any Croſs or Gib- 
bet, any pain or torment here be- 
low? Can we conceive what it is 

08 
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to die eternally ? Is there any evil 
like unto this 2 Is any ſentence 
ſo formidable as that of Depart ya.zs. 
from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire 4, 
prepared for the: Devil and his An- 
gels £ Certainly the parting of the 
ſoul from the body 1s but a ſmall | 
thing to the parting of the ſoul + | 
from God the fountain of its being | 
and happineſs. We look upon 
death as formidable which (trips us 
of our worldly properties, divides 
us from this body, and from this 
world, but what is it then to be 
eternally ſeparated from our God? 
To depart from God, to depart 
with a Curſe, to depart into ever- 
laſting fire, to depart into the 
portion of Devils and apoſtate 
Fiends 1s more than can be expreſ- 
ſed in time. 

My God, my God why doſt thou 

part from me! 
Was ſuch a grief as cannot 
be 


The Son of God cried out when 


he was for a while deprived of a 
ſenſe 
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Tenſe of Gods favour, when he 


was in that agony which he under- 
went upon our ſcore. But who 
can tell, nay, who can think how 
ſad this will be, when God will be 
merciful to a man no more? When 
we die for our Religion, it 1s that 
we may not dieeternally. When we 
loſe our life here, it 1s that we may 
not die the ſecond death. Having 
premiſed theſe things, I ſhall now 
proceed to lay before you the 
helps and affiſtances that our Reli- 
gion does afford us againſt the ſe- 
vereſt trials that we ſhall meet 
with in our Chriſtian Courſe and 
Warfare. 
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CHAP. IL. 


—Irſt, Our Religion lays before 
F- usthe hope of eternal life for 
our ſupport under the ſufferings | 
and calamities of this ſhort life. | 
Rejozce (ſays the Apoſtle ) 7# 95 ; per. 4 | 
much as ye are partakers of Chriſts 13- j 
ſufferings, that when his glory ſhall be | 
revealed ye may be glad alſo with ex- | 
ceeding joy. 1 ſhall take the hberty 
to enlarge ſomewhat upon this 
Theme,and conlider : 1.The great- 
neſs of the reward ; 2. The clear- 
neſs of its revelation; 3. Andthe 
fitneſs of it to work upon us. 

1. Thegreatnelſs of the reward. 

| Here is enough to make us happy 
amidft all the evils of this world. 
Bleſjed are they which are perſecuttd ,,  . 
for righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs js the 10,11. 
Kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed are ye 
when men ſhall revile you, and per ſc- l 
cute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of ; 


cuil 


Heb.4.9. 
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evil againſt you falſely for my ſake, : 
Here is that which will enable us jj 


not to endure = with patience | 
O 


but to rejoice al 
confidered. 

But it is certain that Eternal lif: 
isa vaſt and wide Ocean, a bound- 
leſs Theme thatit will not be eaſe 
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to ſpeak of as we ſhould, who| 


know but in part, and ſee through | 


a glaſs darkly. Howbeit I ſhall 
ſay ſomething,and leave very much 
more tobe underſtood. 

Tt is called in the Scriptures a 
Reſt, or Sabbatiſm, and that expreſ- 
fion does both tell us what Heaven, 
and what this life 1s. That this life 
1s, a life of toil and labour, the 
burden, and ' back part of the 
Week; Juſt asof old the firſt days 
of the week were, days of labour 
and work. The other life is the 
everlaſting Sabbath which does 
relieve and deliver us from our 


toil, and refreſh us after our pain | 


and toil, Weare hereſollicited by 
our fears, bowed down with 
ſorrow, 
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ſorrow, worn with labour, pained 
with fickneſs, affrighted with evil 
tidings, and with the apprehenfi- 
ons of death. We ate much aftii- 
&ed with the malice and power of 
evil men, and not ſuffered to be 
at reſt. There the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, there the weary be at 
reſt. There the Priſoners reſt toge- 


 ther,they hear not the woice of the Op- 


preſſor. 

This is a ſtate of Change and, 
great Viciſſitude, and when things 
go well with us, we are not ſecure, 
they will continue in that poſture. 
The Clouds of a fudden gather 
together after the cleareſt Shine, 
And the moſt ſetled , courſe of 
things in this world, 1s {yet full of 
change and variety. When things 
are as we would havethem, they 
do not long continue ſo; fome- 
thing or other ariſes that diſturbs 
the order of things,or at leaſt ruffles 
the calme of our minds. The dark 
night ſends away the brightneſs of 
the day, and caſts a black Mantle 
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over the gaiety that entertained us, 
The delights of the Spring are re- 
moved by the heat of Summer ; and 
a keen and ſharp Winter robs us 
again of the pleaſure of a more 
open ſeaſon. Thus 1t 1s here be- 
low: We are entertained with va- 
rious things; and we are ſoon 
{tripped of that pleaſure which we 
embraced with the greateſt wel- 
com. In the firſt days of the 
Week ( in the Book of Gemeſis ) 
It is conſtantly ſaid, for fix days to- 
gether, that the Evening and the 
Morning was ſuch and ſuch a day. 
But when we come to the ſeventh 
day we read no ſuch thing: It is 
Gen.2.3- ſaid, that God bleſſed the ſeventh 
day and ſan@ified it, This gives us 
a fair repreſentation of this, and 
the other life. This lifeis the bur- 
den of the Week, it hath its Even- 
ing as well as its Morning: The 
lite to comeis all alike, There 1s 
noEvening there that ſhall remove 
the light from the place where 
Kerv.22.5» God dwels. There ſhall be no night 


there, 
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there, and they need no Candle, nei- 
ther light of the Sur : For the Lord 
giveth them light, 

This one conſideration does 
greatly recommend to us the hap- 
pineſs of a future ſtate, v7z.that it 
Is a ſtate of reſt. To think that 
we ſhall be out of the reach of 
power and malice, that all our la- 
bour, our toil, and care 1s at an 
end. That we ſhall no more be 
harraſſed and diſturbed by the 
evils of life. 

But this is not all that recom- 
 mends to us a future ſtate. It is re- 
preſented to us 1n the Holy Scr1- 
ptures as a ſtate of great joy and 
pleaſure: And itis conſequently ex- 
preſied by ſuch terms as do import 
noleſs, and ſuch as do imply more 
than can be expreſied or under- 
ſtood. Thus it is ſometimes ex- 
preſſed by a Kingdom, or a Crown, 
by a Feaſt, and by Pleaſures, but 
then weareaſſured that it amounts 
to more than all theſe things ſpeak, 


and that it 1s beyond what eye hath 
F 2 ſeen, 
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feen, or ear heard, or what hath 
entered into the heart of man to 
conceive. It is indeed a Crown, a 
Kingdom, a Feaſt, and it is much 
more than all this : It 1s the beſt of 
all this, and more than this. It 1s a 
Kingdom without Cares; a Crown 
without a Croſs, a Feaſt without 
Satiety. It1s called by theſe Tittle 


names becauſe theſe are the grea- 


teſt things which this lower world 
hath. Theſe words among us ſound 
high, they ſpeak power and ho- 
nour, plenty and pleaſure, and 
what the world calls good, and 
therefore Heaven is repreſented 
by ſuch things which we under- 
{ſtand and regard. But then thefe 
are but low and ſhort repreſenta- 
tions of the things themſelves. Such 
Images of heaven as the Taber- 
nacle and Temple among the Jews 
were of this and the other World, 
or of Earth and Heaven. They 
were Images in little, but came 
greatly ſhort of what they 
reprefented. For as Hell 1s 
repreſented 


LE 
repreſented in the Scripture-ſtyle 
by Fire, and by Darkneſs, and 
by the Valley of Hinnom, which 
were things in themſelves very 
ſad, and things that were eaſily 
underſtood, but yet far ſhort 
of what they repreſent: So is 
Heaven repreſented to us by 
the beſt things below, but theſe 
things come infinitely ſhort 
of that which they repre- 
ſent. 

At other times we find our fu- 
ture happineſs otherwiſe expreſled, 
by being with the Lord, by ſeeing 
of God, by knowing as we are 
known, and being like our Lord. 
Theſe are expreſſions that are very 
big indeed, but ſtill they import 
more than we are able in this ſtate 
fully to comprehend : They im- 
ply the greateſt perfection that our 
natures are capable of, and that 
our imperfections ſhall be quite ta- 
ken away. We are mightily ſtruck 
and affected with ſeeing what we 
had but heard of, we are ſtrangely 
F 3 pleaſed 
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pleaſed with apprehending a thing 
clearly which we knew not, or 
knew but imperfeRly before. We 
are greatly taken with the com- 
pany of our deareſt friends, and 
by our approving our ſelves to the 
vertuous and the good : And there- 
fore Heavenis repreſented to us in 
terms that ſpeak the greateſt and 
molt rational ſatisfa&tion. But then 
ſtill we live in houſes of clay, we 
are dull of conceiving, andclogg'd 
with our fleſh. And theſe things 
are ſpiritually diſcerned, and to 
apprehend them to good purpoſe 
we bult be greatly abitrafted from 
the body, ſubdued to the world, 
and weaned from our ſenſualities. 
And when we are ſo in great mea- 
ſure, we ſhall be mightily affected 
with theſe things. 

Eſpecially, when' we remember 
that in that eſtate we ſhall be per- 
fect men : That our weakneſs and 
our folly ſhall be taken away, and 
all that which hinders and indi{- 
poſes us in this lower World ſhall 

be 
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be taken out of the way. Our Un- 
derſtandings ſhall then be clear, and 
we ſhall no more be troubled with 
the fumes and miſts that now are 
before our eyes. We ſhall judge 
no longer by falſe Rules and Mea- 
ſures; we ſhall not be blinded by 
prejudice and prepoſleſiion, by 
pafhon, and by ſecular reſpects : We 
that now know as Children do, 
ſhall then know clearly, and as we 
are known. And then our Wills, 
that are now crooked, and per- 
verſe, and in great meaſure unre- 
ſigned, ( which is the ſource of our 
trouble 1n this life ) ſhall be recti- 
fied, and ſwallowed up into the 
Divine Will. Our Paſſions ſhall 
no longer diſturb and blind us, bur 
we ſhall be perfe&ted and comple- 
ted, throughly refined, and puri- 
fied, and perfectly reliſh the Joys 
of a future ſtate, which as much 
ſurpaſs all the good things of this 
World as the Heavens ſurpaſs this 
lump of Earth we tread on. 
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After all this it muſt be remem- 
bred that that ſtate ſhall abide 
for Ever. Weſhall there for Ever 
be with the Lord. Our Kingdom 
ſhall have no end, nor ſhall our 
Crown fade away. We ſhall not 
know what the infirmities of 
Age, and what the fears of Death 
mean. There will be an eternal 
Day without a ſucceeding Night ; 
a Shine without fear of Clouds or 
Tempeſt; a perpetual Triumph 
without mixture and Allay. This 
gives an unſpeakable weight to 
that Crown of glpry,and it will not 
now fit unealily upon our heads, 
we not being burdened with the 
anxious thoughts of death and a 
future reckoning. 

2. I conſider the clearneſs of the 
Revelation of this Eternal life. Fox 
this isa Conſideration of great ma- 
ment 1n the caſe that lies before us. 
For had not the -revelation been 
clear, the thing 1t ſelf could not 
have wrought very powertully up- 


ON us. | 
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The heathen world wanted this 
diſcovery to animate them to wor- 
thy actions. And for the Jews, we 
read nothing in the five Books of 
Moſes,ot Eternal life. T do not deny 
but that devout and holy men a- 
monglt them, had about them an ex- 
pectation of a future Bliſs : Nay 
more,I makeno doubt they had allo 
among them ſomeſhadows,and ob- 
{cure Images of this Blefled State. 
But then as this was not on Gods 
part any expreſs Promiſe, 1o it 1s 
certain that they had but very ob- 
{cure notices of this happineſs. 
But thanks be to God the caſe is 
better with us: Our Lord hath 
aboliſied death, and brought life _. _. 
and j whe» to light through £L = — 
Goſpel, We have it now clearly 
and openly revealed, and have by 
the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt re- 
ceived the utmoſt aſſurance of it. 
It 38 not now obſcured under Types 
and Veils, under the wealth and 
plenty of a Land that flowed with 
Milk and Honey, but it is now 


| revealed _ 


I Pet, Is 
334+ 
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revealed clearly, and our Lord 
hath given us the utmoſt aſſu- 
rance that we could delire in the 
caſe. | 

He hath not only taught us this 
Doctrine, but confirmed it to us 
by many Miracles, and particularly 
by his own Reſurre&tion from the 
dead ; and after that he himſelf 
aſcended into Heaven, in the ſight 
of his Diſciples. What ſhall weſay 
now? Can we forbear to uſe the 
Apoſtles words? Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which according to his abundant mer- 
cy hath begotten us again unto a live- 
ly hope ( or to the hope of life, as 
one Greek Copy hath it) by the 
ReſurreFion of Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead; to an Inheritance incorrupti- 
ble and undefiled, and that fadeth 
0t away, reſerved in heaven for you. 
Weare now begotten to the hope 
of life and immortality. The 
Bleſſed Tidings thereof was 


brought us from heaven by the. 


Son of God, and he confirmed 
what 
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what he ſaid by Miracles that were 
unqueſtionable; and to give us 
the greateſt aſſurance, he did him- 
ſelf riſe out of the Grave, and 
aſcended thither viſibly. What is 
there wanting now to confirm our 
faith, if we do but credit the very 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel ? That tells 
us the many wonders that Chriſt 
did, even beſides what are writ- 
ten, and that theſe are written 
that we might believe that Jeſus is 
the Chriſt, and that believing, we _—_— 
might have life ( or, as one Greek” 
Copy hath it, eternal life ) through 
his name. 

3. I conſider how fit this hope 
of Eternal life is to work upon us, 
and to render us patient and con- 
ſtant under the ſufferings which 
meet us 1n our way to Heaven. 
Surely, the Apoſtle judged fo when 
he ſaid, Rejoyce, inaſmuch as ye are 1Pet.q. | 


| partahers of Chriſts ſufferings, that 3: 


when his glory ſhall be revealed, 
Je may be glad alſo with exceeding 
joey. It will have a mighty force 


UPOll 
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upon us, if we be not much want- 
ing. For which cauſe we faint not — 
while we look not at the things which 
are ſeen, but at the things which are 
20t ſeen 5 for the things which are 
ſeen are tewporal,but the things which 
are not ſeen are eternal. 

There is enough 1n the thing it 
ſelf to ſupportus + And if it do it 
not, itis becauſe we do not believe 
it, ordonot keep our eye fixt up- 
onit. For we find that the hope 
of other things incomparably leſs, 
hath a mighty force and influence 
upon us. Out of the faint hope of 
Riches we endure labours and 
Watchings 3 we patiently dig into 
the bowels of the earth, and ad- 
venture our lives upon the 'uncer- 
tain Seas 3 we deny fleep to our 
eyes, and {lumber to our eye-lids, 
We are content toendure repullſes, 
and diſappointments, that we may 
get preferment, and enjoy our 
pleaſure afterward. We keep ſome- 
thing 1n our eye that ſupports us 


under our pain and Jabour of life, 
And 


ns 


i 


| 
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Andge-yet,theſe things we have not 
that aſſurance of ſucceſs ; nor yet, 
if we had, can we have any cer- 


| tainty that we ſhall long enjoy 


what we ſo vehemently pulue. 
Beſides, all the mean while we do 
but graſp at a ſhadow, and court 
a trifle, 

Let us then be perſwaded to 
keep our eyes fixt upon our Re- 
ward, and we ſhall find our ſelves 
much ateaſe under the labours and 
ſufterings of this life. Let us raiſe 
up our wearied hearts and eyes to 
that ſtate of Reſt and Bliſs into 
which our Lord is entred, to pre- 


{ parea place for us.If wethink of the 


good Land we are going to poſſeſs, 
we ſhall ſupport our ſelves under 
the labours of a barren Wilderneſs. 


| Andif our hearts be but through- 
{ ly ſet on Heaven, we ſhall not 


greatly complain of the roughneſs 
| of the way to it. The hopes of a 
Child to be born into the world 
reconciles the, otherwiſe fearful, 
Mother to the pains of her Travail. 

What 
| 
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What will not then the hope of 
Eternal glory be able to do? We 
are here but forming a new for a 
more bleſſed ſtate of things : We 
hope to be brought forth ere long 
into a ſtate of liberty and joy. 
Let us think of this, and we ſhall 
not be caſt down at our painin our 
paſſage thither, Let us under our 
Throws and pain look up to that 
immortality for the ſake of which F 
we ſuffer. Think of Eternity ; He 
that apprehends that, will not be 
diſmayed at force, nor terrified f 
with the inſtruments of Cruelty, 
Let it never be ſaid, the hope of 
Riches and Honour here, hath more} 
force than the hopes of Heaven; 
That other men ſhall do and ſuffer 
more for earthly, than we do for 
heavenly things : That Temporal 
hopes can effect that which the 
hope of Eternals cannot do. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Econdly, Our Religion gives us 
& the utmoſt aſſurance of Gods 
gracious and particular care and 
-$ Providence; and being aſſured of 
{| this, we are provided with ano- 
|| ther great ſupport under all the 
| Evils of this preſent life. 

: Theſe two things have a mighty 
1 

; 


| force to quiet us when they are 
| duly confidered. The hope of 
[| Heaven hereafter, and the afſſu- 
eþ rance of Gods care and ſpecial Pro- 
;F videncehere. If our hope lies be- 
4 yond this World, and we bein the 
| mean time aſfured that God rules 
il} among men, there 1s nothing that 
ef can aftli& us greatly. 
It we have no greater deſign 
about us, than that we may be }= 
happy with God in a future life 3 
we ſhall not be much caſt down at 
the troubles of this preſent _ 
| or 
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For theſe troubles will be ſo far 


2 


l 


from hindring our attainment of * 
thatgreatend, that they ratherad- ; 


vance us and ſet us forward. Death 


itſelf, which is the extremeſt Evil, | 
does but put us into the poſſettion 
of oureternal reſt. And whatever * 


Storm or Tempeſt befalls us, we 
ought to welcom it when it. 


drives us nearer to our delired : 


Haven. x | 
But let us in the next place con: 
ſider the ſupport which we have 
from that aſſurance which our Re- 
lIigion gives us of Gods ſpecial care 
and Providence. If we live un- 


der a lively ſenſe of this truth, we. 


ſhall be in grcat meaſure rid of our 
anx1ous cares and troubles. For 
now though we ſhould be toſſed 
upon a Tempeſtuous Sea, and the 
Keci wherein we are ſhould be 1n 
in danger from the proud and ſ{wel- 
ling Waves, yet we may reſt fe- 
curely when we remember who {its 
atStern: And here, 
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Firſt; I ſhall lay before you the 
aſſurance our Religion gives us 
of Gods care and ſpecial Provi- 
dence. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you how 
potent an argument this 1s toward 
our ſupport. | 

Thirdly, I ſhall make ſome ap- 
plication of it. 

I, I ſhall lay before you the aſ- 
ſurance our Religion gives us of 
Gods care __ ſpecial Provi- 
dence. By his ſpecial care and 
Providence I mean his care of 
Men, and eſpecially of his 
Church. 

I might here put you in mind of 
what God did of old for his Church 
and People before the coming of 
the Meſſah. The Holy Scriptures of 
the Old Teſtament will afford you 
many inſtances of Gods ſpecial care 
of the Jewiſh people, whom he 
has choſen out of all the Nations 
of the World. He ruled among 
them, and though he appointed 


Governours over them, yet was he 
G their 
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their great Lord and King. And 


indeed their form of Government 
was a peculiar one. For it 1s, not 
without cauſe, by one of the An- 
cients called a Theocrafie : God was 
their King, from himthey had their 


Laws, their Defence, and Prote- * 
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Hon, And God gave that Peo- 
ple very many, and very great De- 


monſtrations of his ſpecial care of 
them. He dwelt among them, 
they were under his Wings. And 


were of all people in the world the | 


moſt happy while they continued 


obedient unto God. T ſhould be | 


endleſs if I ſhould go about to 
reckon up what proofs God gave 
of his great care of that Church, 


and of Ntis eſpecial Providence #* 


overit, Heſhewed it by Miracles 


of Mercy, by Wonders of Love, 
by moſt ſingular and remarkable 
deliverances which he wrought for 
them, 

In due time God ſent his Son 1n- 
to the World, and after that, as he 


{o 


inlarged his Church and People, | 


[s 

y 

* 
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ſo he continued his care of them 
too. And by his Son he hath gi- 
ven us farther aſſurance of his very 
particular care and Providence. 
And the Son of God did in hisSer- 
mons and Diſcourſes aſſure his fol- 
lowers of this truth; And by that 
means did prepare them for ſuf- 
fering, and diſpoſe them to pati- 
ence and contentedneſs, and to an 
unſhaken and ſteady faith in God, 
under all events of things. By this 
courſe our Lord would deliver us 
from thoſe cares and anxieties, from 
thoſe fears and diſtraftions that 
render this life the greateſt burden 
to us. And becauſe we are apt to 
be mightily concerned for the ne- 
cefſaries of this life, and very 
apt to be afraid of Death, eſpe- 
cially of a violent and unnatural 
one, therefore we find our Lord 
fortifying us againſt theſe evils, and 
that he does by giving us a full 
aſlurance of the ſpecial care and 
good Providence of God. For 
this C as I ſhall ſhew afterward ) 1s 


2 aA 
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a moſt powerful conſideration to 
render us quiet and contented, 
and to rid us of our diſtracting 
| | cares, and thoſe Tears that make 
| | this life a burden to us : And to this 
purpoſe our Saviour diſcourſes 
molt divinely in his Sermon on the 
Mount; a conſiderable part of 
| which incomparable Sermon was 
th ſpent in this Argument:Andit tends 
[] direCtly to free us of that anxiety 
| and care which 1s the great burden 
of our lives. ButT had rather you 
ſhould hear the words themſelves 
which our bleſſed Lord ſpake. And 
[| Mar.6.25. theſe they are: Therefore, I ſay 
1 | 0 VI-33- ;errto Jou, take no thought for your 
life, what ye ſ/all eat, or what ye 

ſtall drink : Ner yet for your body, 

il what ye ſhallput on : 1s not the life 
| more than Meat, and the body than 
l ver.26. Raiments Behold the Fowls of the 
air, for they ſow not, neither do they 
| reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 


heavenly Father feedeth them : Are ye 

Ver.g7. ot much better than they * Which of 
j yon by taking thought can add one 

| | Cubit 
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Cubit unto his Stature ® And whyver.28, 
take ye thought for raiment : Conſider 
the Lillies of the field how they grow 3 
they toil not, neither do they ſpin. 
And yet I fay unto you, that even Ver.1g, 
Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of theſe. Wherefore ver.zo, 
if God ſo cloath the graſs of the field, 
which to day is, and to morrow is caſt 
into the Oven, ſhall he not much more 
cloath you, O ye of little faith 2 
Therefore take no thought, ſaying, Ver.z:. 
What ſhall we eat £ Or what ſhall we 
drink 2 Or wherewithal ſhall we be 
cloathed 2 ( For after all theſe things yer.z. 
do the Gentiles ſeek, ) for your hea- 
venly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all theſe things. 

Can any thing be more effectual 
to rid us of our- anxious and un- 
eaſte thoughts, than theſe Argu- 
ments which our Lord has laid be- 
fore us? Shew me any Philoſo- 
pher that ever diſcourſed at this 
powerful rate. Theſe words are 
very divine, and mightily fitted to 
gain their end. They are words 
ES G 3 that 
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that couch under them very great 
Arguments to move us by. If 
God have given us life ({ which no- 
thing but his kindneſs could move 
him to do ) we need not doubt of 


meat to preſerve that life. He 


that hath given us a body that 


needs cloathing, will ſurely give us | 


ſomething to cloath it withal, The 
Fowls are fed, that can neither 
{ow nor reap, nor do they gather 
into Barns and ſhall we diſtruſt ? 
Our anxiety is burdenſom indeed, 


but it does not advance us: It nei- |. 


ther feeds nor cloaths us. God 
cloaths the flowers and Lillies of 
the field ( which are not capable 
of care and anxiety ) and that af- 
ter a more gay manner than what 
any Monarch, even Solomon him- 
ſelf, was clothed. Andif the graſs 
of the field, which was not de- 
ſigned for any- long continuance, 
be thus beautified by God, ſhall 
we fear nakedneſs? Theſe cares 
may better become the Heathens 
( who had but a Nender belief of 
| God's 
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God's ſpecial Providence ) they 
become us not, who do profeſs a 
belief that God knows what our 
needs are. Theſe are the power- 
ful Arguments that our Lord lays 
before us. And can there be any 
thing more convincing than what 
our Saviour hath ſaid 2 Can any 
thing be more effectual to rid us of 
our troubleſom cares for ever? Can 
any thing be added to this Dil- 
courſe? If there may, it is that 
ſurely which our Lord himſelf has 


added in the next words : But ſeek Mar. 6. 
ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and his 33134: 


righteouſneſs, and all theſe things 
ſhall be added unto you. Take there- 
fore no thought for the morrow : 


For the morrow ſhalltake thought for 


the things of it ſelf : Sufficient unto 
the day is the *evil thereof. If we 
will be caretu], let us take care to 
do the Will of God : Let us do 
our part, and God will take care 
of us. We ſhall have enough 
to do with our preſent work, 
let us leave. futurities to him 

G 4 that 


Mart.1e, 
19, 
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that is only wiſe and good. ; 
* But perhaps it is the leaſt of our | 
care what we ſhall eat and drink, F 
and wherewith we ſball be cloa- 7 
thed : We arecareful about grea- | 
ter matters than theſe are: And ! 

that is the ſmalleſt of our care |. 
what proviſion we ſhall make for 
our bodies: We are full of” 
thoughts how we ſhall be able to. 
ſuffer perſecution, and continue þ 
conſtant to the death : We may | 
be brought before the great men |: 
of the World, and how ſhall we q 
do then for Wiſdom and Cou- |. 
rage? We may be delivered up } 
into the hands of powerful men ; f. 
What ſhall we then do ? Our [ 
Lord does not leave us in that caſe, 
When they deliver you up ( ſays he ) * 
take no thought how or what ye ſhall . 
Jpeak : For it ſhall be given you in © 
that fame hour what ze ſhall ſpeak, 
It will be enough that we have | 
help when we need it : We ought 
to conſider that we ſhall not be 
forgotten þy God : That nothing 
WE - | ſhall 
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'2 ſhall happen to us without his. 
Z knowledge and permiſſion. Are not Ver.29, 
E two Sparrows ſold for a farthing £ rs 


And one of them ſhall not fall on the 
ground without your Father ; But 
the very hairs of your- head are all 
aumbred. Fear je not therefore, ye 
are of more value thin many Spar- 
rows. Theſe words give us afſu- 
rance of the very particular care 
and Providence of God, and there- 
in the greateſt ſupport under all 
our affiictions that 1s imaginable. 
The World was greatly in the dark 
in the queſtion of GodsProvidence, 
and there were great and foul er- 
rors crept into the World concern- 
ing it. Thus Bpicurws is ſaid to have 
denied the Providence of God 
altogether; Ariſtotle, to have con- 
fined it to the Heavens; Some of 
the Arabians to have reſtrained it 
to Univerſals only ; and ſome of 
the Jews to have limited it to Man- 
kind, and not extended 1t unto 
Beaſts. Nay, ſome of the Jews 
were narrower ſtill, and would 
needs 
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Vid.Jac- needs confine the Providence of | | aj 


,. God tothe Jewiſh Land or Nation j} al 
7 only, who were Gods Portion and & th 
Lot. But our bleſſed Saviour® ſe 
does, in the words above-named, | tt 


onExod. afſure us that Gods care is not tobe *. c 


23-20. 


bounded and reſtrained. And thus 
though he be nat equally concer- | c C 
ned for all his Creatures, yet they - 
are alla part of his. care : And he | « 
| hath not only a general care of |; ( 

; 

( 


Mankind, but a care of the Indi- j 
viduals allo, and a very ſpecial and SJ 
particular care of his Worſhippers | 
and Followers. Nay, the very | 
Beaſts themſelves are part of his } 
care; and not only Oxen, Bealts F 
of great labour and uſefulneſs, but F 
the ſmalle{t fowls of the air, even * 
the Sparrows, thoſe cheap and in- : 
conſiderable ones. Nor is God on- *' 
ly concerned for the life of a man : 
Our Savior deſcends lower, when _ 
he ſays, The very hairs of your head \ 
are all numbred, #| 

We are further aſſured by the 
Apoſtle that God careth for us, 

an 
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Z and that therefore we ought to caſt 
# all our Care ) or burden, as 1t is in] Pets.7. 
# the Plaimiſt, to which theſe words Pll.ss. 
” ſeem to refer ) npon him. But*3 
| then he would have us caſt a# our 
*. care upon him, Not only our 
+ care for meat and drink, ec. Our 
= care for oxr ſelves, but our care for 
= our Friends and our Relatives; 
; Our care for future Events and 
f > Contingencies. Be careful for n0- Phil, 4.6, 
= thing, ſays another Apoſtle; And : Cor.z. 
> elſewhere he tells them to whom he 3*+35: 
} writes, that he would have them 
/ | be without carefulncſs, and that they 
s | might attend upon the Lord without 
Ss F diſtra@ion. That is, we muſt from 
- | the conſideration of Gods ſpecial 
| * Providence diſcharge our ſelves of 
- all ourtormenting and diſquieting 
cares, giving up our ſelves intirely 
to the will of that God who rules 
. andgoverns this lower World. 
1 2, I ſhall now ſhew how po- 
' werfulan argument this is towards 


our ſupport. And thatis, 
þ : | Firſt, 


Plal,97.1, 
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Firſt, As by it we are diſcharged nc 
of our anxiety and diſquiet offn 
mind, which, for want of this con? th 
ſideration, afflits and burdens uz,* tc 
If God govern the World, we. f: 
may be quiet and ſtill : We have A 
nothing to do but obey his Will,” V 
and to ſubmit chearfully to hi}. tl 
diſpoſal of things. We are notfi 
for the government, and well it x® j 
for us that we are not concerned, V 
We want Wiſdom and Power, and 
are too ſhallow and too weak for fo} 
great a weight. We have nothing # | 
to do now but Adore the Divine| ! 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and to} 
follow God, It is well for us that #: 
we are diſcharged from a burden | 
which neither we nor our Fathers }. 
were ever able to bear. The Lord 
reieneth. let the Earth rejoyce, let © 
the multitude of Iſles be glad there- | 


Oh. 


Secondly, As by this Dodrine | 
we receive aſſurance that all things 
will be well adminiſtred, and tend 
to a goodaccount at laſt. We ſhall 
not 
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ged not now need to fear: We need 
| offnot diſquiet our ſelves with the 
on things that happen, as if they came 
 us;*topaſsby chance, or an inevitable 
we. fate. God governs the - World : 
ave; And it is well for us that ſo itis. 
ill”: We are ſafer much in his hands 
his: than in our own, and dearer we are 
tf; to him than to our ſelves : We re- 
t = joyce under the Government of a 
ed. wile and good King. We have 
nd# greater cauſe to rejoyce in this,that 
- God reigns. And that if we con- 
= fider his infinite Wiſdom, his Good- 
neſs and Almighty Power. 
| His Wiſdom aſſures *that he will 
at |; do what is beſt. And weare not 
en q fit Judges of that: We are not 
rs * able to ſee into the ſecrets of Go- 
4 | vernment : It 1s enough to us that 
et | God 1s infinitely wiſe, and ſo not 
; only knows what is beſt, but what 
; 1s beſt for us, and what is the fit- 
: teſt time of helping us. 

{ But then his Goodneſs, and 
; Holineſs give us a full afſurance 
# that he will not let them that are 
7 truly 
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truly good, and ſuffer upon thai 
account, loſe their reward 3 Tha 
he will not govern Arbitrarily? 
but will do good to them that ar: 
good. : 
And fince his Power 1s infinite 
alſo, we are ſecure that he wil.” 
not be defeated in bringing hi. 
own Counſels to paſs. And there.” 
fore the holy aud pious ſoul give” 
it ſelf up intirely unto Gods diſpo.: 
ſal; being well aſſured of God 
good will to him, and knowiny} 
well that his infinite Wiſdom can# 
not be deceived, nor his Almighty] 
Power defeated. s 
3. I ſhall make ſome Applicat:!. 
on of this : And that I ſhall doin} 
the following Particulars. j 
Firſt, This may ſerve toreprove}: 
our murmuring and impatience} 
under the evils which we meet} 
with here below. We complain | 
bitterly under our ſeveral troubles | 
and aftiictions, not conſidering the | 
hand that lays them on us. We do} 
not, as we ought, when we are | 


diſtreſſed; þ 
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; diſtreſſed, look up with great re- 
2 verence to our Creator; but we 
7 curſe our Stars, or we are angry 
ar: with our Brother, who is the 1m- 
- mediate Inftrument of our trou- 
nite. blez or we impute our miſery to 
wil: our inadvertence, and do difquiet 
hi; our ſelves in vain. If our Child or 
re: Friend die, we accuſe the Phyfici- 
ve-* an, or our ſelves: If we ſuffer in 
To... our Goods, we quarrel with our 
2 Servants, or are angry atthe Times. 
in% In a word, weare uneafie and reſt- 
an& leſs, not confidering that God go- 
- vernsthe World, and that the ve- 
ry hairs of our head are numbred. 
-\ Our Friend did not die without 
int Gods knowledge; Our Goods 
* were not loſt without his regard ; 
vet: And who are we that we ſhould 
ce} murmur and complain, and ſay un- 
et} toGod, What doſt thou ? If God 
win govern the World, we may well 
les be ſhamed to repine and murmur. 
heb If he diſpoſeth things below, we 
do| {hall be very blameable if we mur- 
re} Murat our own Lot and Portion. 
v- Secondly, 
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Secondly, Hence we miay be# 

ſeaſonably exhorted to acknow-F 

ledge this great truth by a ſuitableF 

life and converſation. Itis a great}: 

influence which this belief ought} 

to have upon us; It ought to ren-! 

der us contented with our Lot and: 
Portion of things; To endue uz 

with courage to encounter diff. 
cultiesz It ought to quicken us in 

our devotions ; Let. us not faint}; 

under the forrows that overtakeÞ 

us. If God govern the World 

we ought quietly to commit our 

cauſe to him, and not go about toff 

wreſt the Government out of his 

hand. It becomes greatly to truſt þ 

1n him at all times, and not to let 

go our Faith and our Hope what-* 

ever troubles befall us 1n this mor- 

x'Pet.5. tal life. The God of all grace, who 

| "Ot" hathcalled ws unto his eternal glory by 

11h Chriſt Jeſus,after that ye bave ſuffered 

| | | a while, make yon perfe@, ſtabliſh, * 

' Io ſtrengthen, ſettle you: To him be} 

glory and dominion for ever and ever. 

if Amen. | 
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bleF EE | 
_ CHAP. V. 
en-! Ur Religion does aſſure us of 
ind” () the power and preſence of 


the holy Spirit of God under our 
lufferings for righteoufneſs ſake,and 
this is another great fupport which 
the ſincere diſciples of Chriſt are 
furniſhed with. If ye be reproached per. 
for the name of _ happy are ye <14 
for the Spirit of glory and of God 
reſieth upon you — It is worth our 
obſerving by the way, that this 
Spirit 181n this. place repreſented to 
us under the CharaRer of the Sp#- 
rit of glory, and that very fitly alſo 
when the Apoſtle aſſures thoſe men 
of this divine afliftance who are 
reproached for the name of Chrilt, 
The Spirit of glory will ſufficiently 
ſupport good men under the re- 
proach and ſcorn they meet withal. gz, ,. 
There is a certain Greek Copy that das. 
hath it, the Spirit of glory and of ZEST 
H 


Edir.Cur+ 


Power), o1ai. 
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power 3 I ſhall not need to contend þ 
for that reading, being well afſu- 
red, that he who receives the Di- 
vine Spirit, receives the Spirit of * 
power alſo, as I ſhall have occaſion |. 
to ſhew you afterwards; It is to þ, 
be obſerved, that the Apoſtle af- 
ſures them to whom he writes, that | 
this Holy Spirit, whom he calls the ' 
Spirit- of glory and of God, ſhall | 
reſt upon them. He ſhall not on- # 
ly give them a viſit in their ſor- 
rows, and ſo leave them, but he} 
ſhall ſtay and abide withthem. And 
this agrees with what our bleſſed 
Saviour promiſed. I will pray the: 
Father, and he ſhall give you another © 
Comforter, that he may abide with” 
you for ever. Even the Spirit of. 
truth, &c. L 
But for my more orderly ſpeak-# 
ing to this matter,[ ſhall | 
Firſt, Shew you the ſufficiency | 
of this divine aſſiſtance, bi 
Secondly, I ſhall lay before you}. 
the great aſſurance which we have, |; 
that we ſhall receive this heavenly | 
ald. Third-# 
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Thirdly, The condition on our 
part required for the obtaining this 
aſliſtance. | $9 ©, 

Fourthly, The Application of 


_— * * 
r. I ſhall ſhew you the ſufficiency 
of thisDivine affiftance which God 
hath made us the Promiſe of : We 
ſhall have great cauſe to believe 
that our help will bear proportion 
to our work, and that whatever ts 
laid upon us does not exceed: the 
proportion of the ſtrength which 
we receive to bearit. And then we 
{hall have no cauſe to find fault of 
our Maſter, or of our work when 
our help bears proportion to our 
work and duty.' Now we need 
more than an ordinary helpintheſe 

wo Calces, 9422 
Firſt, To enable us againſt per- 
fecutions for the fake of our Re<- 

lipion. ae 

Secondly, To {upport 2nd com- 
fort us under our loffes and other 
afflitions which we fhall meet 
with in this preſent itt. I hall 
H 2 there- 


Heb. I So 
Vie 
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therefore ſhew you that the Spirit 
of God-will afford ſufficient help 
in both theſe caſes. 

c. We need more than ordinary 
aſſiſtance to enable us againſt per- | 
ſecutions for the ſake of our Reli- } 
gion. The Chriſtian hath as quick 


a ſenſe of pain as other men, his * 


Religion does not deſtroy his fleſh #: 
and bloud, and change it into | 
Braſs: He is as apprehenſive and | 
as ſenſible of the evils of life as 
any other man is : And beſides 
that, he is is by his Profeſſion ex- 
poſed to all the miſeries of hu- 
mane life; To cold, and naked- 
neſs; To hunger and thirſt; To 
ſcorn and reproach ; To ſtripesand 
to buffetings; To Wheels and 
Racks; to reſtraint, and to death 


- death it ſelf, It were not an eaſie 


thing to recount the very many mi- 
ſeries with which holy men have 
been perſecuted : Apoſtles and 
Prophets, wiſe and holy men, men 
of whom this World wasnot wor- 
thy; have been ſawn afunder, 

ſtretched 
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ſtretched upon the Rack, tormen- 
ted on the Wheel, expoſed upon 
Gibbets, torn apieces by violence, 
roſted upon the fire, and taken off 
by death that hath been not only 
> violent, but mercileſs. Now theſe 
- trials requirea mighty aid, and no 
= leſs than an heavenly and a divine 
” aſliſtance. It is an eafie thing for 
 usto deſpiſe the danger that is at a 
| diſtance; To ſpeak big words 
* When we know the Enemy is afar 
| off; Toprofeſs that we willrather 
; die for Jeſus than we will deny 


” him. Our Lord hath many ſuch 


> forward Diſciples as theſe, who 
- give him their word that they will 
' not forſake him, and yet for all 
 theirgood words they deny him 
' inatimeof danger. And indeed fo 
 Itis, that we ſhall then need a great 
; afliſtance: Nor can we tell how 
* ſoon we may be put to the trial. 
> It 1s, much for our Intereſt to dil- 
 cern whence our ſtrength 1s to be 
| expected. 


H 3 The 
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The Holy Spirit is able to ; 


ſtrengthen us to undergo undanted- 


ly all theſe evils. And no aid leſs | 
than that of the Holy Spirit would | 


' be ſufficient. It muſt be a power 


from above, an help from God 


that can enable us to ſtand up 


apainft all the Wit and Malice, the | 


Craft and the Cruelty of men and | 


Devils. Indeed we are very apt [ 


to deſpond, and our hearts 'fail 
within us: We fear we ſhall never 
hold out under great pains and 
torments, and we domuch difquiet 
our ſelvesabout it. But here 1s an 
help at hand, and we ſhall find, that 
he that is in us 1s greater than he 
that is inthe world. And this will 
appear if we conſider the follow- 
ing particulars: 


x. That this Spirit is a Spirit of | 


power, and that power 1s Divine 
alſo. The Holy Scriptures give us 


. alargeand very particular account 


of this matter; and therein we have 
a full aſſurance, that by the help of 
this heavenly aid we may be able 

to 


3 
x 


ade. thi 
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todo more than wecan think. He 

that hath this Spirit of God is en- 

dued with a mighty power from 
above, a power that is ſufficient 
apainſt all the powers of darkneſs. 

hen the Virgin asked the Angel 

( who had told her ſhe ſhould con- 544// 
ceive and bring forth a Son) Howguk.1.35. 
this be, ſeeing | know not a man< 

We find what 'anfwer he made, 

viz. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon 

thee, and the power of the Higheſt 
fall overſhadow thee — and then it 
follows : For withGod nothing ſhall ver.z7. 
be unpoſſuble. The Holy Spirit is cal- 
Jed the finger of God: . And thexuks, 

reat and mighty works which Je- 2o- 

us and his followers did, were 
wrought by this Holy Spirit of 
God; And theſe works are an 
irrefragable proof of the mighty 
power of the Spirit of God. To 

this purpoſe we read of the de- 1 Cor.2-4- 
monſtration of the Spirit, and of 
power, And where in one place 

St. Stephen 1s ſaid to be full of the A&5.5,8- 
Holy Ghoſt, in the other place he 


H 4 is 
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is faid to be full of Power. He : 
that receives the Spirit receives | 


. Power : Ged hath not given ws the 
__=- of fear, but o 


Variety confirms the truth of what 
I am now afertng St. Paul ſays, 


2 Cor. 13, That be was crucified through weak- 
4. 


oh, yet he liveth by the power of 


Here can benodefe& of Power 


then, where the Holy Spirit is. The ; 


mighty works wrought by this di- 
vine Spirit ſufficiently declare, that 
no Power is wanting where he 
does afliſt. And therefore why 
ſhould we diſtruſt and deſpond 
when we have the promiſe of this 
Power from on high? We ſhall 
not need to fear even death it ſelt 
if we þe poſſeſſed of this heaven- 
ly help : If the Spirit of him that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwell 
in you, he that __ P Chriſt from 


a ew me ww w..4*H2 


Power. St.Pe- | 
ter ſays, That Chriſt was put to death | 
in the fleſh, but quickened by the | 
Spirit. St, Paul expreſſeth the ſame |: 
truth in other words, and that þ 
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* | the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mor- 


| tal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth 
| In you. 
E Wehave juſt cauſe todiſtruſt 
| our ſelves indeed, and we may 


' | well ſuppoſe that we cannot be 
| } abletoſtand upright; but what ſhall 


| be too hard for us when we have 
} received that Spirit that raiſed Je- 
| fus from the dead ? Well may God 
lay on us what he thinks fit, when 
| he thus aſfiſteth us with his Divine 
| Spirit. 

- 2. This Holy Spirit is promiſed 
E to this end, to help us in theſe 
| ſtraits and neceſlities: Ard wher 
they bring you into the Synagogues, | 
| and. unte Magiſirates, and Powers, * 
b take ye _ thought how, or what thing 
| ye ſhall anſwer, or what ye ſhall ſay. 
E For the Hh Ghoſt ſhall oY a 4 L 
| the ſame hour what ye ought to ſay. 
4 It 1s enough, and we ought to 
* think it ſo, that we have this afli- 
} fiance when weneed it, and are to 
| uſe it: And the Apoſtle tells us, 
that we are happy, even then when 
Sg | | we 


a Pet.4, 


14. 
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we are judged moſt miſerable j 
by the World, when we are re-| 
proached for Chriſts ſake, be-| 
and of F 
glory reſteth on us: God hath} 
provided well for us under the | 
Goſpel, which is the miniſtration 
of the Spirit, that he has promi- | 


cauſe the Spirit of G 


ſed a more than ordinary aflt- 


ſtance 1n caſes that are extraor- | 


dinary. 


3. Beſides, we have ſufficient | 


proof that this heavenly afliſtance 


hath not been wanting to others | 
We have to | 
this purpoſe very great examples | 
of thoſe that were afliſted by this | 
holy Spirit in all their ſuffermgs | 


in theſe difficulties. 


and perſecutions. They were by 


the Holy Ghoſt enabled under all | 
that pain and ſuffering which they | 
endured, to glorite Godin the day | 


of Viſitation. And whereas be- 


fore they were weak and feeble as | 


other men, had the ſame fears and 
deſpondencies which other men are 


importuned with, yet when they | 


were 


_ Frop] 


; were aſliſted by this good Spirit of 
{ God, they were full of Courage, 


and undaunted amidlt the fevereſt 


# trials whichthey underwent, We 
* know that St. Peter, before the de- 
; ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, was fa 
| fearful], that he denied his Maſter 
| when he was queſtioned by a ſilly 


maid: But after the Holy Ghoſt 


; deſcended, he was bold as a Lion, 
| and durſt confeſs him before all the ,g,, 
{ Houſe of Iſrael. Now thole men 


that were ready to forſake their 
Lord before, they do not only 


5 own him publickly, but they de- 
| parted from the preſence of the Conn- AR. 5.41. 
* cil, rejoycing that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name. 


Nor was this Divine and ſuper- 


| natural aſliſtance a Peculiar belong- 
| 1ng to the Apoltiles and firſt Prea- 
| chers of Chriſtianity, nor was it 


limited to thoſe early days of Chri- 


| ſtianity; It was continued in the 


Church of Chriſt, and does ſtill 
continue according to the Promile joy. 14. 


of our Lord and Saviour, And 6: 
hence 
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hence it came to paſs that holy 
Martyrs, and thoſe that have been 

erſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake, Þ _ 
have been able to perſevere inþP* 
bearing witneſs to the truth, not-ſ A 
withſtanding all the torments which | 7 
they did endure from their enemies | F 
hands. They that were tortured Þ © 

_ endured with fingular patience | 
their Tormentors Cruelties, and | ©? 
wearied out thoſe men who were 
their Executioners. Nor were G 
they only the Miniſters of yon 


on ( who might be ſuppoſed tobe | 2: 
endued with a greater meaſure of | 


the Spirit that endured with un- B;\ 
daunted refolution, but the Lay- | 
people alſo, even Women were | ,, 
Wis: able to endure the greateſt ſeveri- 
gl ties: I ſhould be endleſs if I ſhould 
11 go about to tel] what great ex- | ( 
| amples we have in former and 


later Ages upon record to this 

purpole. : 
2. We need a more than ordina- } , 

ry aſſiſtance to ſupport and com. | 


[ | fort us under the loſſes and other 
{it afflictions 


of God, which he is endued with. 
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afflitions which we meet with in 


this preſent life, 
The Comforts of thislife ( what 


| price ſoeverwe may ſet upon them ) 
E are at beſt very uncertain to us3 
| And we very often out-live thoſe 
} bleſſings Which rendered this pre- 
ſent lik 


comfortable to us. We 
are deprived of the delight of our 


eyes, and thelabonr of our hands, 
and of that which was the joy of 


our hearts. Our deareſt Friends are 
ſnatcht away from our Embraces; 
our Children and our Relatives 


are taken from us by a ſudden and 


an unlooked-for death, and we are 
bereft of the plenty and the ſtore 


| which once we did enjoy, and are 
left ſolitary, and there is noneto 
comfort us. 


In this caſe the devout and pious 


| Chriſtian is of all men in the world 
| the beſt provided for. He hath 


peace and comfort which the 
world knows nothing of: And 
that he hath from the Holy Spirit 


In 
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In this dry and barren Wilderneſ 
he hath his freſh Springs 3 And af 


ter all his loſſes and his toyl, he h: 


a Comforter that'' viſits hin 
and abides with him for evaþ 
Thus the Promiſe runs which ouf 
Lord made a little before he le 


the World.;, And a moſt graciou 


Promiſe _ us who live in thelf 
houſes of clay, and that are fins 
removed from our Country and oi 


Fathers houſe. We fhall be ſun 
to meet with tribulations here, t 
hear ſtore of evil tidings, and 


ſad ſtories of the miſeries that be 


fall others, and that threaten 


Thanks be to God for the comfort 
of the Holy Ghoſt: It'is to b$ 


hoped that we ſhall thereby be {0 
far refreſhed and relieved, as tt 


ſupport us under all ourother ſor 


rows in our way to Heaven. Thi 
Holy Spirit is like the Rock that 
followed the men of Iſrael in the 
Defert, and furniſhed them wit 
water in'a dry and thirſty Land: 
This is that Oyl of gladneſs tha 

make: 
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KILEY 
# makes us rejoyce in the midſt of 
the ſorrows of this mortal life. 
\# The Scal of God, that tells us to 
| whom we do belong, and the Ear- 
neſt of our future inheritance, 
# which does aſcertain us of a great 
|} reward in Reverſion. Andby this 


8 means we are upheld by this hea- 


eff venly Comforter, under fickneſs 


i and poverty, pain and reproach, - 


58 confinement,and the fears of death, 
ing till we are ſet at liberty,and placed 
among the Spirits of juſt men made 
perfect. 

2, I ſhall lay before you the 
great aſſurance, that we ſhall re- 
1s ceive this heavenly aid. For we 
& cannot but bethroughly convinced 
that this Promiſe of the Holy Spi- 

tf} ritis an exceeding great and preci- 
27# ous one. Weare next to conſider 
is what great ground we have to ex- 
hal pet that this heavenly gitr ſhall be 
the} beſtowed upon us. . 
it! So it 18, that if we look down 
44 into our own breaſts, we ſhall find 
af our ſelves in {9 il} a caſe, that we 
cannot 
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cannot think them fit Temples fori 
ſo pure and holy a Being as they 
Spirit of God. Our Souls are like 
the Earth when it was withoyf? 
form and void, and darkneſs waj 
upon the face of the Deep. Weg 
may ſoon diſcover the need we} 
have of this Divine aſfiſtance to 
digeſt and put in order, to cheriſtf 
and enlighten this dark and conf} 
ſed Chaos. Burt all this while we 
have no aſſurance that we ſhall be | 
thus favoured. i 
But, bleſſed be the name of God 
we have great aſſurance that heſt | 
will ſend his Holy Spirit into out 
hearts, and not forſake us: And 
what that aſſurance 1s,you may take? 


-1n the following particulars: 8 | 


Ha.q4. 3. 
Joel 1.18, 
AR.2,17. 


L 


I. We have the Promiſe of God, | 
and that to us oughtto be enough | 
God had of old foretold, that inf} 
the times of the Meſlias he would} 
pour his holySpirit plentifully,even | | 
upon all fleſh. A Promiſe that was | 
in great meaſure fulfilled at the | 
day of Pentecoſt, next after the | 

: Aſcenſion 


T LOT 
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5 Aſcenfion of the Son of God : He 
uy did before that command his Apo- 
| ſ{tles, that they ſhould not depart from Adsr. 

Jeruſalem, b#t wait for the Promiſe %* 

of the Father, which, ſaith he, ye 

* have heard of me. For John truly 
baptized with water, but ye ſhall be 

0 baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not 
many days hence. Our Lord had 
given them before this a great aſſu- 

| rance, that this Comforter ſhould 

| comeand abide with them for ever. 

| And weneed not doubt, but that 

| hethat promiſed would make good 

| his word to us. 

2. Eſpecially if it be conſidered 

| how neceſlary this Holy Spirit 1s 

* for the compleating and finiſhing 

* thework of mans Redemption. Jt 

| It is true, we were redeemed by 

| the bloud of Chriſt, but then we 

| are renewed by the Holy Spirit, 
and by him enabled to give obedi- 
ence to his Laws, who is the Au- yeb.5.99 

| thor of Eternal Salvation, but it 1s 

| to them that do obey him. Since 


| Godhath given us his Son we need | 
NO | 
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no longer doubt but that he will / 
with him give us all things 3 eſpe- | 
cially all thingsneedful for life and F 
godlineſs. ' We need not doubt of | 
receiving theſupports of the Holy | 
Spirit to enable us to profeſs that | 
truth conſtantly which the ſame |: 
Spirit dictated to holy men, and | 
which was confirmed by Signs and | 
Wonders, and divers Miracles and | 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. Theres | 
no room left for doubting, but 
that we ſhall receive this Holy Spr | 
rit if we conſtantly and fervently 
iwplore him. | 
3. Again, our Saviour hath gi-| 
ven us the utmoſt aſſurance in| 
thoſe words where heſays, If | 
ther being evil know how to giveh 
good gifts unto your Children, how 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ack 
hint. Parents do not uſe to deny 
their Children what is needful for 
them : Nor do they need a poſi- | 
tive Law to oblige them to it. | 
There is a Law in their nature | 
does þ; 
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does dire& and determine them in 
this caſe: And thoſe Parents that 
are otherwiſe evil men, are yet very 
prone to beſtow good things on 
their Children. Now then who 
can doubt of Gods readineſs to be- 
{tow his Holy Spirit upon them that 
ask him? Earthly Parents are evil, 
they axe ſo by nature, and more ſo 
by cuſtom and a courſe of finning : 
But our heavenly Father 1s con- 
ſtantly and immutably good, and 
will not deceive, or deny thoſe that 
ask him. Thatlove and kindneſs, 
and all the degrees of goodneſs in 
any Earthly Parents was derived 
from God,who is infinitely and un- 
alterably good, and will not fail to 
fulfil the word which he hath ſpo- 
ken, nor can he be deceived or de- 
feated : He hath ſaid it that can- 
not lie nor repent 3 He hath pro- 
miſed who 1s able to doit; And 
we may as juſtly disbelieve his Be- 
ing as diſtruſt his veracity, and 
doubt of his Propenſity and his 
power, Iproccedto 
I 2 3. The 
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3. The condition required on 
our part for the obtaining this aſſi- 


ſtance. And that is a very gentle Þ - 


and eafie one. God will give his 


Holy Spirit to them that ask, him. ' 


Ask, and it ſhall be given you; ſeek, 
and ye ſhall find ; knock ,and it ſhall be 


opened unto you s For every one that © 


asketh, receiveth ; and he that ſecketh, 
findeth, and to him that knocketh, it 
ſtall be opened. 

T do readily grant that we are 
not heard in all the Petitions which 
we put up to God: And its very 
well for us that fo it is. For we 
ſhould ſoon deſtroy our ſelves if 
we ſhould obtain that which we 
ſometimes pray for. But then this 
1s tobe underſtood with reference 
to the things of this life, where the 
well inſtructed and modeſt man is 
to refer himſelf to God, who 


4% 5 og. knows what is beſt for him : In this 
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A 
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; caſethe good man prayes that God 


- would give him, and remove from 


Anronin, him what he thinks fit. And the ve- 


ry Heathen could teach men this 
Leſſon. But 
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But then for the caſe before us, 
God hath declared his Will, and 
Z put us upon Praying, and that 
fervently alſo, for the Holy Spirit: 
' And we have great need of his 
| heavenly aid and aſhiſtance ; and 
'- now we can have no doubt but 
that weſhall be heard, becauſe we 
are ſure that we pray according to 
4 the Will of God. Ard this is the _ | 
= confidence that we have in him, that a Jo ms 
4 #f we ach any thing according to his 
will, he heareth us. And if we know 
' that he heareth us, whatſoever we ask, 
: we know that we have the petitions 
that we deſired of him. And eſpeci- 
ally may we be aſſured of ſucceſs 
when we are provided of ſo effe- 
Qual an Interceſſour as the Son of 
God ; He hath ſaid, Whatſoever ze qa.c.1; 
ſhall ask in my name that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the 
Sor, And we are certain more- 
| over, that when we pray for the 
| Holy Spirit in the name of Chriſt, 
' _ wepray for that divine afliſtance 
' Which ourLord went into heaven 
83 to 


Joh.14. 
14,16, 


[118] 


to ſend among us. This he told us, } 
Jah. 16.5. ſaying, I tell you the truth, it is ex- |: 
pedient for you that I go away : For 7 


if I go not away the Conforter will 
ot come unto you, but if I depart 1 
will ſend him unto you. Nay, our 
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Lord afſures us, that he will hear 
our Prayers, that he will intercede 
in this very caſe; ſo that we have . 
here abundant ſecurity that we | 


ſhall receive an anſwer to our Pe- 


tition. If ye ſhall ack any thing in 
my name [ will doit — And pre- 


ſently he adds, 4xd I will pray the © 


| 


= 


Father, and he 'will give you another © 


Comforter that he may abide with you 
for ever. For our other requeſts 
which we put up for health, or 


—_— 


riches, and the good things of this | 


life, our Lord has given us no parti- | 


cular promiſe of his effeGtual Inter- 
ceſſion, but he hath done it in this | 


matter, and hath thereby re- 
moved our fears and doubts of be- 

ing heard. 
And ſure if God many times 
prevent our very Petitions, and 
give 
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give us ſome meaſure of the Holy 
Spirit, even before we ask him, 
we ſhall then have no cauſe to fear 
but he will give greater meaſures 
of this Holy Spirit to them that do 
ask him. 

All our care muſt be that we ask 
as we ſhould : That we pray for 
this heavenly aſliſtance with great 
fervor and conſtancy; that we 
cry mightily unto God 3 and that 
we greatly humble our ſoules be- 
fore him: That we addreſs to 
him with hunger and thirſt and 
reſtleſs importunity 3 that we ſeek 
as for Silver, and ſearch as for fine - 
Gold: That we vehemently deſire 
what we pray for, and thirſt as the 
parched earth does for ſhowers 
from heaven: That we ſtrive 


mightily in our Prayers to God, 


and fend up many ſtrong cries : 
That we pierce the Heavens 
with our cries, and that we put 
forth all our ſtrength + That we 
employ all the powers that we have 
received, and ſummon up all that is 
I 4 within 
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within us tocall down this heaven- | 
ly aid: That we cheriſh and im- | 
prove the meaſures of the Spirit | 
which we have received, and be | 
greatly cautious that we do not by F 
a careleſs and a trifling, a profane | 


and worldly temper grieve this 


Holy Spirit, and fend away this | 


divine and heavenly Comforter. | 


That we do not ſeek our comfort | 
elſewhere, and oppoſe the divine | 


aſliſtance by our felf-will and our 
inordinate affections. 
4+ Iproceed now to make ſome 
Application of what hath been 
ſaid, And 
I. This ſpeaks very much to the 
comfort of the weak and the fear- 
ful, at leaſt to all among them that 
are ſincerely good, and do deſire 
greatly to become better, Here 
Is an help at hand that is ſufficient, 
and we need not now be: caſt 
down. T ſhall ſpeak to ſuch in the 
words of the Prophet, Fear not O 
Jacob my ſervant, and thou Jeſurun 
whom I have choſen, For I will 
pour 
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pour water upon him that is thirſty, 
and flouds upon the dry ground; I will 
pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my 
bleſſing upon thine Off-ſpring : And 
they ſhall ſpring up as ampng the graſs, 
as Willows by the water-courſes. This 
bleſſed time is now come, and it 
13 well for us that ſoit is. We are 
not now unprovided of an heaven- 
ly aid; God is ready to pour out 
upon us his Holy Spirit : Our Lord 


came, To proclaim the acceptable 16.51. 
gear of the Lord — To comfort all *:3- 


that mourn: To appoint unto then 
that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for aſhes, the ol of joy 
for mourning, the garment of praiſe 
for the ſpirit of heavineſs, that they 
might be called trees of righteouſneſs, 
the planting of the Lord,that he might 
be glorified. Let us not now fear nor 
be diſmayed under all our afflitions 
and perſecutions: Greater 1s he that 
1s1n us,than he that is in the world. 
This heavenly Comforter will 
abide when earthly comforts leave 
us. And may we but receive the 


Joy 
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Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, we ſhall ' 
not need be over-whelmed with 


our earthly ſorrows. 
2. This ſpeaks our duty as well 
as our Privilege; And we may 


learn what weare todo, as well as | 
what God hath done for us. The © 
Holy Spirit 1s promiſed by God, ? 
but muſt beimplored by us. God | 
will give him, but not to the care- 


leſs and cold, the formal and in- 


different, the looſe and the pro- 


fane. . 

Let us then be exhorted to ask, 
and ſeek, and knock : Let us now 
fervently implore this Holy Com- 
forter, this Spirit of truth and 
power. I need not tell you what 
great need wehave of power from 
above : We are weak Creatures, 
full of our fears, expoſed to many 
evils and ſufferings, and need an 
help from above to confirm and 


ſtrengthen us: We know not how 


ſoon we may be called forth to 
ſuffer the extremeſt evils, or may 
be ſtript and deprived of all our 
worldly 
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worldly Goods and Pofleſſions : 

We cannot tell how ſoon we may 

lieupon our dying beds, when our 

Soul ſhall fit ready to take its flight 

from our trembling lips, when our 
” Fleſh ſhall fail us, and we ſhall be 
abandoned by our earthly com- 
” forts and ſupports. Whither ſhall 
; we go for comfort then > What 
will ſupport us under theſe trials 
but the ſenſe of Gods love, and 
the Joy of the Holy Ghoſt? This 
Comfort will reconcile us to Pri- 
ſons; and to Poverty,and to Death 
it ſelf. We ſhall then have hope 
even inDeath it ſelf, Aud ſuch an, _ a 
hope as maketh not aſhamed, becauſe © 
the love of God is ſhed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which is gi- 


Venunto #8. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Shall in the next place conſider | 
T the Example of Chriſt, and of | 
holy men, who have ſuffered the | 
greateſt evils, which this world * 
could inflit upon them. And 


for the better ſpeaking to this, I 
ſhall, 

Firſt, Take notice that the Holy 
Scripture calls upon us to reflec 
upon theſe Examples under our 
afflictions. 

Secondly, I ſhall give you a 
very ſhort account of their ſuf- 
ferings. 

Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew you the 
great uſefulneſs of theſe great ex- 
amples unto us. 

1. I ſhall take notice that the 
holy Scripture calls upon us to re- 
fle& upon theſe examples under 
our afflictions. 


' The 
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The Author of the Epiſtle to ; 
# the Hebrews gives us a large ac- Chap-11- 
3 count of the ſufferings of holy 
* men: And then ſubjoyns, Fhere-Heb.r2- 
| fore ſeeing we alſo are compaſſed about * * 
'c © with ſo great a cloud of Witneſſes, let 
= a4 lay aſide every weight, and the ſin 
which doth ſo eaſily beſet #s, and let 
> 24 run with patience the Race that js 
© ſet before 5, looking unto Jeſus the 
Author and finiſher of our faith 3 
| Who for the joy that was ſet before 
' him endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the 
| ſfame, &c. He animates them by 
{ theſe great examples, which they 
| were therefore obliged to keep in 
| their eye. And they are at once 
| put in mind to reflect upon the 
exemplary ſufferings of holy men, 
and of our bleſſed Saviour. To 
| the ſame purpoſe St. James exhorts _ 
| thoſe to whom he writes, Take 29 Jams; 
\ Brethren the Prophets, who have 10,11. 
| ſpoken in the name of the Lord, for 
| an example of ſuffering affliFion 
and of patience -— Ie have heard of 
the Patience of Job, and have fees 
F::6 


_ 
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the end of the Lord. — 3. e. as yeſ! 
have read or heard of the Patience 
of Fob, ( who lived many Agg 
betore, and probably ſuffered be# 
fore the Law of Moſes was given)} 
ſo ye have many of you ſeen hoyf 
patiently our Lord Jeſus ſuffered}: 
It was one end of our Lords futf 
ferings that we might learn pat'# | 


1 Per, 2, ence from his example : For ev; 


Rom. 15, 
4+ 


hereunto were ye called, becauſe Chrif 
alſo ſuffered for ws, leaving ws a 
example that ye ſhould follow his ſtep: Þþ 
And indeed the holy Scripture uF 
very large and very particular in 
giving us an account of the ſuife-|þ 
rings and of the patience of Chriſt 
and of holy men, that we might| 
learn to write after fo fair a Copy, | 
and imitate them in patience and 
reſignation to the Will of God | 
which in them was ſo exemplary: 
For whatſoever things were written || 
afore time, were written for our 
learning, that we through patience aud 
comfort of the Scriptures might have | 


hop © 2, 
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2. I ſhall give you a very ſhort 
account of their ſufferings. And, 
Firſt, Of the ſufferings of Je- 
ſus the Author and the finiſher of 
our faith. His whole life was little 


” elſe than a continual ſuffering. 
And he was a moſt unparallel'd 
- example of Iznocence, and of ſuf- 
- fering; andnot only of ſufferings, 
bur of the greateſt meekneſs and 
| exemplary patience under them, 


He was born ina Stable, and died 


| upon a Croſs. Born among Beaſts, 
| and died among Malefaqtors, He 
{| was perſecuted as ſoonas he was 
born, and when he was capable of 
! doing no evil, he was hunted after 


as a Malefacor. His Perſecution 


| began from Herod an Idumean, it 


was carried on by the Jews his 
Conntrymen, and compleated by 
Pilate the Romay. And though he 
hurt no man, yet he was purſued 
by all. His great Poverty did not 
protect him. from Ezvy, His pro- 
found Meekrneſs did not preſerve 
him from the ContradiFions of 
Sinners 3 
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| Sinners; And his known Iznecexce 
| bp. did not ſave him from the Sentence 
| of Death. 

His body was like one of ours. 
| He was as ſenſible of pain as wef# 
[ are : And certain it is that his Ene-f* 
\N:4 mies loaded it greatly. What part 
: £11 i of him was exempt? His Head} 
'Ti was Crowned with Thorns, his 
W. Hands and Feet were pierced with| 
| Nailes, his Side was goared with|þ 
S a Spear, his Shoulders loaded with 
i; i a Croſs : He was ſpit upon, buft-F 
WAS feted, and ſcourged 3 And at laſt 
nr 8 | hanged on a Iree without regard Þ 

| and pity. ; 
Mat.26, His Soul was afflicted greatly: | 


f 

[ 3738. 

| | Mats, Hewas ſorrowful and heavy, and þ 
t 


33 that even to death. He was ſore | 
Luk, 22, amazed, and very heavy. He was Þ 
44. In an Agony, and ſweat as it were | 
Plal.z, drops of bloud. His heart was | 
14. like Wax, melted in the midſt of | 
of his Bowels. At length he is | 
forced to bear his Croſs, on that 
he is hanged, there he m—— 
and there he cries out, My God, 
my 
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my God, why haſt thou forſaket 
me | 
But as he endured the Croſs, ſo 

he deſpiſed the ſhame : For . his 
death was ignominious, as well as 
painful. He died among Criminals, 
and the death of the worſt and 
vilelt of men. 

Thus did our Saviour ſuffer: 
Thus entred he into his glory: And. 
all this he bore with invincible pa- 
tience. He did not want power 
to reſcue himſelf, and to puniſh his 
Enemies; nor did he want the 
greateſt provocation : He was 1n- 
nocent, and had lived an uſeful 
life, But for all this he is not pro- 
voked againſt his Enemies, nor 
does he complain againſt God. For 
as he prays for his enemies, fo he 
reſigns himſelf unto God. 

* Secondly, For the ſufferings of 
Holy men both before and lince 
our Saviours death I muſt not un- 
dertake to give you an account; It 
would fill ſome Volumes to be par- 
ticular m this m——_— We _ 


Heb.11, 
36. 


[130] 
of thoſe before our Saviours ſuffe- 
rings ( of whom this world was 
not worthy ) that had trial of cruel 
mockings and ſcourgings, of bonds 
and impriſonments: That were 
ſtoned and ſawn aſunder, tempted 
and ſain with the Sword, that 
wandred about in Sheep-skins and 
Goat-skins, being deſtitute, affli&- 


ted,tormented: They wandred in | 
Deſerts and Mountains, and were |: 


in Dens and Caves of the Earth. 
And for the times afterwards, 


we have very large accounts of 


the ſufferings of the Apoſtles 


and Primitive Chriſtians for a | 


long time, and a very particular 
account of the exemplary patience 
and meekneſs, courage and un- 
dauntedneſs of them that ſuffered. 
Theſe are things very well known 
to them that have read the holy 
Scriptures, and the ancient Wri- 
ters of the Chriſtian Church : Be- 
ſides the many examples we have 
upon record of thoſe who have 
with great patience ſuffered for the 


truth 
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truth in the later Ages of Chriſti- 
anity. We have many examples of 
thoſe who have chearfully gone 
into Goales, and giventheir bodies 
to be burnt for the ſake of the 
truth. 

Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew you the 
great uſefulneſs of theſe great 
examples to us. For when we 
are directed to refle& upon them, 
It is ſuppoſed that it is for our 
advantage that we ſhould do 
ſo. 

For it catmot be denied but that 
the Church hath gained much by 
the exemplary ſufferings of holy 
men. The bloud of Martys hath 
been a fruitful Seed : And the 
Church did then grow when it 


was perſecuted. I world ye ſhould phil.r. 
underſtand, Brethren, that the things 12,14- 


which hapned unto me have fallen out 
rather unto the furtherance of the 
Goſpel. And many of the Bre- 
thren in the Lord waxing confident 
by my bonds are much more bold to 
ſpeak the Word without fear. Holy 
K 2 men 
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men have done great ſervice to the 
Church by a reſolute dying for the 
Truth. Their death hath been Þ 
like that of Samſor's, who de- F 
ſ{troyed more Philiſtins then, than | 
he had at any time before. The # 
Heathen could ſay of good men, |: 
That if in their life they were profita- Þ 
ble, they were much more ſo in their 
deat h. 4g 
For by this means the Truth |: 


hath got ground, and the Religt- 


on hath been ſpread in the world. |: 


Men are very prone to favour the | 


perſecuted and afflicted fide, and 3 
where they ſee the afflicted fup- | 


port undauntedly, they are very | 


much inclined to judge favoura- |: 
bly of their Cauſe. Hence in the | 
Primitive times men came into the | 
Church, when they ſaw the Chriſti- | 
ans ſuffer the greateſt torments | 
with the moſt invincible patience, 
They began to enquire what this 
Relipion was which did thus ſup- 
port its Followers; And hence 


they were induced to the Pro- 
| feſſion 
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feſlion of that Religion which did Plus :#i- 
ſo powerfully ſupport . its Fol- ;;;, ms. * 
lowers: And thus when ſome 1 42v- 
were cut off, others came in from —_ 
the Heathen world. But I ſhall | 
particularly confider the uſefulneſs 

of theſe examples to us: I ſhall 

ſhew you what benefit we may 
receive from the patient ſuffe- 

rings of Martyrs and other holy 

men. : 

1. Weare by this means aſſured 

that the greateſt torments may be 
endured, and ſupported under. 

We do very often fear that we 
ſhould never be able to bear the 
ſcorching flames, that we can ne- 

ver endure the torments of a Rack, 
extremity of cold and hunger,and 

other pains. For we have been 
tenderly brought up, and have 

been uneafie under ſmall pains: 

And have not known what hunger 

and thirſt, cold and nakedneſs 

mean: Hence we conclude, that 

we ſhould never be able to endure 


great ſeverities. 
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| Wl The truth is, It were much to 
I be feared that we ſhould rather 


f i - 
i renounce our Religion, than hold 


i | | 
i : ! 
"Ut 


Ti Wil examples of holy Martyrs, we 
'F lt have great cauſe to hope that we 
[ ſhall be able to ſubmit to torments, 


FI nued (tedfaſt to the laſt, 


and to death for the fake of our ; 
Religion : For if we are weak, if |}: 
we have been brought up tender- F 
| ly, if we are of a timerous na-þ 

[#1 ture, &c. ſo were many of thoſe | 
WH | [ Martyrs, who yet rejoyced after- |: 
if wards in Priſons, welcomed the | 
Fire and Faggot, and rejoyced that | 
they were thought worthy to die Þ 
for the name of Jeſus. And thoſe Þ 
have done this who did ſuſpea | 
themſelves, and were ſuſpeted by | 
[f Others alſo. Weare hereby encou- #' 
18 raged to hope well, when we fee © 
| that men that were ſubje& to the | 
like paſſions with us have conti- | 
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ih out under the ſharpeſt perſeution | 
tit did we only look into our ſelves. | 
Iſt But when we. confider the po- | 
itt wer of God, and look upon the * 
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2, We are further hereby aſſu- 
red that God will not fail to 
give aſſiſtance in the time of 
need. Which is a truth, the belief 
whereof does much tend to quiet 
and comfort us amidſt our many 
fears and diſtrations. Hence we 
= areencouraged to hope that God 
” willſtand by us, and help us when 
* ourburden is heavy upon us, and 
we can now come boldly unto the jy, 6, 
throne of grace, that we may ob- 
tain mercy, and find grace to help in 
the time of need. This is the uſe 
that we are called upon to make 
of the ſufferings of our Lord : Con cha, 12.3. 
fider him that endured ſuch contra- 
dition of ſinners againſt himſelf, 
leſt ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds. 

Indeed, God hath been pleaſed 
to affureus, that He w:l/ ever leave Heb.rz. 5. 
5 nor forſake w. And the Apoſtle 
ſays, There hath n0 temptation taken , ©, 15; 
J0n, of gw as is common to man © 13. 
But God 7s faithful, who will not 
ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye 
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are able : But will with the tempta- 
tion alſo make a way to eſcape, that 
ye may be able to bear it. In which 
words we are aſſured, that God | 
will give us a good event if we call if 
in, and depend upon his help and ſh 

> Theſ.z. aſſiſtance. The Lord #4 faithful, & 
3. who ſhall eſtabliſh you, and keep you. 
from all evil, And the ſame Apo- | 

ſtle elſewhere ſpeaks to the ſame s 

1 Theſ.5. purpoſe, ſaying, Ahſtain from al” 
22,23-24* gppearance of evil: And the very God: 
off peace ſantfifie you wholly : And I 
pray God your whole ſpirit and ſoul |. 

and body be preſerved blameleſs unti 

the coming of our Lord Jeſws Chriſt. | 
Faitful is be that calleth you, who |. 

alſo will do it. Theſe are. great |; 
promiſes and aſſurances which God | 
bath been pleaſed to give us, and Þ 
weought upon all occaſions to con- k 
ſider them; But ſoit is, we are of | 
little faith, and very prone to fear: # 
But then ſeeing we are incompaſ- | 
ied with ſo thick a cloud of Wit- % 
neſſes, to whom theſe * promiſes * 
have been made good, we are far- |} 
2 a ther | 
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dta- # ther confirmed that he, who hath 
hat Þ done it, will ſtill perform the 
ich Þ word which he hath ſpoken. For 
od | theſe exarpples before our eyes 
call have agreat force towards the rid- 
nd ſk ditig us of thoſe fears which are 
fil, © apt to ſolicite us: For from them 
you ©, welearn what weak Creatures can 
Þ0- do, when they are affliſted by a 
me a power from above. 

3. We arebythis means farther 
® confirmed in our Religion, and 
- conſequently thereupon the more 
- firmly obliged to continue ſtedfaſt 
” in the Profeſſion of it. He that 
ſt, dies for his Religion, and does it 
0 |, undauntedly, does more than he 
! that defends it by learned Diſcour- 
= ſes, It is not every man can di- 
> ſcernthe force of Arguments : He 
& that lives well, and that dies with 
courage for his Religion, tis he that 
# defends his Faith, and commends 
= it to the Conſciences of men. This 
man does moſt effeually vindi- 
cate his Religion from thoſe aſper- 
lions that are caſt upon it, No 
2 man 


| 209 
$3.25 
Sz 


[138] 
man does more effeQually refute 
the ſanders againſt Religion than 
he that dies for it chearfully ; as for 
example : : | tl 

This courſe confirms the truth& g 
of Religion, There are thoſſ v 
who would infinuate that Religion t! 
is a State-Engine, contrived far} t 
worldly ends, and for the bettaſf r 


2 


government of men: That He} | 
ven and Hell are no realities, but} | 
contrived for the intereſt of hu 1 
mane Societies. He that is willing 
to part with his lifein defence off 
| his Religion, does deſtroy this in| 
ſinuation, and makes itevident that 
his Religion does not ſerve a 
worldly intereſt, and that Heaven#® 
and Hell are great realities. FE 
There are others that inſinuate, | 
that Religion is an ineffecual | 
Principle : And if you were toF 
judge of Religion by the Lives as | 
well as DoGdrines of ſome men,you 
would be apt to think it a very 
dull and ineffectual Principle, that 
were deſtitute of all power to | 


enable 
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efutef enable men to do what it does 
than command. : 
S fr Butthen the man that forſakes 
* this world, that defpiſes all its 
ruth# glories, and continues undaunted 
hoſe under allits threats and frowns; He 
p1onf that dares to be good, whatever 
for: he ſuffer on that behalf, ſuch a 
tte man as this makes it appear, that 
lea-Þ; his Religion is a very powerful 
but? Principle, and that it 1s accom- 
hu panied with a Divine Afliſtance. 
ing” Again, They that ſuffer for Re- 
off Iigion do recommend the excel- 
in lency and inward glories of Reli- 
hat} gion: They diſcover the beauties 
af of it. And that they do when they 
en# give ſo great a proof of what it 
= commends to us, viz. A fervent 
te, © love of God, a contempt of the 
al World, a profound Meekneſs, Pa- 
# tience, and Charity, Juſtice, and 
Truth. Theſe are thoſe things 
which ſhine in theſe examples, and 
# do ſpeak aloud the perfetions of 
Z that Religion which does produce 


* them, 
; CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Come now to lay before you 
ſome other helps and aſliſtances 
that the afflicted and perſecuted 


Chriſtian is provided with. Andin 
the next place I deſire you to con- 


ſider, 


The Tterceſſon of the Son of 
God - And this is an unſpeakable | 


comfort and ſupport where it is 


duly conſidered. And thatſoit is, 
we may learn from what we read 


of St. Stephen; You know very 
well that he was accuſed ; and 


though he made his defence,yet he | 
was ſo far from appealing his Ene- | 
mies thereby, that they were more | 


enraged. Weread, that they were 


cut to the heart, and they gnaſhed on | 


him with their teeth. But though 
his Enemies were enraged, and di- 


ſturbed, yet this holy man con- | 
tinues calm and quiet : And what | 
was | 
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| was it that kept him ſo? We read 


what it was, in theſe words : But he 
being full of the Holy Ghoſt, looked 
up ftedfaſtly into heaven, and ſaw 
the glory of God, and es ſtand- 
ing on the right hand of God. Here 
was that which kept him undiſtur- 
bed, when his Enemies were tran(- 


| ported with fury: Hence he had his 
- | ſtrength and his undauntedneſs 2 
| He ſays himſelf, Behold I ſee the 
| Heavens opened, and the Son of man 


E ſtanding on the right hand of God. 


And - now, though his Enemies 


| gaſh on him with their teeth, though 
| they cry -out with a loud woice, 
| though they ſtop their ears, and rn 


upon him with one accord, and caſt 


| him out of the City, and ſtone him: 
- | Yet the holy man is not for all this 
| diſcompoſed ; nor ſo far diſturbed, 


but that he was able to continue to 


| call 'upon God, and his bleſſed 
| Saviour, and to pray for his Ene- 


mies that put him to death. And 


| after this, it is not ſaid that he was 
| killed, or ſtoned, that he was 


murdered, 


Ver.60, 


Rom. $. 
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murdered, or the like, but that hel]; 
fell aſleep. Aﬀer this gentle man | 
ner is this Saints death expreſledy ' 
But that which made his death 6 1 
eafie to him was, that as he waff 1 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo he ſavy j 
Jeſusat the right hand of God. Andy / 
weſhball find that this fight of Jeluſf z 
at Gods right hand will be of greaf ( 
moment towards our ſupport un 4 

a 

t 


der thegreateſtand ſharpeſt miſerie 
of this life. Who ſhall lay any thing t 
the charge of Gods Ble& 2 fayly r 
St. Paul; It is God that Fuſtifithly 1 
Who is he that condemmeth £ It iff 
Chriſt that died. But we hawjf 
greater comfort than this, ani /c 
therefore he goes on, Tea, rathr5 # 
that 3s riſen again 5 nor does thelfl /þ 
Apoltle ſtay here neither 5 who iff / 
even at the right hand of God ; he 0 
goes farther ſtill, who alſo naketh 
znterceſſuon for us, This 1s a great 11 
height indeed ; we are now very C 
ſecure from danger, ſince Jeſus did V' 
not only die for our ſins, and riſc 

4747n for Our "or? an be -_ VU 
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after this, went into Heaver, and 


| Well might the Apoſtle: now Tri- 
umphingly goon, and he does fo, 
when he ſays, Who ſhall ſeparate ws 


mine,or nakedneff, or peril,or Sword 2 
( 45 it 7s written, for thy ſake we are 
killed all the day long,we are accounted 
a ſheep for the ſlaughter ) nay, in all 
theſe things we are more than Conque- 
mg Towrs through binz that loved us. For 
1 am perſwaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor Angels, nor Principa- 
# ties, nor Powers, nor things pre- 
ſent, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other Creature 
thei ſha/ be able to ſeparate us from the 
0 i love of God which 3s in Chriſt Teſus 
he our Lord. 

Letfl But for the better proceeding 
reath 1n this comfortable Argument of 
ef} Chrifts interceding for usin Hea- 
did ven TI ſhall, 

riffs Firſt, Shew where Chriſt now is, 
zutÞ 9iZ.in Heaven, at Gods right hand. 
fer Secondly, 


is there concerned on our behalf. 


from the love of Chriſt 8 Shall tribu- V5, 
lation,or diftreſs,or perſecution, or fa- : g 


137,38, 


Phil. 2.9, 
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Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you hoy 
far he 1s there concerned on our 
behalf. J. 

Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew you how 
this tends towards our ſupport 
and comfort under the troubles of 
this life. | EY 

r, I ſhall ſhew where Chriſt is 
Viz. in Heaven, He was conten-| 
ted for our ſakes to be born of af 
Woman, to lie in a Manger, to be 
tempted in a Wilderneſs, to dic 
upona Croſs, and to be buried 1nz 
Sepulchre. But thanks be to God, 
he that was born ever lives, and he 
that died and was buried, was 
raiſed from the dead, and aſcended 
into heaven, and 1s ſafe down on 


the right hand of the Majeſty on 
. highs crowned with glory and by 


our 5 Made higher than the Heavens. 
He 3s aſcended up far above all Hea- 


' vens; Far above all Principality, 


and Power, and Might, and Domi- 
ion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but that 
which is to come, God hath highly} 


exalted | 
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exalted and given him a Name which 
is above every name. He is gone into 1 per, 4, 
Heaven, and 3s at the right hand of 1% 
God, Angels, and Authorities, and 
Powers being made ſubje® unto 
him. | 
It cannot be denied, but the Air 
and the Clouds are called by the 
name of heaven; and conſequently, 
when Chriſt was in them, he might 
be ſaid to have been in Heaven. 
But certain it is,that the expreſſions 
mentioned before riſe higher, and 
imply, that Chriſt is aſcended into 
the higher Heavens, even into that 
place where God does more part1- 
cularly preſentiate himſelf. Our 
Lord paſſed throngh thoſe lower 
heavens as we read, We have agreat yg, 
High Prieſt that is paſſed through he 
the heavens, ( as thole words may 9% 785. 
be rendred, which we render, paſ- 
ſed into the Heavens. ) Jeſus the Son 
Son of God. 

For that Jeſus entred into the 
higher Heavens is evident, not on* 
ly from what hath been obſerved 
L before, 


_ _ 


before, but from what the Author 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews tells 


Heb. 9.24, Us farther: For Chriſt 3s wot entred 


Phil. 2. 
10, 


into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the fienres of the true, 
but into Heaven it ſelf The Ho- 
ly of Holies in the Tabernacle was 
the Type of the higheſt Heavens, 
whither Jeſus is now gone once for 
all, as the High Prieſt alone was 
wont to go into the moſt holy place 
once a year. 

But as our Lord 1s thus exalted, 
fo we are alfo farther aſſured of his 
Dominion and Power: He having 
a Name given him above every 
name, That at the name of Jeſus eve- 
ry knee ſhould bow, of things in Hea- 
ven, and things in Earth, and things 
under the Earth. And that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt 
#s Lord,totheglory of God the Father. 
He 1s not a Tnular King, that is 
without Authority and Power; 
that cannot help his Servants, or 
puniſh his Enemies; The Father 


Joh. 5,27. hath given him authority to execute 


Judement 


- 
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Judgment, becauſe he is the Son of 


man. And the Son of man ſtall yy; 


come in the glory of his Father with 21. 
his Angels, and then he ſhall re- 
ward every mans according to his 
works. - 

It appears then from what hath 
been ſaid, that Chriſt 1s in Hea- 
ven, yea, in the Higheſt Heavens; 
and not only ſo, but he 1s alſo 
Lord over all, the great King and 
Governour of his Church, able 
to reward and to puniſh, to help 
and ſuccour thoſe that belong to 
him. And this is a fair ſtep to that 
which follows, and that is, 

2. To ſhew you how far Chriſt 
1s there concerned on our behalf. 
For, fince he wants not Authority 
and Power ; if he be allo con- 
cerned for us, that 1s, if he bear 
us good will, and in his Exaltation 
concerns himlelt for his Diſciples 
and his Followers, it muſt needs 
be a very comfortable Do&trine to 
all thoſe Diſciples of his that are 
in want and trouble here below. 

: L 2 But 
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But eſpecially it muſt bevery much 
to the comtort of all thoſe pious 
ſouls that ſuffer perſecution 1n this 
world for his ſake. 

c. In general, that Chriſt 1scon- 
cerned for us, now he is 1n heaven, 
is plain from the words of the Au- 
thor of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
where he tells that Chriſt entred 

Heb.9.24, NtO heaven: it ſelf, now to appear in 
Ver.7. the preſence of God for us. For as 
the High Prieſt, when on the day 
of Expiation he went into the Ho- 
ly of Holies, was concerned for 
the whole Congregation, as well 
as for himſelf ; ſo Chriſt when he 
entred into Heaven, went thither 
concerned forus, It is to be con- 
fidered, that our blefled Lord had 
taken upon him our fleſh, and our 
infirmities, and was made like un- 
to one of us: He carried with him 
this nature into Heaven, and there- 
withal a ſenſe of our wants, and 
Heb.2.15, Of Our infirmities. For verily he 
15,179. took not on him the nature of Angels 
but he took on him the Seed of Abra- 


ham. 
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ham. Wherefore in all things it be- 
hoved him to be made like unto his 
Brethren : That he might be a merci- 
ful and faithful High Prieſt, in 
things pertaining to God, to make 
reconciliation for the ſins of the peo- 
ple, For in that he himſelf hath 
ſuffered being tempted, he is able to 
ſuccour them that are tempted. It is 
not to be imagined, that Chriſt, 
who took our nature upon him, 
and conſequently underſtood the 
infirmities and frailties of our mor- 
tal (tate, ſhould forget us here be- 
low, now he himſelf 1s exalted in 
the Heavens, For as nothing but 
his mercy and pity towardsuscould 
at firſt invite him down among us, 
{o it is not to be believed, that 
after ſo much love and condeſcen- 
fion, ſo long a trial of the infirmi- 
ties of our condition, heſhould be 
now unconcerned for us that are 
below. The ſame divine Author 


aſſures us otherwiſe 3 Seeing ther, geb.4. 14, 
ſays he, that we have a great High 15,16. 


Prieſt that zs paſſed into the heavens, 
L 3 Jejus 
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Jeſus the Son of God, let us hold 
faſt our Profeſſuon : For we have not 
an High Prieſt, which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of onr in- 
firmities : But was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without 
ſn. Let ns therefore 'come boldly 
wnto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need. 

2. More particularly, ſtill Chriſt 
offers up our Prayers unto God, and 
weare now aſſured that God hears 
us upon his account who laid down 
his life a Sacrifice for us. It is to 
be remembred, that the High Prieſt 
on the day of Expiation, when he 
entred into the Holy of Holies, 
was obliged not only to ſprinkle 
the bloud of the Sacrifice there, 
but alſo to offer up Incenſe too. 
Agreeably hereunto, our bleſſed 
Saviour, who 1s entred into the 
holy place made without hands, 
offers up our Prayers to God; And 
we have good aflurance of our 
acceptance when we conſider the 
merit 


y 
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merit of his death, and the fatiſ- 
faction which he had made with his 
bloud. 

That the Incenſe which the 
High Prieſt offered up was a Sym- 
bol of the Prayers of the Saints 
cannot be denied by him that con- 
fiders what the holy Scripture 
teaches us elſewhere. For we find 
that Prayers are Jikened to, and 
called Incenſe, it being a thing ve- 
ry uſual in the holy Scriptures to 
call the thing ſignified by the name 
of the ſign which repreſents it. 


Let my prayer, ſaith the Pſalmilt, be pai.r41. 


ſet forth before thee as Incenſe, and * 
the lifting up of my 'hands as the 
Evening Sacrifice, Elſewhere, [n- 


cenſe 1s called the Prayers of the gc, 8, 


Saints : Hence 1t was, that when 


the Prieſt went into the Temple to chap. 8.3. 
ofter Incenſe, the whole multitude of Luk.1.10. 


the People were praying without at the 
time of Incenſe. To this purpoſe 
we are told, that it was the cuſtom 
when the Prieſt entred into the 
holy place to ofter Incenſe, to give 

| L 4 notice 
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"-D.Lizht-notice of the preciſe time of his 
ok going in by the ringing of a Bell, 
Luk.1.10. that ſo the People might thereup- 
on filently betake themſelves to 
their Prayers. And it 1s thought 
that the words ({ Rev, 8.1, 3. ) 
have a particular - reſpect to that 
matter. 

3. Conſequently, upon what 
hath been laſt ſaid, we do receive 
from Chriſts Intercefſion grace to 
help in time of need; And as our 
ſorrows and our needs are very va- 
rious, as well as very great, which 
ſend us to the Throne of Grace, 
ſo it is very evident ( from what 
hath been ſaid ) that our ſupports 
and our ſupplies are derived to us 
from the Interceſſion of the Son of 
As 5.21, God. Him hath God exalted with 
his right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance untq 
Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of ſins. 

But that there may be no manner 
of doubt remaining of the truth 
of what hath been ſaid before, I 
ſhall from the Scriptures ſhew you 

W_ ' the 


Heb.4.16. 
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the aſſurances which they give us 
of this truth, from whence it will 
evidently appear, that Chriſt, now 
he is in Heaven, 1s our Patron and 
our Advocate there. 

I ſhall begin with thoſe words 


of St, Fohn, My little Children, theſe  Joh.z. 
things write I unto you that ye fin not. *** 


And if any man ſin, we have an Ad- 
wocate with the Father, go Chriſt 
the righteous. And he is the Propitia- 


| tion for our ſins; and not for ours 


only, but alſo for the ſins of the whole 


world. 
Can any thing be more plain, or 


| more comfortable than theſe words 


are ? Nothing ſo much dejedts the 


| good man as his fins and his 1nfir- 


mities: Theſe things indeed ſink 
him low, and fill him with great 
fears. And certain it 1s, that no 


man can ſay he hath =o ſz, but he Chap. 1.8, 


that deceives himſelf. But 1s the: 
good man left without a remedy ? 
No certainly. If we confeſs our ſins, 


| he is faithful and juſt to forgive us 


our ſins, and to cleanſe ns from all 
unrighteouſr. eſs. 


Rev.12., 
10. 
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wrighteouſneſs. Tt is true indeed, 
we ought not to {in out of the 
hopes of pardon; and if we do 
ſo, our condition 1s very ſad in- 
deed : But ſoitis, that the beſt man 
may be ſurprized and overtaken; 
and if he be, here is comfort to! 
him in theſe words. Behold here 
an Advocate with the Father; 
and we ſhall not want an Accuſer 
when we have done amiſs, for be- 
ſides the Devil ( who 1s the Accu: 
ſer of the Brethren ) our great 
Enemy, our own Conſcience will 
quickly do that. We ſhall need 
an Advocate to plead our' Cauſe 
with God, and to undertake for 
us. And bleſſed be God we are 
provided for: We have an Aduo- 


cate with the Father; We do not| 


want an Interceſlor with God. But | 


we might fear ſtill if our Advo- | 


cate were himſelf guilty z we 
could have little comfort from his 
Interceſſion for us who is himſelf 
obnoxious. But it follows, Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteons : A moſt power- 
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ful and innocent perſon under- 
takes for us. But yet for all this, 
guilt makes men fearful and ſuſpi- 
cious, and they fear they ſhall not 
obtain pardon,though their Advo- 
cate be znnocent and powerful, un- 
leſs he have ſomething wore to plead 
in the behalf of them that are ac- 
cuſed. And therefore it follows, 
He is the propitiation for our ſins. 
Our Advocate cannot only plead 
his own Innocence, as he 1s Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous, but he can 
plead his Merit too, he having by 
his death made expiation for our 


fins; Whow God hath ſet forth to be , a 
a propitiation through faith in his 25, 


bloud. Our Advocate hath paid a 
price for our ranſom, and this price 


| was accepted of God; and the 
| bloud that Jeſus ſhed does now 
{ plead for us. If after all this the 


dejected ſinner fear that the bloud 
which Chriſt ſhed was not ſhed for 
him, this needleſs fear is re- 
moved by the words which fol- 


low: Ard not for ours only, but 
alſo 
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alſo F of the fins of the whoh 
world. 

Let us next conſider the word; 
of the Author of the Epiſtle ty 
the Hebrews, where he tells us 
that Chriſt entred into Heaven it 

Heb.9. 24. ſelf to appear iz the preſence of ud 
for #s. Juſt as the High Prieſt en: 


tred with the bloud of the Sacri 


fice into the Holy of Holies, which 
Ver.f. he offered up there for himſelf, ani 

for the errors of the People. Ther 

it was that the High Prieſt made 
Lev.i6 Attonement for all the Congregation 
_ of Iſrael. Our blefled Lord hath 
{hed his bloud, and now appear 
before God for us. Neither by the 
bloud of Goats and Calves, but b 
his own bloud he entred in once int 
the holy place, having obtained eter- 
ral redemption fur us. Again, This 
fed.109. 21an after be had offered one Sacrifict 
for ſin, for ever ſate down at the right 
hand of God. Tt is obſerved ( by 
a very learned man ) that theſe 
two expreſiions, viz. To appear it 


Heb.9. 12, 


* 


the preſence of God for ws: AndPF 
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bolYro offer himſelf up to God, ( both 
which are ſaid of Chriſt, Heb, 9.) 
Gf do ſignifie one and the ſame thing 
lf diverſely conſidered. The latter 
WNexpreſſion implies, the beginning z 
od, the former, the cotinuation of one 
J9f:nd the ſame thing. Our Saviour 
commends us to God, and this 1s 
meant, when it is ſa1d, that he ap- 
pears 1n the preſence of God for #4 3 
but he began to do this when, 
HE after he had ſhed his bloud, he 
ade offered himſelf to God in heaven ; Heb-9- 25+ 
My Asthe High Prieſt, after the Sacri- 
fice was {lain, carried the bloud in- 
8 to the Holy of Holies,and there ap- 
peared with it before God. So that 
5} this appearing of Chriſt for us, and 
his offering himſelt to God imports 
7-0 his Intercefſiion for us, and does im- 
ply the merits of his bloud, and the 
«F Atonement which our Lord hath 
made for us. And this ſpeaks great 
| comfort tous. For if the bloud of *2-9- 13, 
ie Bulls and of Goats,and the aſi.es of an hy 
uk Heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſan@i- 


dl ferh to the purifying of the fl:ſh: 
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How much more ſhall the bloud | 
Chriſt, who through the eternal Syi 
offered himpelf, without ſpot to Gul 


purge your Conſcience from dead worlf * 


to ſerve the living God £2 
The Author of this Epiltle tel 


} 


s 
'T; 
7 

( 


us, that Chriſt hath an »nchangeali AC 


wy Prieſthood : He 1s not like one( 


the Prieſts of Aaroz, who died anff 
left one of his Brethren to ſuccee8 


him: Our Lord lives for eve 


Wherefore he is able alſo. to ſan 


them to the uttermoſt, that come uni 


God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth | 
make Interceſſion for them. Wahid 


words aſſure us at once of Chriff 


power to ſave us, and of his 7xch 
22ation and readineſs to doit, Ft 
as he 18 able to ſave to the uttermo| 
all that come unto God by him 
ſo heis allo proxe to doit, and cot 
cerns himſelf about it; he eve 
liveth to make interceſſion for then 
To make interceſſion 1s toplead i 
the behalf of another, that he 
may be relieved, or releaſed. It 
oppoſed to accuſing or condemn: 


ing 
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1 0g: ho is hethat condemmeth? Tt Rom.s, 


..@s Chriſt that died, yea, rather that 3* 
iÞs riſer again, ' who is even at the 
ieht hand of God, who alſo maketh 
Þrterceſſion for #5, 

tell To what hath been ſaid Jet me 
dd the words of our Saviour : 


1: 129 ame, he will give it you. Here 
5s great encouragement to us to 
pray to God: We may now ap- 
Fproach unto God with very great 
.Malurance of ſucceſs, having ſuch a 
EMediator and Interceſſor. But our 


aked nothing in my name, 7. e. ye 
Khave not as yet made a trial how 
powerful a name mine 1s : But for 
tor the future he direFs and encou- 
rages them. Ask, and ye ſhall re- 
cerve, that your joy may be full. And 
Apreſently afterwards he gives them 
great affurance that their Prayers 
4; {ball now be heard upon his ac- 


mo 774 pray the Father for you. F 3 
me 


Whatſoever you ſhall ask the Father Joh.16.23 


- MSaVIOUr goes ons; Hzitherto ye have ver.24, 


count. At that dayye ſhall ask in my _ 16, 
name, and I ſay not unto you, that 1" 
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the Father himſelf loveth you, becan 
ge have loved me, and have believe 
that I came out from God. 

III. I proceed now to ſhew you, 
how what hath been ſaid tends to 


wards our ſupport and comforfi 


under the troubles of this lik 
And that it does ſeveral ways. 


1. The exaltation of Chriſt to 
the right hand of God 1s much top 


our comfort, as it gives us gre 


hope that we ſhall alfo be receive 


into heaven. Our nature 1s adF 
vanced, and this gives us hopy| 
that we ſhall alſo in due time b#| 
received into the ſame happy plac 


For as Chriſts Reſurrection is mad: 
an Argument which infersours, { 
our Lords being exalted into hes 


ven ſpeaks the great hopes that wp 
have of coming thither. And thiff - 
Conſideration does mightily tend 


to comfort us under the ſowows0 


Joh.14.4, this life. Let zot your heart be tron 
bled, ſays our Lord, But then what 
follows tends greatly to ſupport} 


them: I go to prepare a place forl 


you :: 
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you: And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto my ſelf ; that where I 
youll am, there ye may be alſo. Thanks 
Istoff beto God, a door of hope is now 
nfo opened by the Exaltation of our 


li Saviour, Which hope we have 9s an Heb.6, rg, 


anchor of the Soul both ſure and ſted- 29: 
= faſt, and which entreth into that 
1 fol within the Vail. Whither the fore- 
Tre  Y#9ner is for us entred, even Jejus 
ivelſh ade an High _ for ever after 
ad} the order of Melchizedec. None, 
0p under the Law of Moſes, might... 
> b& enter into the Holy of Holies, but s. 
ach the High Prieſt only, and that 
adhd but once a year, and not without 

| 6 bloud 5 The Holy Gheſt this (jgni- 
ea} ping, that the way into the Holieſt 
wh of allwas not yet made manifeſt while 
thi} 45 the firſt Tabernacle was yet ſland- 
ni 7g. There was a vail or partitt- 
$f on between the Holy of Holies 
04-4 and the other part of the Temple: 
att And when our Saviour ſuffered 
or} death, this Vail of the Temple was 
farſ{ rent 1n twain after a moſt miracu- 

| M lous 


e975 


Mat.27- 
FI, 
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lous manner : For though indeed 
there be mention made of an Earth- 
quake at the ſame time, yet that 
the Vail was not rent by the Earth- 
quake appears from hence, that 
the Text ſays, it was rent from the 
top to the bottom, not from the bot- 


toms to the top, as it would have | 
been if it been the effect of an 
Earthquake. Now it is no hard Þ 
matter to explain the meaning of | 


this: The Holy of Holies, was a 
Type of Heaven. The reſt of the 
Temple and Tabernacle, of the reſt 


of the world. There was a Vail | 


J ES es, AE te 
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that ſhut up the way to Heaven, | 


but when our Lord ſuffered, he | 


opened the way that was ſhut up 
before; and a while after he went 


himſelf within the Vail, and took | 
our nature with him; and by doing | 


, 57321 > eekd, 
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ſo, and ſending us the Holy Spirit, 


thence he hath given us affurance, | 


that where he is we ſhall likewiſe 
be, He hath taken a pledge, I 


mean our fleſh, which he hath car- | 
ried into heaven as a Pledge #hat |\ 
we || 
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we ſpall enter thither 3 and givenus Pignu tor 


the earneſt of his Holy Spirit in to- 


ken that we belong to him, and de ref. 


that we ſhall ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with 
theſe words. | | 

2. What hath been ſaid tends to 
our comfort, as it gives us aſſy- 
rance of a Divine Aſliſtance at 
hand for our ſuccour and ſupport, 
and for the enabling us to do, as 
well as ſuffer, the whole will of 
God. We have not the leaſt cauſe 
to doubt either of the Power, or 
readjneſſand Proneneſs of our Lord 
to help us, and ſupport us under 
all our conflis, and eſpecially 
then when we are perſecuted for 
righteouſnes ſake. Our Saviour is 
not a mere SpeFator, he does not 
only ſee us fight, bur he helps us 
to overcome, Whatever 1t 1sthat 
troubles us, we are not left with- 
out a Prince and a Saviour, and 
one that is able to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt. And this muſt needs 


tend very greatly to the quieting 
M 2 of 
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of our minds under all the trou- 
bles and ſorrows that we meet 
withal. 

3. This tends very much toour 
ſupport and comfort as it encou- 
rages our Prayers, and aſſures us 
that we ſhall ſucceed when we 
make our addrefles to God, and 
implore his Divine aid and afli- 
ſtance. We have a merciful High 
Prieſt, that was made like unto us, 
and hath about him a ſenſe of our 


Heb.4, 16, infirmities : Let us therefore come 


boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace 


Heb.to. to help in time of need, Having 
- ita therefore, Brethren, boldneſs to enter 


into the Holieft by the bloud of Jeſus, 
by a new and living way which he 
hath conſecrated for us through the 
Vail, that is to ſay, his Fleſh, and 
having an Fligh Prieſt over the 
Houſe of God: Let us draw near 
with a true heart, in full aſſurance 
of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled 
from an evil Conſcience, and our bo» 
dies waſhed with pure water. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Nother great comfort and ſup- 
| port which the Chriſtian 1s 
provided with under the ſorrows 
of this life, 1s that of the Holy 
Scripture. 

The Pfalmiſt expreſſes the great 
comfort he received from the Law 
of God in his afflition 3 Urleſp*lal 11g. 
thy Law had been my delights, I* © 
ſhould then have periſhed in my affii- 

Gion. Hedoth elſewhere expreſs 

his great eſteem for, and the great 

delight-he had in the Law of God ; 

The Law of thy mouth is better unto yer.c,, 

me, than thouſands of Gold and Sil- 

ver. He elſewhere tells us,that the 

Statutes of the Lord are right, rejoy- voal.19.8. 

cing the heart ; the Commandment of 

the Lord is pure,enlightening the eyes. 

and ſpeaking preſently afterwards 

of the Jndgments of the Lord, he 

ſays of them; More to be deſired yer.x0. 
M 3 are 
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are they than Gold, yea, than much 
fine Gold; ſweeter alſo than honey 
and the boney Comb. And now it is 
no wonder that we find him pro- 


pſal.119. fefſing in theſe words; I love thy 


Commandments above Gold, yea, 
above fine Gold : I eſteem all thy 
Precepts, concerning al things, to 
be right. After this he adds, R3- 
vers of waters run down mine eyes, 
becauſe they keep not thy Law. Thus 
was the devout Pſalmiſt affected 
towards the Law of God. This 
was his comfort, and his joy, his 
riches, and his greateſt treaſure; 
Here was his heart fixed, and this 
was his great delight. 

And yet in the Pſalmiſts time 
there was but little of the holy 
Scripture committed to writing in 
proportion to what we enjoy. The 
Canon of the Old Teſtament was 
far from being finiſhed, much leſs 
was there any thing. extant of the 
New. We have the advantage by 
much, who have not only all the 
parts of the Old Teſtament, _ 
| alſo |4 
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alſo an account of our Saviours 
Dodrine, and the Writings of the 
holy Apoſtles, Now the words of 
the Plalmiſt will well become eve- 


ry one of us; How ſweet are thy Plal119. 


words unto my taſie? Yea, ſweeter 
than honey to my month. If a part of 
it were ſo ſweet, what is the 
whole? And if the Law which 
came by Moſes were ſo great a 
treaſure, and a comfort to the 
afflicted, what are then the words 
of grace and truth, which we have 
by Jeſus Chriſt? 

The Book of Pſalms hath al- 
ways been allowed to be a divine 
Compoſure of very ſovereign uſe 
to the affiited, and the ſorrowful 
pious and dejected men have been 
unſpeakably comforted from 
thence. As when the evil Spirit 
was upon Saxl, when David took 


his Harp and played, that evil; 


Spirit departed from him : So hath 
it often been, that when men have 
been dejected and bowed down by 
an evil Spirit likewiſe, yet they 

M 4 have 


103, 


Sam, 16; 
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Baſil in 
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have often been refreſhed by this | 


divine and ſweet Singer of Jſrael. 
The Book of Pſalms 1s ſtored with 
ſovereign Cordials for the dejected 
and drooping ſpirit of the pious 


man. But I had rather you ſhould F 
hear one of the Ancients ſpeak of | 
the great uſefulneſs of this Book of F 
Pſalms. If ( ſays he ) a man bef 
greatly tranſported with fury, by the 
melody of a Pſalm he is renared F 


tame. 


A Pſalm ( ſays he) 3s theF 


calm of Souls, the Arbiter of peace, 


who lays the tummltuous and ſwelling Þ 


thoughts.It ſoftens the fierce,and curbs Þ 
the laſcivious. It conciliates ſriend- | 
ſhip, unites thoſe that were in diffe- | 
rence, and reconciles theſe that were 


at enmity, — A Pſalm puts the De-F 


vils to flight, and brings to ws the 
ajſiſtance of Angels. It is a Weapon 
againſt our fears of the night, and a 
reſt from the labours of the day. To 
Children it is a ſafeguard, to the 
Adult an ornament, and a comfort to 


old men. The moſt agreeable Orna- 
went of Women, It renders the Wil- | 
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derneſs inhabited, and the Concourſe 


| of people Jober. It is an inſtitution 
| to thoſe who begin, an encreaſe of the 
| Proficients, and the ſtay of then that 
| are perfe@, and the voice of the 
Church. This gives a gaiety to Fe- 
| ſtivals, and produces a godly ſorrow. 
* A Pſalm brings a tear ſrem an heart 
| of ſtone; it 3s the work of Angels, 
| the Converſation of heaven, the ſpi- 
{ ritual Incenſe. He goes on, and 
* tells us, what an excellent Store- 
” houſe this Book of Pſalms is, from 
| whence we may learn the Majeſty 
of fortitude, the exaQneſs of righte- 
. | ouſneſs, the venerableneſs of Tempe- 
|= rance, the perſetion of Prudence, 
| the manner of Repentance, the mea- 
| ſures of Patience.. Thus does he 
| ſpeakof the Book of Pſalms. And 


if one Book be thus uſeful, what 
areall of them? And if this Book 
be ſo much to our Comfort, how 
many and great then are the Com- 
forts of the Scripture ? 

I ſhall now ſhew you how the 
holy Scriptures make for our com- 
| fort 


no 
fort and ſupport under the afflici- 
ons and ſorrows of this preſent 
life. And this they do, 

1. As they lay before us the fe 
veral ſupports which have been 


named before, namely, the Pro-| 
miſe of eternal life, the DoGrine| 


of Gods particular care and Pro- 


vidence, the aſſurance of the aid} 


of the Holy Spirit, the example 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt and hoh 


men, and the Interceſſion of theF 
Son of God. Theſe things the 
holy Scriptures plainly teach, and|: 


by doing - ſo they tend very 


much to our comfort in themidit | 


of all our tribulations. And 


as theſe DoCtrines are not to 
be found among the Writings of 
any of the Heathen Philoſophers, 
ſo it1s certain, they do contain the 
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greateſt ground of comfort under | 
our worldly loſſes and ſorrows: } 
And therefore the holy Scripture F 
tends more to our comfort than | 


any Writing or Inſtitution whatſo- F 


ever. It cannot be denied, but 


that '; 
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that many of the Heathens have 
written excellent things, and par- 


| ticularly have employed their pains 


in writmg conſolatory diſcourſes 


| for the ſake of the afflicted. But 
| there are none of them that do 
| ſuggeſt thoſe powerful Arguments 
! which the Goſpel does contain. 
| Here are comforts to be found 


which they knew nothing of, and 


ſuch comforts allo as are very efte- 
 Ctual for the gaining the end for 


whichthey are brought. We are 
( bleſſed be God ) better provided 
for, under all the evils which hap- 
pen to us, than the Heathens were. 


| And though we be liable to the 
* ſame evils which they were ob- 
E noxious unto, yet in this our con- 
© dition is much better than theirs 
{{ that we can bear them better than 
}} they could. Weſhallin vain ſearch 
:& into the Writings of Plato, or 
| EpiGetws, or any other of the 
{ Writings of the Heathen for ſup- 
- F ports under our ſorrows3 The 
} holy Scripture is the Divine Store- 


houſe 
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houſe where they are to beÞo 
found. 
2. The holy Scriptures makfÞo! 
for our ſupport under our forrom{Þ' 
as they do direct us to apply to ouſt 
ſelves the helps and affiſtanceſ{tt 
which I have named before. Thea 
do not only contain great helps: 
but they teach us how to uſe then, 0 
and uſe very poweriul Argument 
with us to this purpoſe, They dof 
not only preſcribe the moſt power-P't! 
ful Cordials, but they dire& wÞÞ 
alſo in the uſe of themz and not 
only ſo, but they do alſo by ver}U 
moving Arguments awaken our 
care and our diligence. And in 
deed, without this application al 


the helps and afliſtances avail wF 


: 


no more than the richeſt Cordials þ 
do the fick man which he. keeps | 
locked up in his Cloſet, but does} 
not taſte. 

The hope of Eternal life is very | 
powerful to enable us to endure Þ 
with patience the evils of this | 
ſhort life: This 1s the great cont | 


fort } 
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> beflfort under our preſent ſorrows,that 
he bleſſed time 1s drawing on up- 
ON us When all tears ſhall for ever 
be wiped from our eyes. But 
hen it 1s to be conſidered, that 
ncafſthe holy Scripture does not barely 
"hefſlay before us the promiſe of eter- 
eps final life : It is not a bare Map of 
em Bof that bleſſed Country which we 
entzexpett hereafter; it is a great deal 
- ofEmore than that. For beſides that 
ver-fithe holy Scripture deſcribes that 
wÞbleſſed Land, it alſo ſhews us the 
notf}way which leads to it, calls upon 
eryſJus to ſet our hearts upon it, and 
our very powerfully calls off our affe- 
in-@tions and deſires from the things 
al Bof this lower world, which would 
uw Pentangle us, and keep us from 
ial minding the things which are 
ps [jabove. And. to that purpoſe we 
263 [fare warned that the love of this 

{ world 1s inconſiſtent with the love 
ry | of God, and our purſuit of hea- 
Ire | venly things. And therefore we 
his F are vehemently exhorted to clcanſe 
x } and purifie our hearts, to follow 
| after 
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.. after holineſs, that we may 
God, and be fit for that bleſle 
immortality which is brought 
light through the Goſpel. 

The particular care and Proy 
dence of God is another ye 
powerful Argument to quiet ay 
eaſe our minds under all events ( 
things. This Doctrine the hoif 
Scripture does not only teach, byj 
directs us to the right uſe and xy 
plication of it to our ſelves, at 
very frequently calls upon us 
make the right uſe of it. Heng 
It 1s that we are ſo frequently « 
horted to be careful for nothing, | 
truſt in God, to caſt our care, at 
our burders upon him; To ackyn 
ledge him in all our ways. And 
are alſo frequently called off fro: 
all ſelf-confidence, or truſt in an 
Creature whatſoever. We are wa 
ned not totruſt to our own Wiſanf : 
our Riches, our Allies, and Worllf ! 
ly aſſiſtances. And the holy Sci 1 
pture does upon all occaſions api | 
poſe the Vanity of thoſe men - | 
trull 
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{truſt in any thing but God, and it 


repreſents upon all occafions how 
inconſiderable the beſt of the Crea- 
tures are. 

Again, The Promiſe of the Ho- 
ly Spirit is another great ſupport 
to us, and a ſtrong conſolation un- 
der the ſorrows and difficulties of 


Wn this mortal life. Now the holy 
Scripture does not only contain 


ſuch a Promiſe, but alſo puts us 


nf upon that courſe in which we ſhall 
| not fail to receivethe comforts and 
| aſſiſtances of this divine Spirit. We 


are aſſured that God will give his 
holy Spirit to them that ask him, 


and the holy Scripture, which gives 
# us this afſurance, does alſo with 
7 great vehemency put us upon beg- 
ging of God this heavenly 1 


ance. It puts us upon asking, 


4 upon ſeekine and knocking, upon 
all Prayer, and Supplication «© It al- 
# ſo puts us upon purity of heart, 
# that we may be diſpoſed to receive 


this Holy Spirit, and warns us that 


| we do not by our luſts and fooliſh 


practices 


Pſal. 23e4o 


Pal. 50, 
10,11,12» 
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practices grieve, or quench this holy 
Spirit of God. And now if we 
be perſwaded to follow this ad- 
vice we ſhall not fail of help andof 
comfort, and of peace and joy 
that paſſeth underſtanding : We 
ſhall be able to bear up under the 
oreateſt ſorrows and preſſures of 
this lower world. Yea, though we 
walk, through the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death we ſhall fear no evil, 
But then it becomes us at all times 
to implore this Spirit of God, and 
topray with the Pſalmiſt. Create is 
ze a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right Spirit within me : Caſt me nit 
away from thy preſence, and take not 
thy holy Spirit from me. Reſtore unto 
me the joy of thy ſalvation, and uj- 
hold me with thy free Spirit. 

The example of Chriſt and holy 
men who have ſuffered for the 
truth are not barely laid before us 
in the Scripture, but we are allo 
directed in our afflitions to keep 
our eye upon theſe great examples; 


and if we do that, we ſhall be 
greatly 
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greatly encouraged to perſevere in 
our Chriſtian courſe, and tread in 
the ſteps of thoſe glorious exam- 
ples. The Diſciple is not above 
his Maſter, and we (hall find it no 
hard thing to ſuffer, if we conſider 
whoſe Servants we are. If they did 
ſuch things to the green tree, why 
ſhould we think much that men 
ſhould do ſo alſo to the dry? Hence 
It 1s that the Holy Scripture puts 
usupon looking unto Jeſus the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of the Faith 
which we profeſs, and upon conſi- 
dering the Examples of the Pro- 
phets who haveſpokenin the name 
of the Lord, and have been very 
exemplary for ſuffering, and atf1- 
ion, and for patience. | 

Again, The interceſſion of the 
Son of God is a moſt comfortable 
Dodtrine of the Scripture: But it 
does not only teach us this, but 
directs us alſo to the uſe of it. For 
the holy Scripture does now ſend 
us to God by Jeſus Chriſt, and 


puts us upon*going to the throne 
N of 
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of grace with a becoming bold- 
neſs, and aſſurance that we ſhall 
now | be accepted through him 
whodied for us, and ever lives to 
make Intercefſion for thoſe who 
come unto God by him. 

IIT. The holy Scriptures tend 
very much to our comfort under 
all our ſorrows, as they are the in. 
ſtrument of conveyance of the 
greateſt bleſſings to us. They are 
Gods a& and deed, and on Gods 

art a great aſſurance to us of thoſe 
Liediom which are only able to 
make us happy, and are able to 
make usſo in ſpight of all the miſe- 
ries that can befall us in this pre- 
ſent life. The Scriptures are not 
only tobe conſidered as a Map and 
draught of our Inheritance which 
we hope for, but as a Teſtament 
and declared Will, which give us a 
rightand title to, and conſequent- 
ly a full aſſurance that we ſhall in- 
deed enjoy thoſe things which we 
find preſented to us there. They 
do not only lay them before us, 


but 
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but they are by theſe divine Wri- 
tings made over to us. We are 
by our blefled Saviour no more 
Servants, but Sons; and if we be 


Sons, we are alſo Heirs of God Gal.47 


through Chriſt. Bur then the holy 
Scriptures are the Deeds and Con- 
veyances of this Eſtate. And as 
they are ſo, they tend greatly to 


- our comfort and ſupport under the 


afflictions of this life, and 1n the 
Mid(t of them we may now juſtly 
eſteem our ſclves happy, as having 
ſo full an aſſurance of a future in- 
heritance. Our Deeds and Wri- 
tings for our worldly Eſtate we 
value greatly, becauſe they ſhew 
our Title and our Right, and 
therefore we preſerve them with 
great care, and pleaſe our ſelves 
that they are good, and well at- 
teſted, 

Itis nolittle bleſſing, and ought 
to be no ſmall comfort to us that 
we have the holy Scriptures, which 
are a declaration of Gods favour 
and good will towards us, It was 

N 2 the 


Rom. 3. 
IyZs 


Dent. 33. 
4. 
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the great Priviledge of the Jews 
that God had given them his Law. . 
He fhewed his word unto Jacob, bis 
Statutes and bis Fudgments unto Iſ- 
rael, He had not dealt ſo with 
any Nation, and for his Judgments 
they have not known them. The 
Apoſtle reckons it a Priviledge 
which the Jew enjoyed above the 
reſt of the world, that they had 
Gods Law among them. What ad- 
vantage then hath the few? Or what 
profit 3s there of Circumciſion * Much 
every way 3 chiefly becauſe that uuto 
them were committed the Oracles of 
God. This one thing did very 
much exalt the Jewiſh People 
above their Neighbours: And 
their Law gave them their Title to 
their Country, and was the Inſtru- 
ment of Conveyance of their Inhe- 
ritance to them. And hence we find 
their Law 1s ſometime called their 
Inheritance Moſes commanded ws a 
Law, even the Inheritance of the 
Congregation of Jacob, Indeed, their 
Law was their Charter, and Inſtru- 

ment 
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ment that contained their Title 
which they had to their Poſſefii- 
ons: And the Land which they poſ- 
ſeſſed was a Type of Heaven, and 
their Law and their Service was a Heb. 10.1: 
ſhadow of good things to come. 

But thanks be to God the cafe 
1s well mended with us now. We 
have the ſubſtance clearly revealed, 
of which they had the ſhadow and 
the Type. Our bleſſed Saviour 
hath brought life and immortality 
to light through the Goſpel; And 
the New Teſtament makes over to 
us our right and title to that bleſſed 
inheritance which our Lord hath 
purchaſed for us. 

We had forfeited Gods favour, 
and needed an Atonement : The 
Law of Moſes preſcribed certain 
Sacrifices indeed for expiation, and 
the procurement of the favour of 
God; but it 1s very certain that 
thoſe Sacrifices could not make the yeb.1o.r. 
commers thereunto perfeF. But then 
It pleaſed God to ſend his only Son 


to die for our fins, and #ow he hath 
N 3 reconct- 
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2 Cor. 5- reconciled ws to himſelf by J eſus 
19:2: Chriſt; and hath given to us the mi- 


Joh.3. 
16,17. 


mifiry of reconciliation : Towit, that 
od was in Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing 
their treſpaſſes nnto them. -— For 
he hath made him to be ſim for us, 
who knew no ſin; that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him. 

The Kingdom of Heaven 15 now 
opened to all Believers, and none 
are now excluded from the hopes 
of that bleſſed ſtate who do not 
ſhut themſelves out by their un- 
belief, and impenitence, and con- 
tempt of the Laws of Chriſt. For 
God ſo loved the World that he gave | 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever | 
believethin him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. For God ſent 
not bis Son ito the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world 
through him might be ſaved. This 
18 the comfortable Dodrine of the 
holy Scripture, and hence it is that 
we have now great conſolation. 

For 
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For there can be nothing ſo much 
for our comfort as the aſlurance 
which we have of Gods favour, 
which is better for us than life it 
ſelf. 

But then to put us out of all 
doubt for ever, this truth is con- 
firmed to us, as well as taught by 
the holy Scriptures. For our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour wrought many Mira- 
cles to confirm to us the Doctrine 
which he taught, and by that 
means hath given us the utmoſt 
alſurance that this comfortable 
Dodrine 1s a divine truth, To 
this purpoſe he cured the fick, 
diſpoſſefied the dxmoniacks, raiſed 
the dead, reſtored the blind, com- 
manded the Sea and the Wind, and 
roſe from the dead the third day. 
Many, and various, and ſuperna- 
tural are the works he did, and 
which are written in the Goſpels: 
And many more he did which are 


not written. But theſe are written jch.zo. 


that ye might believe that Jeſus is the 31. 
Chriſt the Son of God, and that 
N 4 believing 
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believing ye might have life through 
his name. God hath ſet his Seal to 
the divine truths which the Goſpel 
does contain 3 And hath effectually 
taken from us all cauſe of doubt 
and ſuſpicion. 

IV. The holy Scriptures tend 
very much tro our camfort under 
our trqubles, as they do contain 
many precious Promiſes which 
tend this way 3 God hath been 


pleaſed in theſe Writings to make | 
many promiſes for the comfort of | 
the afflicted and oppretled, of them | 


that fear him, and truſt in him, 
and ſuffer for his names ſake. And 
nothing of what God hath ſaid 


ſhall fall to the ground: If we | 
continue to truſt in God, and to | 
do good, we ſhall find great com- | 


fort from the holy Scriptures in 
our greateſt ſorrows. O how great is 


* thy goodneſs which thou haſt laid up 


for them that fear thee : Which thou 
haſt wrought for them that truſt in 
thee before the Sons of men! Happy 
3s that man that puts himſelf under 

| 3 the 
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the Divine Protedion. Many + 
ſorrows ſhall be to the wicked : But Pſal.32. 
he that truſteth in the Lord, mercy '* 
ſhall compaſs him about. No man 
does ſo much conſult his own ſafe- 
ty as He does that does intirely 
truſt in God, and commit himſelf 
and his affairs unto him. They thatyqa,124, 
truſt in the Lord ſhall be as Mount 1: 


Zion, which cannot be moved, but 


| abideth for ever. 


I deny not but ſuch a 'man may 
fall into ſtraits and difficulties, but 
then he 1s not forſaken, but can 
have a recourſe to him that is at 
hand, and able to ſave him. Whey Pal. 14.2, 
my Spirit was overwhelmed within 3455: 


| me, then thou kneweſt my path : — I 


looked on my right hand, and beheld, 


' but there was no man that would know 


me; refuge failed me, no man cared 
for my Soul. I cried unto thee, O 
Lord, I ſaid, Thou art my refuge, 
and my portion in the Land of the 
Living. The good man may be 
bereft of his worldly comforts 
and ſupports, but then when he - 
mo 
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moſt of all ſo, God is preſent with 


him. Nay, weare then more pe- | 


culiarly the care of God, when we 
are abandoned by the Creature, 
The affiicted man 1s particularly 
the. charge of Heaven, and does 
immediately belong to the divine 
care and Providence. The devout 
Pſalmiſt makes his affiition his 
argument to move God to have 
Pla.rgz.6. Tegard to him, Attend unto my 
cry, for I am brought very low. 
Phal.nc.g, Again, But I am poor and need); 
and then he goes on, Make haſt unto 
21e, OGod. The Prayers of the 
afflited righteous find a ready way 
to God; they pierce the Heavens, 
and are ſure to obtain a blefling, 
Pſal.37. The righteows cry, and the Lord 
18,18. heareth, and delivereth them out of 
all their troubles. The Lord is nigh 
unto them that are of a broken 
heart, and ſaveth ſuch as be of a con- 
trite Spirit. 

There 1s great comfort in the 
holy Scripture for every man that 
1s fincerely good, and does deſire 

to 


i957] 


to be better. And whatever his 
forrow and affliction be, he is not 
left comfortleſs. If he be burs 


. | dened with his fins, haraſſed out 


by the cares and toiles of a vexa- 
tious world, and very uneafie uns 
der the load which lies upon him, 
yet is not this diſtreſſed and miſe- 
rable Sinner left without hope 
and comfort : Our Lord ſpeaksto 


to me all ye that labour, and are hea- © 
oy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
Take my yoak upon you, and learn of 
me, for Iam meek and lowly in heart, 
and ye ſhall find reſt unto your Souls. 
For my yoak 3s eaſie, and my burden 
* light. How comfortable a Scri- 
pture 1s this to the dejegted Sin- 
ner? That hath in vain ſought his 
happineſs from the things of this 
life 3 that hath totled a great while 
to no purpoſe, and is now under 
fears of Gods wrath breaking in 
upon him as a juſt punſhment of a 
trifling and a vicious life? Theſe 
are moſt powerful words, and if 
men 


ſuch as theſe are, ſaying, Come un- Mat.il. 
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men would conſider them duly, 


A 


would appear to have a mighty |,nq 
force upon the minds of men. Can [her 
any thing be more welcom than reſt |,nq 
to them that labour and are heavy ſjgy 


laden? Is any reſt to be compared 
to the reſt which is given to our 
Souls? can any thing be more de- 
firable for them that have ſerved 
cruel Lords, than that they ſhould 
now ſubmit to one that 1s meek and 
lowly in heart 2 Can any thing be 


more inviting, after a great bon |} 


dage and (lavery, than a yoak that 
iscafie, and a burden that is light? 
We are called upon to accept our 
own happineſs; Courted to em- 
brace all that bliſs which we in 
vain look for from the World, 
and from our Sins. Our Lord,and 
our intereſt bid us come. Our 
Lord, who laid down his like for 
us, and who hath highly deſerved 
of us, he invites us, and aſſures us 
of reſt and peace, and that his 
yoak 1s eafie, and his burden 


light. 
| And 


Inv! 


ra 
the 


ly,] And as the Scriptures do invite 
fy nd encourage Sinners to enter 
i” themſelves under our Lord Jeſus, 
e 


x, lowers and Diſciples; as they do 
6 


ur 
e- 
ed 
ld 
1d 


wad ono, Moe BY. ee 


ted 


ſed are t hey which are perſecuted for YatsS. 12. 


[189] 


ind to become his fincere Fol- 


invite us to the profeſſion and 
practice of the Laws of God, ſo 
they do greatly encourage us by 
the excellent promiſes which they 
contain, to continue in that pro- 
fefſion. The comforts of Religion 
are unſpeakably great, and no man 
s provided for as the Religious 1s 
under all events of things. Do 
we ſuffer for the ſake ofthe Truth ? 
For our comfort it is written, Bleſ- 


riehteouſneſs ſake : For theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Are we re- 
proached and reviled, nick-named, 
and flouted at ? For our comfort it 
s written, If ye be reproached for 
the name of Cloth hapy? are yes ou _—_ 
the ſpirit of glory and of God reſteth 
wor you. Again, Bleſſed are you... ,, 
when men ſhall revile you, &c. Re-12. © 
joyce and be exceeding glad ; for great 
is 
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# your reward in heaven. Are We f 
rifled and ſpoiled of our Goods29 


Mar.o. 29, For our comfort-it 1s written ; There 


is no man that hath left Houſe, [0 
Brethren, or Siſters, or Father, oo": 
Mother, or Wife, or Children, wf't « 
Lands for my ſake, and the Goſpel, ot 
but he ſhall receive an hundred-fold|0N: 
in this time — and in the world v0 
come, life everlaſting. Are we threat tha 
ned with death ? To our unſpeaka-| #97 
ble comfort it is written, He thu dill 
loſeth his life for my ſake ſhall find ſha 
it. Again, Bleſjjed is the man that WE 
endureth temptation, for when he i ſaic 
tried he ſhall receive the Crown of lift, this 
which the Lord hath promiſed ti bay 
. them that love him. Again, And | it 
heard a woice from heaven, ſaying us| al 
to me, Write, bleſſed are the dead Ta 
which die in the T.ord (and ſurely £0 
they that die for him cannot then £4 
be excluded from this bleſſing )| Pez 
from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the Spi- ſam 
rit, that they may reſt from their| VE 
labours, and their works do follow © : 
them. And, Precious in the ſight 
0 
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" f the Lord is the death of the 

2 darmts. : 

| And if the Scripture afford us 

x great comfort under perſecuti- 

(ons, and againſt the fear of death, 

,yit does not fail to do it under our 

;; [other troubles, and lighter afflicti- 

jlons. We need not fear the want 

{of what 1s needfu] when we have 

«| that Promiſe, will never leave thee Heb.13.5. 
2.0 #0r forſake thee. We ſhall notneed 

diſtract our ſelves about what we 

ſhall ear and drink, and wherewirh 

we {hall be cloathed, when it 1s 

1 laid by truth it ſelf, that all theſemar.s. 33 
things ſhall be added unto as. We x 
have no cauſe to daſquiet our ſelves 

with the. thoughts of what we 

ſhall do, when we come to a great 

trial, and appear before our potent 
Enemies. Our Lord hath faid, 

Take no thought how or what ze ſhall yar.1o. 
ſpeak; for it ſhall bs grven you inthat '9- 

þ ame hour what ye ſl;all_ſpeak. And 

we are elſewhere afſured of grace yy... 6- 
to help in the tic of need. 


The 
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The Holy Scriptures afford coti- 
fort under every affliction. The 
Widows and the Fatherleſs are 
aſſured, that a Father of the Fa- 
Plal.68.5. therleſs, and a Judge of the Widows 
x God in his holy habitation. They 
that are oppreſſed, here find com- 
Pal.9.g. fort 3 The Lord alſo will be a refuge 
for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of 
trouble. Here the poor are re- 
freſhed : There is 220 wart to then 
Plal.z4, that fear him : The young Lions do 
9. lack and ſuffer hunger : But thy 
that ſeck the Lord ſhall not want any 
good thing. The ſick receive their 
comforts alſo from the holy Scr:- 
ptures ; hence they are furniſhed 
with ſuitable Meditations, with 

pious Ejaculations and Prayers. 
We are farther aſſured, that al 
Rom.8, things work together for good to 
28, them that love God. And how com- 
fortable a conſideration 1s this to 
thoſe that meet with ſuch variety 
of things as do entertain us in this 
preſent world ? For now we have 


but one Care about us, and that 1s 
ro 


Plal.41.3. 
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to ſee that we do indeed above all 
things love God : If we do this, 
we may diſcharge our other Cares, 
and for ever ſend away our fears 
and jealouſies : There will be no- 
thing can do us any hurt; nay; 
more than that, nothing can poſ- 
fibly befal us but it will S us good, 
and advance us fairly towards our 
great End and Happineſs. If our 
hearts be inflamed with the loveof 
God, this world will make but 
yainattempts upon us: Whatever 
ſtorm or ſhock may happen to us, 
they will be but like thoſe Winds 
that leave the Trees which they 
ſhake the more firmly ſettled and 
rooted, If it be thus with us, 
we are ſafe, and ſhajl not need to 
fear the greateſt evils that can be- 
fal us in this preſent life. Poverty, 
and Sickneſs, Pain, and Oppreſſi- 
on, and the other miſeries of 
life will leave us better than they 
found us. They will ſerve torid 
us of our remaining folly and wan- 


tonneſs; To call us off from the 
O Crea- 
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Creature to the Creatorz They 
will but take from us our drofs and 
filth, and render us more prepated 
and fitted for our Maſters uſe, 
Nay, Death it ſelf { which we 
commonly think the greateſt evil ) 
will dous a friendly office when it 
ſhall take us from this Valley of 
tears, and ſhadow of death, and 
tranſlate us to thoſe joys and plea- 
fures that are at Gods right hand 
for evermore. For death it ſelf 15a 

reat bleſſing to a good man : And 
if it be at any time otherwiſe, 't is 
our ſin that hath rendred death a 
formidable evil. Death is indeed 
a great Tyrant, but it is ſo to them 
only that are unfit and unwilling 
to die, who are therefore haled to 
it againſt their wills. But then for 
thole that are fit and willing to die, 
death isa faithful Servant, that does 
but carry them whither they great- 
ly defire to go. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


T remains now that we confider 
what hath been ſaid before, and 
make uſe of the helps which God 
hath been pleaſed to provide us 
and that we rather ehooſe to ſuffer 
than to ſz: - It is no {great matter 
whatwe loſe, if we do not wrong 
our Conſciences, and diſpleaſe our 
God. Take courage then, and 
dare to be good, whatever it coſt 
thee, and thou wilt ſoon find, that 
greater is he that 1s with thee, 
than he that is againſt thee. Sup- 
poſe thou ſuffer death it ſelf, and 
that a violent and a ſhameful one, 
yet wilt thou not want a preſent 
afliſtance, and a ſufficient ſupport 
even 1n that caſe. Our Religion 
were a very mean Inſtitution it it 
would not bear a man up againſt 
the fears of death. TI ſhall, to what 
hath been ſaid above, add fome 
O 2 things 
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things to your farther conſiderati- 
on, to encourage you to give up 
your life rather than to deny 
your Religion, and wrong your 
Conſciences. And, 

I. That it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that death can hurt9%? man. If 
death have any evil belonging to 
it, it is owing to our own folly. 
It is our fin only that gives it a 
ſting. It is impoſſible it ſhould 
hurt him that 1s ſincerely good. 
Socrates told the Athenians, that 
they would rather hurt themſelves 
than him by taking away his life 3 
and that for his Accuſers, he did not 
believe they could do him hurt, he 
not thinking it reaſonable to be- 
leve it in the power of evil men 
to hurt the good. It is indeed 1n 
their power to kill, it is not in their 
power to hurt them that are good. 
That deathcan do us no hurt that 
hath had a good life gone before it. 
The worſt of men deſire to die 
the deathof the righteous. Ofall 
men thoſe that are good have leaſt 

caule 
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cauſe to fear dying : For they have 
placed their happineſs beyond . 
this world : And death is to them 
unwelcom that live at eaſe here. 

II. That it 1s very certain that 
many men have overcome the fear 
of death from a mean and low 
Principle, compared with that of 
the Chriſtian, who ſuffers for 
righteouſneſs ſake. Death, I grant, 
ſtrikes a dread upon Mankind. Ir 
is that which we commonly ſtartle 
at : It comes to take us apieces, to 
remove us from our Friends and 
Familiars . that for ſome time we 
have converſed with. And hence 
itis, that men generally fear death, 
and declineit what they can. But 
yet we know that many have over- 
com this fear of death, ſome of 
them-from a mean, and others from 
an evil Principle. Death 1s for- 
midable, and a good man 1s not 
quite rid of all the fear of death ; 
yet there are many conſiderati- 
ons that make death ſeem defira- 


ble. Revenge triumphs over 1t, 
O 3 Love 
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Love makes light of it, Honour 1s 
ambitious of it, fear of diſgrace 
chooſes it, Sorrow runs after it, 
it, Fear prevents it. A weak and 
fooliſh Paſſion, a trifling and a 
faulty Principle reconciles men to 
death : Some have thrown away 
their lives, others have given them 
up, many have parted with them 
upon trifling accounts, and ſome- 
times upon evil ones. They have 
been contented to part with their 
lives from an evil Principle, or from 
a irifling one. 
How many have proved Mar- 
tyrsto their Luſts >? How many to 
gratifie their Luſt and their Re- 
yenge have brought upon them- 
ſelves a lingring or a ſudden death? 
How many have fallen Sacrifices 
to their Luxury and Intemperance, 
Pudeat their Pride and Luſt ? And is1tnot 
Jenper ta- a great ſhame that we ſhould ſtick 
bi poſſe to do that from a good Principle 
on aeeg which others do from a faulty 
Foſſepu- ONE? Is 1t not a ſhame that the 
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than the Laws of Chriſt? And 
that men ſhould make themſelves 
miſerable at that expence which 
they refuſe to be at in order to 
their happineſs ? 

There have been thoſe who 
have died for a filly Woman, for a 
point of Honour, for their Fame, 
and for their Country. Theſe 
things have prevailed with them 
to endure torments, and devote 
themſelves to deſtruction, So 
much have theſe things prevailed rat »;- 
with them, that their lives were fe»? 
not precious in their own eyes. It —_— 
15 a great reproach to us, if we re- garitan? 
fuſe to ſuffer that for the ſake memes 
Chriſt and his Goſpel which others *- 
have ſuffered for the ſake of this 
World. The Heathen could not 
but take notice of this ſpeaking of 
death: Seeſt thou not ( lays he )senec. 
upon what frivolous accounts it is Ep- 4: 
contemaed 5s One hangs himſelf at 
the door of his Miſtris: Another 
throws himſelf headlong from the 
kouſe top. to avoid a churliſh, aud un- 

O4 quiet 
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quiet Maſter, Another ſtabs hinm- 
felf that he may prevent his return 
home. Doſt thou not think that wer- 
tue might have done that which an 
exceſs of fear hath done? Shall a 
fooliſh Luſt and an impotent Paſ- 
fion have more force than the ſenfe 
of our duly and the well grounded 
hopes of eternal happineſs? We 
read in our Books of ſome that 
have facrificed their lives to their 
Fame, or thrown them away in 
compliance with the fooliſh cuſtoms 
of their Country, or from a Prin- 


Anton. ciple of Superſtition; It 7s a very 


{c. 14- aftoiſhing thing ( ſays one of the 


Heathens ) that IJenorance and 
Oftentation ſhould be more powerful 
than Wiſdom. = 5 oh 

We have a ſtory in the Adsof 
our Church, of a man in Queen 
Maries days, who, when he was 
put in mind to ſuffer for that truth 
which he had for ſome time pro- 
felled, replied, that he could ot 
burn. Nor did he burn for his 
Religionz But in the days of 
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Queen Elizabeth this man's houſe 
was on fire, and then to fave his 
Goods he adventures into his 
houſe, and he and his Goods were 
burnt in the ſame flames. He that 
would not burn to fave his Soul, 
ventures into the fire to preſerve 
his Goods. And, then he loſt his 
Goods and his Life, and (it is to 
be feared ) his Soul allo. 

III. The good man does not 
want very, conſiderations to per- great 
ſwade him to quit this preſent life 
for the ſake of a better. He is well 
' aſſured that by thus loſing his life 
he ſhall ſave it 5 That he ſhall be 
aſiſted in his confli, and rewar- 
ded when he hath finiſhed his 
courſe. He is not left without a 
Comforter, and he 1s aſſured of a 
plentiful Reward, He knows in 
whom he hath believed, and can 
commit the keeping of his Soul un- ; per.4. 
to God as unto a faithful Creator. 19: 
He does but put oft his fleſh, and 
knows that he ſhall be cloathed 
with life and immortality. He _ 

ut 
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but part with an eartbly Faberna« 
cle for a building not made with 
bands. And by his conſtant ſuffe« 
rings be glorifies God, ſpreads his 
truth, confirms his Servants, aud 
makes way for a greater glory tg 
himſelf. 

Do nat then fear to follow your 
Lord, and all thoſe bleſied Souls 
that have led the way. When 
your Lord cammands, make no 
demur, but follow him chearfully, 
though it be to the place of Skulls 
It is not worth your while to pre- 
ſerve your life with the loſs of 
your wnocence, Gods favour is 
more than life, and that will ſtand 
us in ſtead when this life ſhall be 
na more. It jsa madneſs to forfeit 
our eternal hopes that we may live 
here a little longerz eſpecially 
when our life will be but a plague 
and burden to us, when we have 
purchaſed it with the loſs of our 
innocence. We ſhall find the hor- 
raurs of a guilty mind more pain- 
ful than the flames, and much 


more 
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more laſting alſo. Alas! we do 
but run our ſelves into eternal hox- 
rors to avoid a ſhort affliction : 
There is a Wormthat dies not, and 
a Fire that goes not out, 

If we ſuffer for righteouſneſs 
fake happy are we: We ſhall not 
want the ſupports of the Spirit, 
the Miniſtry of Angels, the power- 
lul Intercefſion of the Son of God, - 
the peace and quiet of our own 
mirſds, and ſhall in a little time be 
received into unſpeakable Joy. In 
the mean time 1t 1s but little we 
loſe, a ſhort life, a ſtrait and un- 
certain one. That which was al-: 
ways burdenſom, full of care, and 
uneaſie through hope and fear of 
what was to come. We loſe our 
life indeed ; But alas / What 1s 
that? It is but a vapour, and a 
dream : That which we could not 
long bave kept. A diſeaſe, a Tile 
from an houſe, a fall from a Horſe, 
a thruſt of an Enemy, the ſmalleſt 
matter might have taken it away 


the next moment. We loſe an 
life : 
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life : But we loſe it honourably, 
and ſo we cannot properly be faid 
toloſe it. We die for Chriſt, that 
died for us; For the ſake of him 
whothought nothing too much for 
us: For the beſt perſon that ever 


appeared in humane nature, and | 


one that hath deſerved the beſt of 
us. We die: But it 1s for our 
greateſt Friend, for our Lord and 
King : For him that is at Gods 
right hand, and gone thither to 
prepare a place for us. We die: 
But it is that we may live for 
ever, and we do but exchange our 
mortal life for glory and immor- 

tality. | 
On the other hand, ſuppoſe we 
ſhould draw. back, and, to ſave 
ourlives, wrong our Conſciences 
What ſhall we gain by this? We 
ſhall live a while longer, enjoy our 
Preferments and our outward 
Comforts : But alas ! Whither ſhall 
we cauſe our ſhame to go?When we 
have out-lived our Innocence, pro- 
ftituted our Conſcience, and yon 
Ip- 


OW —=— hk AG cy —_— ens.” | unn_s ” 2 ll 2 Lead T wt. 


| not. 


[205] | 
ſhipwrack of our Faith, what good 
will our life do us? It only keeps 
our bodies from putrefaCtion, and 
reſpits a little our eternal miſery ; 
our joy and our ſtrength 1s gone, 
when we have denied the Faith; 
and now we are juſtly deteſted by 
God and good men, and are but a 
burden and terror to our ſelves. 
And as we are uneafie to our ſelves 
now, ſo when death approaches 
us (for we ſhall not long ſtave it 
off ) then our unſpeakable miſery 
, [begins. Then death will be more 
| terrible tous than ever it was be- 
. [fore, and yet we muſt ſubmit our 
necks whether we are willing or 


| But fome will object perhaps Obje&. 
that they have lived at a trifling 
 Jrate, and they do therefore much 
, [doubt of their future ſtate. And 
| [though they be aſſured of the 
goodneſs of their cauſe, and are 
 [notmuch afraid of death, yet they 
tear ſomething beyond death, be- 
cauſe they have not lived ſo exactly 
as 
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as they ought. Such men as the 
are in a ſtrait, like that of the 
Iſraelites, who were: placed be- 
tween the perſecuting Egyptian: | x 
and the Red Sea, and will be 
tempted rather to return ittof | 
Egypt than adventure themſelve 
upon the violent floud of water, 
Now in anſwer to this Objection, | | 
I ſhall defire them that make it to[ x; 
— the following particu-| 
ars : 

I. That by declining to ſuffer in 
this caſe they do but render ther} ; 
Salvation the more hazardous and 
doubtful, ſo far are they from ſe { 
curing themſelves and their main 
concern. For they run into {| j 
known fin, and conſequently hz 
zard their Salvation, for which they 
pretend at the ſame time to be ſol: 
licitous. There is no doubt but 
ſuch a man may flee from the Per} 
ſecution if he can, but it can never 
be fafe for him to renounce his Re- 
ligion, and deny his Saviour be; 
fore men. We allow ſick boy 

when 
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when their caſe is doubtful, ſome 
things which we do not adviſe 
them to, but no man in his wits 
will let them drink Poyſon, or 
take in any thing that commonly 
deſtroys the life of a man. Our 
Religion does not allow us to do 
evil that good may cotne. Anda 
certain fin cannot tend to the fecu- 
ring, but does always and direfly 
tend to the deſtruction of our 
Souls. Tt 1s certain, what ' ever 
pretence we make, we have no re- 
pard as we ought to have for our 
Souls, when we willingly commit a 
fin againſt God ; For by commit- 
ting a known fin, we do but run 
into that evil which we pretend we 
fear and would decline. 

2. And therefore T add, that we 
ought to ſuffer, and commit our 
ſelves nnto God, notwithſtanding 
the doubt and fear we are under. 
For this is certainly our duty, and 
no matter of queſtion, and there- 
fore we ought not to demur. Our 
duty is plain, and our doubt ariſes 
not 
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not from what we are to do, but 
from the effe&s of what we have 
done. We cannot give a better 
teſtimony of our ſincere repen. 
tance for what hath been done 
amiſs than by giving our ſelves up 
to the will of God. Whereas by 
declining to ſuffer, and chooſing 
to ſin we withdraw our ſelves 
from Gods ' protection, and pro- 
claim our ſelves not only ſinners, 
but Impenitents alſo. And it isa 
ſign that we are not much concern- 
ed for our former fins when we 
dare add to their zxmber lo great 
and hainous an one. Whereas on 
the other hand, when we give up 
our lives to God, notwithſtanding 
our fears anddoubts of our future 
ſtate, we give the greateſt demon- 
ſtration of our ſincere repentance 
for our ſins paſt, and take a direct 
courſe to obtain our pardon and 
remiftion. In this caſe to give up 
our lives is the greateſt expreſſion 
of a fincere repentance, and of a 
{tedfaſtfaith inGod., It is a great 

wiſdom 
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wiſdom in us in this caſe to chooſe 
to fall into the hands of that God 
whoſe mercies are above all his 
works. And we can never conſult 
better for ourſelves, than by doing 
our duty, whatever pain or loſs it 
do expole us to. 

 3- That among the Ancient 
Writers of the Church we have a 
very favourable opinion relating 
to this matter: And it was this, 
that Martyrdom was a kind of? 


Baptiſm, by which remiſſion of pci1.:4. 


ſins was obtained, and which did<-7. 
ſuperſede the indiſpenſable neceſfi- 
ty of that Sacrament, ſerving in the 


room and ſtead of it, This St. A- 1d. de 
Eccleſ. 


in reckons among the opinions of Dogmat, 


the Church. I ſhall not examine 
the grounds and foundations of 
this opinion 3 but this I ſball ſay, 
that as it was a general opinion 
among the Ancients ( who not- 
withſtanding maintained the ne- 
ceſlity of an holy life ) fo it does, 
as it 1s laid down by the Father 


above-named, deſerve at leaſt a 
P favour- 


Aug. de ' 


Mat. 10. 


32. 
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favourable regard ; eſpecially fince 
he grounds it upon that promiſe of 
our Saviour, Whoſocever therefore 
ſhall confeſs me before men, him will [ 
confeſs alſo before my Father which 
# in heaven. 

4. It is very adviſable, that he 
that hath done amiſs ſhould by all 
the ways poſſible teſtifie the fince- 
rity of his Repentance, If his 
ſins have been againſt his Neigh- 
bour, he ought to be reconciled, 
and to make reſtitution as far ashe 
1s able : And whatever his fin hath 
been, he ought to confeſs it, and to 
ſhame himlelf for it, and to give 
all the poſlible proofsof a through, 
and hearty, and particular re- 
pentance, as far as his time and abi- 
lity will reach, and he muſt to this 
purpoſe call in Gods help, and im- 
plore his grace and mercy in Chriſt 
Jeſus: And then if afterward he 
give his body to be burnt, as a 


farther token of his Contrition, he 


will not loſe his reward. There is 
a fond opinion among the Jewiſh 
Writers, 
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Writers, that the death of a Cri- 
minal expiates for his Crimes. Bur 
yet one of their wiſer Writers tells Maimon. 
us, that neither the Sacrifice which 9-Teſhub. 
the ſinner brought, nor the death ©* 
which was ;nfliced on him did 
make explation for him, unleſs he 
did repent. 

5. They that now make this 
Objection ought to make the right 
Ulſe of it. That 1s, they ought 
forthwith to ſet upon an holy life, 
upon crucifying their Juſts, and 
killing their fins, that ſo they may 
not be afraid of death in what 
form ſoever 1t ſhall preſent it ſelf. 
They ought to provide for ſuffte- 
rings, and. eſpecially for death, 
before it makes its approach unts 
them. 


P 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


Shall now proceed to ſhew 
I what preparations we ought 
to make againſt Sufferings,and how 
we are to demean our ſelves under 
them. | 

We ought to conſider before- 
hand, that we may meet with great 
trials and exerciſes in our way to 
to heaven. And it very well be- 
comes us to provide againſt the 
worlſt of things. And this is very 
reaſonable, becauſe if we ſhould 
not becalled out to ſuffer for our 
Religion, yet we ſhall be ſure to 
die, and it is our duty, as well as 
our intereſt, to provide for death. 
And therefore what I have to offer 
cannot be unſeaſonable, becaule it 
will ſerve to prepare us for our 
other ſufferings, and for the ſtroke 
of death, though we ſhould not 


be perſecuted for. righteouſneſs 
ſake. 
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fake, And it is a fooliſh thing not 
to prepare for death in the time 
of our proſperity and our health. 
I ſhall therefore recommend to you 
ſome particulars which will be of 
great Uſe tous to prepare us for 
our bearing all ſort of afflittions, 
and particularly tend to deli- 
ver us from the fear of violence 
and death it ſelf. And to that 
purpoſe, 

T1. Make it your care to bear 
witneſs to the Truth,by your lives; 
and this will be a great preparati- 
on againſt all evils, and even againſt 
death it ſelf. In this ſenſe we may 
all be Martyrs though we do not 
ſhed our bloud : For we may bear 
witneſs to the Truth by our life as 
well as by our death. And the 
doing it by a good life is the beſt 
preparative to the other Martyr- 
dom of bloud. We may by wel- 
doing, as well as by ſuffering web, i;, * 
put to ſilence the ignorance of 
fooliſh men. If there be no Tyrant, g_ ae 
( fays one of the Ancients) m0 3/r;yria 

P 3 Tormen- 
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Tormentor, no Plunderer, yet there 


will be Coucupiſcence giving #s dai- 
ly matter of Martyrdom. Beſides, 
the evils of this mortal life, that are 
common to the good and bad, will 
afford ws the Crown of Martyrdom if 
we bear them with alacrity and 
thauksgiving, — Who dares deny 
( ſays he ) Abraham, and Iſaac, and 
Jeb to be Martyrs e What Racks did 
ever torment the body more than na- 
tural affeFion tortured the mind of 
that Patriarch,when he, in compliance 
with Gods Command, was ready to 
offer up his Son, his only and beloved 
0n, in whom was the hope of Poſte- 
rity * What was wanting to the ma- 
king Iſaac a Martyr, who without 
murmuring ſuffered himſelf to be 
bound, and laid upon the wood? 
Whoſe Martyrdom may we com- 
pare with the things which Job 
ſaffereds The ſame Author does 
well obſerve, that in that Ca- 
talogue of Saints and holy men, 
( Heb. 11. ) though there were but 
tew of them died a violent death, 
yet 
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yet to let us ſee that we might 'Ewagwr 
be Martyrs by an exemplary #e-- 
life, it is ſaid of them, that by 
faith they obtained a good re- fieb.11.2. 
port. To which I] add, that they 
are all called Martyrs or Witneſſes Ch.12.1, 
afterward. We ſhall have fair oc-M47 
caſion to ſhew our Courage, our*” 
Patience, our Reſignation, and our 
Faith, though we do not ſuffer up- 
on a Wheel, or at a Stake. And 
he that bears all his other troubles 
well, is in a great preparation to 
ſuffer death alſo. Whereas thoſe 
men that are impatient and peeviſh 
under every little forrow and croſs, 
have much to do before they will 
be fit to endure the ſevereſt tor- 
ments. If then we would be able 
to endure a violent death for the 
ſakeof our Saviour, let us ſet upon 
the practice of the hardeſt of his 
Precepts. Let us cut off our right 
hands, and pluck out our right 
Eyes, part with our moſt beloved 
luſts, and crucifie the defires of 
the fleſh. Let us mortifie our 1n- 

P 4 ordinate 
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ordinate Anger, deſtroy all wrath 
and bitterneſs, all our covetous 
deſires and ſenſualities. Here is a 
great and difficult task before us; 
if we do this, death will not much 
aſtoniſh us: We ſhall not be 
greatly afraid of death when we 
(ee our fins and luſts dead before us: 
Thoſe luſts, which made death a 
formidable evil tous. No man is 
ſo fearleſs of death as that man 
that is crucified to the world, and 
hath mortified his inordinate defire 
-of worldly things. If in the 
whole courſe of our life we give 
up our ſelves to the Laws of Chritſt, 
if we exerciſe our ſelves to pati- 
ence, and ſelf-denial, to meekneſs 
and long-ſuffering, to Temperance 
and Chaſtity, to contempt of the 
world, and an heavenly mind, we 
ſhall find it a very eaſie task when 
we ſhall be required to reſign up 
our mortal life for the ſake of our 
Lord Jeſus. He that obeys Chriſt 
in all his holy and ſtricteſt Precepts, 
will be in great readineſs and 

_ | | prepa- 


may, ts DS }Þ_ bd  Y TY "a ed cp © -A £A mMmr oe Au. Faves 


a ww 


- a+ 


[217] 

preparation of mind to lay down 
his life for him. He that dares 
kill his Laſts, and crucifie the old 
man, will not think much to re- 
ſign this mortal life that he may be + 
cloathed with Immortality. When 
one bid Socrates prepare for his 
trial ; He asked him, whether he 
thought he had not done that all his 
life-time : But then again he asked | 
Socrates, what preparation he had TY7oms 
made? He told him, that he had wi. arri- 
done what was in hispower to do, "Epi 
He asked him, How 2 Socrates told 
him, he had never doxe an unjuſt 
ation publickly or privately. If we 
would prepare for ſufferings, and 
for death, let us do it by a good 
life, and commit the keeping of |. 
our ſouls to God in wel/-doing. 19. ” 

2. Entertain your ſelves with 
the thoughts of troubles, and the 
frequent thoughts of death, before 
they come nigh you. It 1sof great 
moment that we be not ſuprized by 
the evils which we meet withal. It 
!s a great aſtoniſhment to us to 

meet 
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meet with evils which we thought 
not of before: He is a very miſe- 
rable man indeed who promiſed 
himſelf pleaſure, and meets with 
, forrow, and ſo is he that meets 
with ſome miſery that he never ex- 
pected : It is a great piece of wil- 
dom to ſuppoſe the worſt which 
may happen. Death does preatly 
aſtoniſh the man that thought of 11- 


ving long and pleaſantly, of going. 


to ſuch a City, and buying, and ſel- 
ling and getting gain. The Apo- 


n IS {tle —_— not have them, to whom 


he writes, look upon the fiery trial 
as ſome ſtrange thing. It we would 
bear our troubles, let us expect 
them, that when they come we 
may not be ſurprized. When we 
have often thought of them before, 
we ſhall in great meaſure deſpiſe 
them 3 whereas if we be ſurprized, 
we ſhall be aſtoniſhed with a ſmall 
evil. Much of our miſery ariſes 
from our inconfideration. Men 
that go to Sea ought not to pro- 
miſe themſelves a Calm, and a - 

wind : 
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wind : They oughtto ſuppoſe they 
may meet with Tempeſts and con- 
trary Winds. Why ſhould we (up- 
poſe our ſelves exempt from the 
common condition of mankind ? 
We are born to troubles, and muſt 
certainly die, and may die a violent 
death : This we ought to think of 
frequently. If we bury our friend : 
We knew he was mortal before, 
and we never expected immortality 
from a mortal Creature, You loſe 
your goods perhaps; But you 
ſhould have confidered that thoſe 
external things were ſubject to this 
loſs ; That they were things which 
Moth might corrupt, or Thieves 
might ſteal. It will not become a 
wiſe man in theſe caſes to ſay, that 
he did not think that ſuch things 
could have hapned to him. For 
whatever hath hapned to another, 
may alſo happen to me. And I may 
as well admire that what 1s brittle, 
ſhould break, -or what is combu- 
{tible, ſhould burn, as that what 


1s mortal ſhould die, or what 1s 
without 
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without me ſhould be taken from 
me. 
We ſhould prevent much of our 
trouble if we would but expe it 


before hand, and look for it. And |! 


to think very often and ſeriouſly 
of death, would deliver us ingreat 
meaſure from the fears and terrours 
of it. Familiarity, even 1n this 
ſenſe, breeds contempt. The Fox 
in the Fable was greatly afraid 
when he firſt ſaw a Lion, but leſs 
afraid the ſecond time, and after 
that was ſo far from fear that he 
came near him, and converſed 
with him. The frequent thoughts 
of death willrid us of much of our 
fearsof it. And it muſt needs be 
ſo, becauſe they tend very much to 
prepare and diſpoſe us for it: For 
theſe thoughts are apt to awaken 
in us acare to live well, and thatis 
a mean to deliver us from our fla- 
viſh fears. It was wiſely ſaid by 
the Son of Syrach, Whatſoewer thou 
takeſt in hand,remember the end, and 
thou ſhalt never do amiſs. The due 

conſt- 
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confideration of our death is one 
of thoſe things which an Ancient 
Jew tells us will keep men from ?irke 4- 
 ][tranſgrefſion. To think of death 39% 3: 

is a great inſtrument of Vertue and 
true Wiſdom. Itwill help to ſlake 
our Jluſts, bridle our defires of 
wealth and honour, and ſtop our 
courſe of ſinning. It will ſerve to 
quicken our devotions, to wean us 
from this life, and to excite us to 
well-doing. It is of great moment 
towards our reſiſting temptations, 
which now gain upon us, and the 
putting us upon the careful ſpend- 
ing the ſeveral portions of our 
time. Let death be always before gyiger. 
thine eyes ( ſays the Heathen YEnctir. 
and thou wilt not mind any low®** 
or meaz thing, nor greatly deſire any 
thing. | 

IH. Uſe your ſelves to labour, 
to a ſevere courſeof life. Do not 
indulge your appetite and your 
ſloth, but give up your ſelves to 
great diligence and induſtry. He 
that would endure the greateſt 

pain 
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pain and torment muſt harden and 
prepare himſelf by degrees, and 
mure himſelf to bear the Yoak be- 
times. A ſoft and ſenſual life will 
render us very unfit for a fiery 
trial. And he that knows not how 
to deny his licentious appetite 
what 1t at any time craves, will be 
very unfit tobe a Martyr, It will 
well become us to keep under our 
bodies, and to withdraw from 
them ſome of thoſe Supplies which 
they At cravey, that we may be the bet- 
ter prepared to endure greater 
hardſhips. Let us learn to contemn 
ſenſual pleaſures, and to deprive 
our ſelvesof ſome of our liberties, 
that we may the more patiently 
bear the being totally deprived, 
Let us (trip our ſelves of ſome of 
our conveniencies of life, and we 
itsſy. ſhall the more patiently bear the 
pervacco being ſtripped of all the ret. 
(70144 They that run in Races were wont 
{»fficere to exerciſe before. And the Soul- 
neceſſario gzer 18 trained and uſed to Jabour 
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the battel; They did this that they 
might be able to overcome when 
they were put to the trial : They 
that indulge themſelves in a deli- 
cate and ſoft life will be very unfit 
for great ſeverities. Foe be to there 
that are at eaſe in Zion. We ſhall be 
afraid of dying if we give up our 
ſelves to a ſenſual life. Senſual 
pleaſures do much indiſpoſe us for 
the buſineſs of this, as well as for 
the bliſs of a future life. Take heed 
to your ſelves leſt at any time your gy ” 
hearts be overcharged with ſarfeiting? 
and drunkenneſs, and cares of this 
life, and ſo that day come upon you 
unawares. Death and ſufferings will 
be a great ſurprize and terrour to 
all them that have lived at eaſe. Oh 
death, how bitter is the remembrancegccus.r. 
of thee to a man that liveth at reſt in 1 
his poſſeſſuons* 

IV. Make itnow your conſtant 
care to relign up your Will to the 


-| Will of God. Let this be your 


daily exercifc as it is your Prayer. 
By this means you will be wonted 
to 
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to that Leſſon which makes way 
for a patient ſuffering, even death 
it ſelf, whenever it ſhall pleaſe God 
to callus toit. You will be very 
unfit to reſign your ſelves up to 
death it ſelf, if you have not for- 
merly made 1t your great. care to 
bring your own Wills to a compli- 
ance with the Will of God. We 
are never ſafe till it is thus with us, 
and when ever we are arrived to 
this, we are ſecure, and ſuffici- 
ently prepared for all events of 
things. Nothing now will be able 
to make us miſerable, becauſe no- 
thing can poſſibly befall us againſt 
our wills. For as nothing can 
make us happy but God, ſo no- 
thing can make us miſerable but 
our own W1ll ; and that does never 
hurt us but when it runs Counter 
to the Will of God. This is the 
way to peace and reſt, to part with 
our own Will, and to ſuffer it tobe 
guided and governed by the Di- 
vine, Tf 1t be thus with us, we 


ſhall be quiet and (till under every 
| Calami- 
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Calamity, ſafe under every ſtroke, 
and fitted for what ever may hap- 
pen to us. Thus it was with our 
Saviour; He prayed, that if it 
were poſhble the Cup might paſs, 
but then he adds, Not my will, but 
thy will be done. There is great dan- 
ger in neglecting our duty in this 
matter, and he will be very ready 
to deny his Lord, who hath not 
throughly learned this Leflon. 
Whatever happens to us, now let 
us refign our ſelves to Gods Will. 
Is my deareſt Friend, or Child 
dead ! Is our health impaired! Is 
our Eſtate walted ! Let us ſay al- 
ways, Let the will of the Lord be 
done. By theſe (teps we ſhall per- 
fetly learn this Leſſon, and pra- 
iſe it. then when God ſhall ſend 
for us by death into another 
World. 

V. Do all the good which you 
can. This tends ro the making 
our death more ealie unto us : For 
our account is letlened hereby, and 
conſequently death it felt 1s the Jeſs 
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to be feared. Beſides that, acts of 
mercy have a promiſe of mercy 
belonging to them. They that 
ſhew mercy ſhall receive it. It 
1s enough that they are ſure of 
their reward. 3 This takes away 
much of the terrour of death it 
ſ{clf. And the merciful man 1s well 
dealt with it he be ſupported un- 
der the Agonics of death. This 1s 
better for him than to bedelivered 


Pſal.41.3- fromit. And we know there 18a 


particular promiſe of ſupport to 
the merciful man, even then when 
he is threatned with death. On 
the other hand, he that ſhews no 
mercy muſt not expect to find it. 
He that hides his Talent in a Nap- 
kin 3s unprepared to meet his Lord : 
He will have a very ſad account, 
not only that ſquanders away, but 

he that hides his Lords Money. 
VI. Frequently and diligently 
examine your ſelves. Call your 
{clves to a ſtrict and ſevere account 
often. This will be a great pre- 
paration for any evils which may 
happen 
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happen to us, and againſt death it 
ſelf We ſhall never be ſafe if we 
do not take this courſe. For this 
examination . is in order to the 
knowing our ſtate to God-ward, 
and to our repentance, and conle- 
quently our pardou. We mult 
confeſs our fins, and in order to 
that we muſt know them: For our 
Confeſſion, the more general it 1s, 
the more dangerous z the more par- 
ticular, the more ſafe. For though 
we hope for pardon upon a gene- 
ral repentance where we cannot 
find out all our ſecret (ins, yet this 
does not give us hope of pardon 
upon a general repentance, where 
upon ſearch we may be more par- 
ticular. Fromwhence it may ealſ1- 
ly appear how much a ſtri& and 
diligent examination of our ſelves 
tends to our comfort and our 
peace, and how much it does 
diſpoſe and prepare us for ſutfe- 

rings, and for death it ſelf. We are 
" ateaſe andat liberty when our ac- 


counts are cleared and ſetled ; 
Q, 2 Where- 
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Whereas it is a burden to every 
honeſt mind to think that his 
affairs are entangled and perplex- 
ed, and that he is not able to ad. 
juſt his accounts, Let any man 
but ſeriouſly confider how much 
he offends every day, either in do- 
ing what he ſhould not, or not 
doing what he ſhould ; In omitting 
his duty, or in doirg it {lightly,and 
he will ſoon find he hath work to 
doat thecloſe of every day before 
he betake himſelf to reſt. And 
then ſure he will be very unfit for 
death, if he have the follies and 
errors of a whole life, or a great 
part of 1t, to unravel, and to ac- 
count for. Such a man muſt needs 
be full of fears and jealoufies that 
all ;33 not right, who hath not been 
very careful to try whether it be fo 
or not. It were well that this felt- 
examination were the work of eve- 
ry day. For as we might find 
cnough to employ our ſelves 1n, 
without troubling our ſelves with 
the faults of our Neighbeurs, ſol 
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am ſure, we could not take a better 
courſe to ſecure our own fouls. 
And it was required that a man 
ſhould examine himſelf before he _— ns 
received the Communion, at that 
time when Chriſtians communica- 
ted very frequently, it not every 
day. And though we excuſe our 
ſelves too eaſily from frequent 
communicating, yet they that do 
that cannot deny, but that it is 
their duty to be prepared for it, 
and conſequently, to examine them- 
ſelves alſo. | 
VII. Set your houſe 1n order. 
My meaning 1s, that we would do 
that duty which we owe to one 
another, in order to our more com- 
fortable paſlage hence: And there 
are many things that fall under this 
head which every wiſe and good 
man would do. before he goes 
hence. Such are, the making our 
Wills, and ſetling our worldly 
Eſtatez making reſtitution, where 
we have done wrong; being re- 
conciled where there hath been a 
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grudge or difference  disbur- 
dening our Conlciences wherethey 
arc opprelled ; ſeeking fatisfattion 
where we are in doubt, and clea- 
ring our accounts with others 
where they are entangled. Theſe 
things, and ſuch like, have a 
tendency toward the comfort and 
eaſe of our minds ; and when they 
are done, we are left at greater li- 
berty and freedom chearfully to 
bear whatever evil God thinks fit 
to exerciſe us with. 

VIIT. Be very much in Religious 
Exerciſes, and in the Service of 
God: Such as reading and hea- 
ring,meditating of heavenly things, 
and receiving the Sacrament, and. 
frequent Abſtra&tions from the hur- 
ries and the amuſements of this 
lower world. 

But eſpecially, let us give our 
ſelves much to Prayer ; Let us with 
all humility. and fervour, with all 
attention and watchfulneſs, with 
proltrate ſouls and broken hearts 


implace the aid and aſſiſtance of 
; God 
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God and of his Holy Spirit,that we 
may continue faithful unto death 
that we may receive the Crown of 
righteouſneſs. Prayer 1s very ſea- 


ſonable at ſuch a time as this, and Jam. 5.13. 


it is recommended to us from the 
Example as well as from the Pre- 


cept of our blefſed Saviour; ofLuk.z:.35 


whom it is ſaid, that being in an 
Agony he prayed more ear- 
neltly. 

I ſhall now ſhew you how we 
are to demean and behave our 
ſelves under our ſufferings. And 
before 1 do that I ſhall premiſe the 
following particulars - 

Firſt, That we ought not to run 
after ſufferings, and to bring them 
uponour ſelves. We are not ob- 
liged to throw away our lives, but 
to ſtay till God calls for them at 
ourhand. Our Religion allows us 
the wiſdom of Serpents, though it 
ſtrictly require the innocence of 
Doves. It is lawful in ſome caſes 
to flce and decline our ſufferings, 
ard in many Caſes it 1s fit and 


Q 4 expedi- 
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Mat.ro, Expedient that we ſhould do fo. 


23. 


By this means we may reſerve our 
ſelves for farther ſervice, and avoid 
the temptation. But if our flight 
betray our Religion, and endan- 
ger our Brethren that are under 
our charge, we ought to ſtand 
to it, and rather part with our 
lives. Our lives are then to be 
given up, when we gain a greater 
end; but they are ſo long to be 
preſerved, as we may keep them 
without prejudice to our Conſci- 
ence, and the Salvation of our 

Brother. | 
Secondly, That we are to take 
great heed that we do not ſuffer 
as evil doers. Let noneof you ſuf- 
fer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as 
an evil doer,or as a buſie-body in other 
mens matters, Tt 1s the cauſe, not 
the ſuffering which makes the Mar- 
tyr. We are happy if we ſuffer for 
righteouſneſs ſake. Rebellion and 
Treaſon againſt our Prince cannot 
make men Saints and Martyrs, 
Thete men are evil doers what- 
ever 
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ever tokens of fortitude they ſeem 
to ſhew. 

I now proceed to ſhew how we 
ought to demean our telves under 
our ſufferings : And that you may 
take 1n the following particulars, 
which concern us as w«: ſtand re- 
lated to God, to our Neighbour, 
and to our ſclves. And, 

I. As to God, whole hand we muſt 
look at, we muſt ſuffer without 
murmuring and repining : We muſt 
entirely reſign up our ſe]ves unto 
God; and imitate our bleſ{led Savi- 
our, when he ſaid, Not zzy will, but 
thy will be done, Our Lord went 
like a Sheep to the ſlaughter, he 
opened not his mouth. It becomes 
us to refer all to Gods wifgom and 
diſpoſal, not to chooſe. the kind 
and form of our ſufferings, but to 
leave all that to him, and depend 
intirely upon him. It z« the Lord, 
( we ought to ſay ) let him do what 
zs good in his own eyes. 

IT. As to our Neighbour, and 
eſpecially thoſe who are the inſtru- 

ments 


x Pet.2, 
22, 23: 


De dupl. 
Martyr. 


[234] 

ments of our ſufferings, we are to 
ſhew the greateſt meekneſs and 
charity. In this our Saviour was a 
great pattern 3 Who did no ſr, ne 

ther was guile found in his mouth : 

Who when he was reviled, reviled not 

again 5 when he ſuffered, he threatned 

not, but committed himſelf to him 

that judgeth riehteonſly. It becomes 

us to imitate this glorious example ; 

us it becomes who are vile {inners, 

and have deſerved our ſufferings 

from Gods hand, though we ſuffer 
in a righteous Cauſe. Father for- 
give them ( ſays our dying Lord ) 
for they know not what they do. Our 
Lord did not threaten his enemies : 
No, he pitied them, and he prayed 
for them. And ſo muſt we do alſo 
if we would ſuffer as Chriſtians, 
We mult forgive our Enemies, pity 
them as wedo people that are blind, 
or delirant : Their folly, and their 
rage and madneſs call for our com- 
paſſions, and our hearty Prayers 
for their precious and immortal 
ſouls. Thus St. Cyprian deſcribes 
the 
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the manner of Chriſtians ſuffe- 
rings: We ſee not ( ſays he ) that 
placid, and meek, and ſublime tem- 
per of mind, joyned with humility, 
unleſs it be in the Martyrs of Chriſt. 
They do not look, upon the Executi- 
oner with fierce eyes,they do not threa- 
ten the Tyrant : They are more grie- 
ved for their blindneſs, than for their 
own affiitions ; Even Chriſt cries in 
them, Father forgive them, &c. They 
look at nothins but heaven, where 
their hope zs laid up, &C. 

HI. As to our ſelves that we un- 
dergo our ſufferings undauntedly, 
and with conſtancy, that we do 
not any thing unbecoming our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion ; It 1s not to 
be imagined but that the Chriſtian 
hathas quick a ſenſe of pain asany 
other man; he 1s not ſtupid, and 
unconcerned ; all that 1s res 
quized 1s this, that he hold out 
with courage and Chriſtian Fort1- 
tude, and be not betrayed by his 
fear. Tt 1s not neceffary that he 


ſhould be rid of all fear : Ir 1s 
enough 


2 Cor.7.5, 
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enough that it donot prevail upon | 
him ſo far as to cauſe him to di- 
ſtruſt God, or deny the Truth. It 
isnot every one that can triumph 
in Flames, and ſhew tokens of joy 
upon Racks and Wheels : It 1s not 
every Martyr that can expreſs great 
exultation of mind. Some fear js 
very conliſtent with the greateſt 
Sanity : He is not to be deprived 
of the glory of Martyrdom, that 
continues conſtant under his ſautfe- 
rings, though he went to them 
with fear and ſuſpicion of him- 
ſelf. 
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CHAP. I. 


He IntroduGion, and deſign of 

' the following Diſcourſe. The 

xeceſſity of believing the particn- 
lar Care and Providence of God. 
The Evils which befal good men 
are reconcileable with the Provi- 
dence of God. A mere particular 
conſtaeration of the Perjons to 
whom theſe Evils befal of the 
Evils themſelves 5 of their wſeful- 
neſs, and the ſupports whach good 
men are furniſhed with. Fage 1, 


CHAP. IL 


That it is very reaſonable that in obe- 


dience to Chriſt's Law we fl ould 


fue 


ſuffer even death it ſelf. A more 
particular conſideration of the 
[ aw-giver ; the Equitableneſs of 
the Law it ſelf, as alſo of the 
ground and reaſon of it. P.31. 


CHAP. lI.. 


The firſt great ſupport under our ſufſe- 
rings is the hope of eternal life. 4 


more particular conſideration of the 
greatneſs of the reward, the clear- 
neſs of its revelation, and its fit- 
zeſs to work, upon #5. P-63. 


CHAP. IV. 
The conſideration of Gods particular 


care and Providence another great 
ſupport under our afflidions. A 
more particular conſideration of the 
aſſurance which the Goſpel grves us 
of Gods ſpecial Providence ; How 
much this tends to our ſupport 3 
The Application. DIFg. 1 
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CHAP. V. 
The Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit ano- 


ther ſupport. A more particular con- 
ideration of the ſufficiency of this 
Divine aſſiſtance ; The great  aſſu- 
raiice we have of receiving this hea- 
verly aid; The condition on our 


part for the obtaining this A(ſi- 
ſtance. P-97-« 


Of the Example of __ and holy 
men who have ſuffered the greateſt 
evils. That we are obliged to place 
their example before our eyes; A 
ſfort account of their ſufferings 5 
The uſ:julneſs of theſe examples to 
a5. P.124» 

CHAP. VII 


The ſupport we receive from the Inter- 
ceſſion of the Son of God. That + 
Chriſt is now in heaven ; That he is 
there concerned on our.vehalf. How 
this tends toward our ſupport un- 
der the affliFions and ſufferings of 
this life. P-140. 

CHAP. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of the Comport of the Scriptures. 4 


more particular conſideration how 
the Scriptures tend to our comfort 
under our ſufferings. P-165. 


CHAP. IX. 


An Exhortation to uſe theſe helps, and 
ot to be diſmayed at death it ſelf 
for righteouſnejs ſake. The reaſona- 
bleneſs of this Exhortation farther 
conſidered. Adwice to thoſe who are 
aſraid to ſuffer death becauſe they 
have not lived as they ought.p.19 5. 


CHAP. X. 
Of preparing for ſufferings, and for 


earh. A more particular conſide- 
raiion of what we are to do toward 
the fitting 0:3 ſelves for what ever 
evils may happer, eſpecially for 
death, and ti:c Jevereſt perſecution 
for righteouſneſs ſake. How we are 
fo demean our ſelves under our ſuf- 
ferings. P-212, 
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